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INCONSISTENCIES OF THE  OPPOSITION.
Masterly Vindication of the Bargain
With the Syndicate.

THE MIMSTERIAL MISSION TO ENCLAND.

A Review of the Past, Present and Fu-
ture of the Road.

VALUE OF THE LANDS AND COST OF THE WORK.

The Late and the Present Government’s
Policy Contrasted.

Following is the complete text of the great
speech on the Pacific Railway and the bar-
gain with the Syndicate, delivered by the
Minister of Railways in the House of Com-
mons on the 14th mst. :—

THE PACIFIC RAMWAY,

Sir CHARLES TUPPER presented a re-
turn showing a return of all the expenditure,
down to the 30th November, e ted with

the authority of the people ‘of this ‘country,
the Government entered into a contract ‘:*l{h
a number of gentlemen, who su uently
selected Sir Hugh Allan as the president of
the company, for the purpose of constructing
the railway on the terms that I have now
mentioned to the House. I need not at this
period remind the House that that company,
embracing a number of the most able, leading,
and inflaential men in finance and commerce,
proceeded to England, at that time at all
events the gredt money market of the world—
I might almost say that it was then the only
market in the world. They proceeded to
England, and exhausted ‘every means in their
power to obtain the support of financial
men in such a way as to enable them
to carry that contract to completion.
If my recoliection does not fail me, - the
hon, leader of the late Government
on more than one occasion expressed the
hope ‘that that company would be suc-
cessful. He always eXpressed his strong 1
conviction that the means were altogether
inadequate to secure the object in view ; but
I thi‘:t that om more than one occasion be
expressed the patriotic hope that these gen-

the Pacific railway, and the estimaté of the
Chief Engineer of the Pacific railway of the
amount that would be required to complete
all the works that, under the proposed ar-
rangement, were handed over to the syndi-
cate. ,

Sir CHARLES TUPPER moved the House

: info Committee of Supply on the railway re-

sclutions.
The House accordingly resolved itself into
Committee, Mr. Kirkpatrick in the chair.
Sir CHARLES TUPPER said :—Mr. Chair-
man,—It affords me very much pleasnre to
rise for the purpose of submitting a motion to
the House in relatien tothe most important
question that has ever engaged the attention
of this Parliament—a motion which submits
for the aEproval of this House the means by
which that great national work, the Pacific
railway, shall be completed and operated
hereafter in a way that has more than onece
obtained the approval of the House and the
sanction of théipeople of this country; and
upon terms more favourable than any that
have ewer  previoasl been oﬁﬂg
to the House. I shall be obliged,
Mr. Chairman, %0 ask the indul-
geuce of the *House while, at some
donsiderable length, I place before it the
grounds upon which I affirm that this resolu-
mion embodies the policy of the Parliament of
Canada, as expressed on more than one oceca-
~ion, that these resoftutions present terms
or the consideration of this Parliament for
he completion of this work more favourable
han any previously sobmitted. And, sir, I
ave the less hesitation in asking the indul-
.-ence of the House, I ask it mainly
or the purpose of repeating to the House
-tatements made by gentlemen of much
cTeater ability than myself, and occupying
ositions in this House and country second to
o other, and but for what took place here
“esterday, I would have felt warranted in
xpressing the opinion that the resolutions,
.rave and important as they are, would re-
<eive the unanimous consent of this Parlia-
nent.
Mr. BLAKE—Hear, hear. ¢
Sir CHARLES TUPPER—I would, I say,
have been warranted in arriving at that con-
vlusion but for the very significant indica-
“ions that were made from the other side of
;h*. House, because oluti y.

THE POLICY OF 1871.
I need notremind the House that when my
right hon. friend, the leader of the Govern-
ment, décupied in 1871 the same position
which hé now occupies, the icy of con-
structing a great line that would connect the
two great oceans which form the eastern and
western  boandaries  of the Dominion of
Canada received the approval of this House.
And not only did the policy of accomplishing
that great work receive the endorsation
of a large majority in the Parliament of this
country, but in i

tl would succeed in obtaining the capital

ired upon those .terms. But, sir, they
did not succeed, as every person knows.
After having exhausted every effort in their
power, they were obliged to return and sur-
render the charter under which they re-
ceived authbority to endeavour to obtain
money for the construction of this great
work, ;

THE EVENTS OF 1873 AND 1874.

Well, sir, a very unpleasant result foljgwed,
and the then Government of this conntry met
with a defeat. The means placed at their
disposal to secure the construction of the
great work which these gentlemen had m
hand proved inadequate, and the Govern-
ment also succumbed to the pressure from
hon. gentlemen opposite. It isnot a pleasant
topic, and I will not dwell any longer upon
it than is absolutely necessary to introduce
the Administration which followed, led by
the hon. member for Lambton.- Now, sir, 1
have said on more than one occasion that in
my judgment, inasmuch as the only
authority which Parliament had given
for the construction of the ralway
required that it should be done by a private
company, aided by a grant of land and money,
and inasmuch as the resolution embodying
that statement, as the hon. leader of the Op-
ition has correctly reminded me, also em-
ied the statement that it should not in-
crease the existing rate of taxation, andflinas-
much as the Finance Minister of the Gov-
ernment at once announced to Parliament the
fact that there was a great impending de-
ficiency between the revenue and expendi-
ture, it became patent that no progress could
be made except in contravention of both these
propositions. I have said before, and 1 re-
t now, that in my judgment the hon.
eader of the then Government would have
been warranted in stating that he was obliged
to leave: the question of the construction of
the railway -in abeyance. But, sir. hé
did commit himself in the most formal
and anthentic manner to the construction of
the road, and notwithstanding the difficulties
which had occurred, he appealed to ‘the
people of this country in the most formal
manner in which it is possible.
MR. MACKENZIE’S VIEWS IN 1874.
-

Pacific railway under which they
the land and resources of this coun-

1873, and to its completion by

The hon. geuntleman will see

“ reckless ment ” is

confined and limited by the hon. gentle-
man to short time which we
bad allowed ourselves for the construction
of the work, and not to the work itself. The
. gentleman further said : *‘ That con-
tract already been broken. Over a mil-
lion of dollars has now been spent in surveys

terms, the
by which that work should be accomplished
were embodied in the form of a ation,
and submitted for the consideration of Par-
bament. It was moved g’ the late lamented
Sir George Cartier :—** That the railway re-
ferred to in: the Address to her Ma-
jesty concerning the umnion of British
Colambia  with adopted b(
this -House on , the 1st of April,

worked vate
enterprise and not.by the Dominion

vern-

ment, and tha$-the publicaid to be given to-| that

secure that i should" consist of
such liberal g# of land and such subedy,
and any aid not-unduly pressing on
the industry and resources of the country, as’
the Parliamerft of Canada shall hereafter de-
termine.”” ¢

Mr. BLAKEThat was-the resolution first
brought down.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER—That was the
first resolution, and it was amended to state
more strongly that the work should not in-
volve an increase in the existing rate of taxa-
tion. The hon. gentleman will agree with
me that it embodies the mode upon which the
road -should be constructed. Now, sir, al-
:;:ongh hon. gemtlemen in this l:lou:::i al-

ough the two t parties represen in
this gHouse, mag;“enﬁrhin differences of
opinion as to the construction of -the nilway,
and the means that may be adequate to its
accomplishment, the House was unanimous in
that, se the hon. gentlemen representing
the Opposition in this House supported a reso-
lation introduced as an amendment to ours by
the present Chief Justice Dorion, declaring that
the road should be constructedin no other
way, adding to the resolution the words
** and not otherwise.” Bhe object of which
was to make it impossible for any Govern-
ment to secure the construction of the road
in any other mode than through the agency
of a private company or ;ided%y a grant of
lands'and money. And while the resolution
moved by Sir George Cartier declaring that
the work should be con&h-ncted in :lbat way
received the support of every genfleman on
this side of the House, the still stronger
affirmation moved by Mr. Dorion, that the
work should not be done in any other way,
received, I bélieve, the mﬁoﬁ every gen-
tleman on the otherside House. There-
fore I think I may say that the policy of Par-
liament, not the policy of any one party, was
distinctly affirmed in the resolution placed on
the journals in 1871,

THE PROPOSALS OF 1872

Well, sir, in 1872 it became necessary to
state in distinet terms what aid the
Government under

thority ~of that resolution,

for the comstruction of the railway,
The journals of 1872 will show that Parka-
ment, by a deliberate vote and by a very
large majority, placed at the service of the
Government a sum of $30,000,000 in money
and a grant of 50,000,000 acres of land for
the coustruction of the main li -

and no particular hne has as yet been
located. The bargain is, as we always said,
incapable of literal fulfilment. We must
make arrangements with British Columbia for
such a relaxation of the terms as will give
time for the completion of the surveys and
subsequent prosecution of the work with such
speed as the resources of the country shall
permit of, and without too largely increasing
the burden of taxation upon the people.” The
hon. gentleman went on to say
they ~must™ in the meantime
obtain some means of communication  across”
the continent, and that it would be_their
icy to' ‘‘ unite the enormous stretches of
magnificent water communication ‘Wwith the
lities of railway to the Rocky Honnhilllu."
Then, sir, the hon. leman, in & speech &t
Sarnia, - followed ;‘;nt the policy here fore-
shadowed still more mphmaltlge He said :
“You are aware that during discussion
on the bill, I objected to the provisions as to
the bailding of the railway within ten years.
Nearly three years of that time had been ex-
, and we were being bound by a con-
tract to furnish a road within seven yean
and three months. A road was essen
however, for the purpose of opening
the districts where we have great rich
developed.” I presume that he was refarring
to the undoubted mineral districts of British
Columbia. (No, no.) *Without that com-
munication,” he continued, * t develop-
ment cannot take place. It will be the duty
of the Administration in the first place to
secure the opportunity for - commanication
from Lake Superior to the BookK.l(onntdns,
and at the same time,” and this speaks.for
itself, ‘‘thence to the Pacific ocean and the
western slope, if we wish to make these
ions accessible.” I do not think it re-
guires any argament to show that the hon.
tleman proposed to construct a road in
frli)tish ﬁmbim and one on the
prairies on this side, and that there
would be no difficulty in the constructionof
the communicating sections. He says:—‘‘ It
will necessary to complete our great
national highway across the continent, and I
think it will be the duty as it will be the desire
of the Government to develop any plan h¥
which these results can be accomplished.”
Now, sir, there are means of obtaining the
policy of an Administration other than ex-
periences of the leading members of that Ad-
ministzation, and one is the authentic de-
| claration of the organ of the Admiuistration.
Iread in an editorial in the Toronto Globe
per that, ‘It has been asserted
that Mr. Mackenzie’s Cabinet have abandoned
the Canadian Pacific railway. Nothing can
be further from the truth. r.. Mackenzie’s
speech at Sarnia intimated distinctly what
was the course which he proposed to pursu
and sul uent statements have all explai
and de the ideas then suggested.
There is no question as to whether the Pacific
railway is to be built or not.” Now, sir, I
have shown not only that the House agreed
that we sh have a Canadian Pacific rail-
way, but I haveshown that the Governmen
that succeeded that of my right hon. frien
committed themselves, mot only fo the
i '«‘{, but

allow me fo draw |

gen of
providing for the construction of the railway,
and in the course of a very able and ex-
maﬁv:h speech he placed very fully on re-

He stated, as will be seen on reference to the
Hansard of May 12th, 1874, that *‘ the duty
was imposed Parliament of providing a
great scheme ing out the obligations
im upon us by the solemn action
of Parliament in this matter, The original
schome was one that I :Bapoud at the time of
its passage here, as one that in my mind then
-seemed impracticable within the time that
was proposed, and impracticable also within
the means proposed to be used to accom-
plish it.” I wish to invite the attention of
the House to the formal declaration
made on. the floor of Parliament by the late
Prime Minster, that the means that Parliament
had placed at thedis of the late Govern-
ment by their predecessors, thirty million
dollars in money and fifty-four million acres
of land, was utterly inadequate t3 secure the
construction of the work, Then the hon.
gentleman continues, *‘I have not changed
that opimion, but being placed here in the
Government, I'am boqu to endea
utmost of my ability, to devise such means as
may seem within our reach to accom-
lish in the spirit, if not in the
etter, the _obligations . imposed  upon
us by the treaty of uniomn—for it was a
treaty of union—with British Columbia.”
1 am sure that British Columbia will be v
glad to be again reminded the leader of
the Opposition maintained ti4t this was an
absolute treaty of union with British Colum-
bia, - Then he continues :—* We had to un-
dertake te vindicate the faith of _the
country, and to do something which would
enable this Parliament to ont in spirit,
if not irrletter, the undertaking of buildi
this railway as far as the shores of Britis
Colambia. The legal terms are exact. We
are bound within a specific time to
construct & road to connect with the
railway stem of Ontario on the
east to the Pacific coast on the west. There
isja moral obligation as well ag a regal obliga-
tion.. We thoaght in the &t place, after
having had time to consider what should be
done, that the best course to pursue in the
meantime would be to confer with the local
Government of British ' Colambia and en-
deavour to ascertain from'them if any means
could be arranged whereby an extension of
time couldbepmcnred for the prosecution
of the work which we were bound to under-
take. With that view a gentleman was sent
as a representative of this .Government
to that province, and m course
of hia negotiations with the local Government
it became apparent, as it had been apparent
in this House from several members from the
Island of Vancouver, that it was an exceed-
ingly important matter in t'eir estimation
that th should be commenced at once
at Esquimalt and traverse the island to that
point where the crossing of the Narrows was
ultimately to be, I, for one, was quite
willimg, if the local Government were dis-
posed to make some terms for the extension
of time, :inn undertake the oomh'm.zd1 tion
of the island portion as rapidly as
possible.  But ifo- it became  apparent
that the local authorities were determined to
adhere rigidly to the terms of Union, and de-
mand the whole_ terms and nothing less, this
House and the ini 3

ment of the work upon the island, traversing
it northwards in the direction of the point of
ing, prosecute the sarveys on the main-

crossing,
land, econstruct a pus:\ﬁ:erond along the
ph along the road,

ridge, erect a tel
as soon as the work could be placed
- under contract, and we would- expend a mil-
lion and a half a year within the provinee.
do not know whether the offer will be ae-
cepted or not, and in the meantime it is abso-
lutely necessary that the Government should
have authority to proceed with the com-
mencement of the works in such a way as
think will meet with the acceptation
of country geoerally, and the reasonable
people in British Columbia. Now I need
not remind the Hopse that this subject was
made the subject of reference by British
Columbia to Imperial Government, and
Lord Carnarvon submitted for the eonsidera-
tion of this Government his view of what

two millions; in addition to what
do in-Vaneouver’s Island, l‘l.h

tleman - submitted is"
1874, a8 I am now submitting

these resolutions to ask the House to agree to
these general E-itiom. Inthe firstplace, we
have to ask ouse for complete power to
proceed with the construction of theroad under

cause we cannot throw off that obli
ept with the consent of the contracting
ties, and we are therefore bound to make

3 “ail the provision that the House can emable

us to make to endeavour to carry out in the
spirit, and as far as we can in the
letter, the obligation im on us
by law, The British Columbia section
will, of course, have to be ed with
apart as we can do it, for it is essential to
keep faith with the spint, and as far as foo-
sible with the letter, of the at-
tribute a very t. deal of im in-
deed to being able wmtgmhnwmwdl
of the country filling it with popu-
tion, which is "the ' only ;h;m which
can - give ultimately co ial value
to the road or prosperity to the
country, It will be- observed, .sir, that in
the resolutions, as I have mentioned, the Gov-
ernment provide for the submission of these
contracts to Parliament. They provide, also,
thatin casewe receiveno proposalsfor the build-
ing of what are called the sections in the bill,
that is of the four great divisions, the Govern-
ment take power to issue proposals toAbuild
the road by direct Government agencies.”
The honourable gentleman provided that the
Canadian Pacific was only to be. built by
direct Government cy in the event of
there Leing no p and there being a
failure in ing out the policy of Parliament;
that it should be done by private en ise,.
aided by a grant of money and land. In 1875
the honéf genﬂedmm, bnuv‘mg m op) 1;
tunity of considerin, e W
were embodndinqmbtlf to which I
shall - invive the attention of the 'House
more i y at a later period, obtained
authority from this House to go on with the
immediate construction of the railway by the
divect lganmfn the Government, for he
could not in it in any other way.
Having obtained power from this House to
give, not only ten thousand dollars of money
_mile for every mile between Lake

Dominion of Canada, I was
of opinion, would on £

ki

FEF
pes

-should be done. That'was thatno less than

resolutions, he said that, ‘“We propose in‘ P

the terms of the union with British €olugbia,
P bh&b" eondition of circumstances, notwith

ptfet for the entire line,

8188 build it now, which

Hiore éxpensive parts of

-., b ?“medmonbﬁd ' wefm

ading an; ng from

: '4’!: ndowan glmd the

same from Rat.Boktage to Red River.”

Again,it will be sees r* the hon. gentleman

puts forward as his {pelicy and the policy of

the Parliament of 1§74; as it had been the

policy of the Parlighfent of 1871-2, that the

work should be prosed ad by :

a private company, “ai a grant o
money and h-m{“‘; 3 ; ¢ ¥

THE CARNARV RMS,

i stated, the subject was

peference in 1875 to Lord

posed that $2,000,000

sould be the minimum

y works within Brisish

e af which the surveys

ted to enable that

vour, to the | i

on of the works, the
vill be as much in excess
2,000,000 as in any year
cable. Lastly, that on
ber, 1890, fihe
e opened for
seaboard to-a paint at
e Sx:rrior at which it
with existing lines of
oriion- of the United
. States, and % the navigation on
Canadian m“.: These terms, sir, it is
trug, included a considerable extension of the
time within which tHe road was originally to
have been completed. Bat they fixed a defi-

nite and distinct within which a
portion of the railwhy should be constructed
and put in o i The hon. geatleman
himself, in referring to.these terms, used this
language :—*‘ We shall always endeavour to
proceed with the work as fast as the circum-
stances of the cou . circumstances yet to
be developed, will le us to do, so as to
obtain as soon as passible complete railway
communication wish the Pacific Province.
How soon that time iy come I cannot pre-
dict, but I have no réason to doubt that we
shall be able to keep, our obligation to British

nbia, as noﬂwe:andod, without serious!,
interfering with the march of prosperity.”
That i, that by 1890 the hon. gentleman
gb9 it without seriously
“march of prosperity.
thnding the difficnlties
atfeshan encountered, to be
his| ebnsideration

stBe: honour and faith of
] , 80 far as the

n pledge that party,
of a great natio

Vmilway shall ba ¢
traffic from the Pac

S

railway through

BIN 1875.

i85 be able to give not
f the er'ofthegavd:‘:-
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7 't
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2 1
but. ha broad features of that
s ‘T Baveraid, plainly stated to
or- 8 the late general elec-
’”g flie country was taken
he pesul \ultdecldednoo-&z-
‘mbhby us: @
it, even upon
nsideration of the rights
ith. ' I cannot conceive
he” right at all to listen
e member for Cam-
into a i -
ficy, upon which the
country’s opigionm *was “asked and taken,
and which opinion We were .sent here
to enforce, should® be: r reversed.
I do not cousider it d_be wise for
an instant to ‘consider amy such proposition.
I do not believe that amy other policy in its
fects than that which was so g:)'-,

Sagans it
H ; po

T
i

o

HE

7-at the outset of
means of show-

policy. o t the
circumstances of the'sduntry were very differ-
ent in 1875 from the cireumstances of the
country at the time at which the late Govern-
ment undertook the eonstruction of the rail-
way. But notwithstanding that chan,
ing
that the hon. gentleman’s Finance Minister
was compelled to cole to Parliament year
after_year and ask ‘permission to increase
largely the taxation Jtﬁe dountry in order to
meet the ordingry ) , notwithstand-
an: h “of the my were
ledged to_the hnmw is great
gorlgeg’dand hé came. House and asked
the authority of Parliament for thé prosecu-

tion of his scheme, *

be felt from
g
en, en-
g
that the Adminis-
that was maoﬂt:—
_$o carry out the
mbia, if not the

implement to the
tered into by our
of the country di

nted by the agency of .

1

*| consideration of this House, to have the au-

| bound, but a matter of the deepest hecessity

which, as I shall show specifically hereafter,
were largely in excess of any authority we
ever obtained from Parliament, and terms
that, as I have said before, he himself held,
and I su conscientiousty held, to be
utterly in mate. *“ If we are able,” said
the hon. gentleman in 1878, * to commence
the work of construction this coming year in
British Columbia these rails wonlg be re-
quired. It may be said to be impossible to
commence the construction of the road in
British Columbia without having rails on the
spot,” and in that I concur with the hon.
ntleman. ¢

Mr. MACKENZIE — The
comes very late, -

Bir CHARLES TUPPER—The hon, gentle-
man will not, I think, find any ground for
making that statement. I thini he will per-
hagps allow me to interject that they wouwid
bave been equally useful if they had not lain
quite so long in British Columbia. * There
are 5,000 tons in British Columbia, and if we
-erred in sending them there we have simply
erred in our earnest degire to show the people
of British Columbia that we are desirous of
keeping faith with them, that our speeches
were not mere empty promises, and that we
were resolved to ourselves in a pnr'ion
they could not misunderstand.” Well, sir,
in 1877, after another ’s experience, the
hon. gentleman again md the policy that
still was the tgolicv of his Administration in
reference- to this work, The late Adminis-
tration in entering into the agreement for
bringing British Columbia into the Con-
federation had an express obligation
a8 to the building of the railway across the
continent from Lake Nipissing on the east
to the Pacific Ocean the west, within a
specified number of years. ‘‘When the pre-
sent Administration,” he said, ‘‘ acceded to

wer, they felt that this, like all tpegty ob.
igations, was one which im upon them
certain duties of -administration and govern-
ment which they had no right to neglact,
and that they were bound te carry the
scheme practically into effect to the extent
that I have indicated. The whole effort of
the Administration from that day to this has
been directed to the accomplishment of this
object in the way that would seem to be
most practieal and most available, considering
the difficulties to be encountered and the
cost to be incurred.” So that down to 1878,
the House will see, the hon. gentleman stiil
remained true to the obligation of the rapid
construction of ‘the railway, of its construc-
tion by the agency of a private company,
and a grant of land and money. In 1878,
the last occasion on which the {on. gentle-
man, with the authority of Prime Minister,
di d the tion, he said, ‘‘ There can
be no question of this, that it was in itself a
desirable object to obtain railway communica-,
tion from one end of our Dominion to the
other, traversing the continent from east to
west. So far'as the desirability of obtaining
such a connection may be concerned, there
can be no real difference of opinion between
any two parties in this country or. amongst
any class of our population.” So that I am
very glad, on this important occasion, in sub-
mitting resolutions of soch magnitude for the

concurrence

thority of the leader of the late Government,
after years of close and careful examination
of this question, given to the House and the
country, that it was a matter, not only of
vital im: to the country, but upon

consideration, and I trust after full consider-
ation for his support, a proposition that will
secure to this coun the censtruction of
that which he has dec to be not only a
natter of honour to wiseh the country was

to the develorment of the country, upoa
terms that will not impose any intolerable
burdens on the ratepayers.

Mr. MACKENZIE—I shall consider it by-

and-bye, ; .

Sir EHARLES TUPPER—The hon. gentle-
man continued : “On the other hand, it is
tolerably evident that the wealth of the
country will be much more rapidly increased
if we are able to throw a large population into
those hitherto deserted plains, which con-
tain 80 much land for habitation, and which
have been wjolly unproductive in the com-
mercial interests of our country.” Again, I
invite the tl::. gentlema.n"lltuenﬁgn to the
_obligation apon- him to svpport.a

designates _the ‘‘ de-
y become_the abode of an
.mmbu living ' to themselves ,ﬁ:nd' their
oiiliod Wb ighbeseia: pvatly onal
wedﬂ?' of &M&%E:pgn terms which
comie quite within those which he has ap-
proved ‘as oﬂ’engg no eobstacle to the
of this work. The hon. gentleman ﬂded
“ And so with mEud to this western and
more gigantic work—a work which cannot
be estimated unless we have given some
thought to it, such is its magnitude—a road
which is four times the length of the Grand
Trunk from Montreal to Sarnia, which is five
times the 1 of the road from Edinburgh
to London, tl:' ich trweng:l our e::id:he terri-
ritory—nothing can possibly ex im-
powr::ynoe thatnlg to be attathed to the build-
ing of such a gigantic work, either as
the ultimaté prosperity of the country or its
bearing upon our several relations to each
other 1n the United Provinces,” It requires
no comment of mine, sir, to cause a
statement from such an authentic source
to carry conviction to the mind ofrevery
hon. gentleman t as to the obligation
that rests upon ies, both in this House
and out of it. to ize what the hon.  gentle-
man has indicated could be realized by the
construction of this work. Fhat, sir, as I
have said before, was—the hon. gentleman
thinks, no doubt, unf: for the coun-
try—the last occasion on which it-became his
duty to speak with the mthor;:ﬁ of the First
Minister of the country in tion to the
question. ~

MR, MACKENZIE OUT OF POWER.

The hon. gentleman has stated thatthe ques-
tion of construction, the question of the
steady prosecution and completion of the
railway, was not an issue that went to the
country at the last elections. "It had been
ﬁﬁtﬂd on two oocuion;o tl;}y :l\!vo First

isters, re tin, e t
parties ~of tge eolmg , and on{::h
ovcasions - had  receiv the affirma-
tion of a very majority of the

le. But; as is well known,’a ¢ - of
mini-mﬁon took in 1878, and the

gentleman was

| obtained their sym

| emigration, assisted by the

will readily understand the gratification I

to see gpread over the hon. gentle-
man’s countenance on learning that all he
lamented he had been unable to accomplish
in the official position he occupied in the
House, his successors were in a position
to present for the consideration of the
House. I frankly concede—and in doing
80 I only do justicer to the. sin-
cere, able, and energetic efforts of the
hon. gentleman—that he did all that lay in
his power during his term of administration
to put this t work upon the foundation
which Parliament on two separate occasions
and the people had affirmed 1t should be
placed, namely, that the work should be
done by a private company, aided by grants
of land and money. But, sir, the hon.
gentleman stated on another occasion that it
would have been very easy to commence to
grade the road and so keep within the terms
of the Union Act, but I scorned to practise
any deception in the matter.

THE CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT.

Tn 1878 there was a general election, the
result being that my right hon.friend was
again charged with the important duty of ad-
ministering the public affairs of this country,
and again brought face to face with this
great work. We found ourselves then called
upon to deal with a work upon which
a large amount of public money had been ex-

ed, and in a way that wonld prove
utterly useless to the country unless measures
were taken promptly to carry, at all events,
the work under construction to completion.
We, therefore, were not in a position to effect
any change of policy, as hon. gentlemen
opposite will see. But we came to Parliament
to reaffirm the policy of utilizing the lands of
the North-West, for the purpose of obtaining
the construction of that vast-work. There
was every reason in the worldshy we should
adopt that poliey in the first instance and re-
turn to it afterwards. Every person knows
that the development of this great territory
was coneerned in thiggigantic undertaking ;
that, irvespective of the question of the cong
nection of British Colnm?)ia, the progress and
rosperity of Canada were to be promoted by
the construction of the railway. We were,
therefore, compelled te take it up as we found
it, and on with it as a Government
work. ,13: make the work upon which so
much had already been expended of use to the
country, we asked the House fo place at
our disposal 100,000,000 of acres for the
purpose of covering the e ditare in coun-
nection with the railway. e felt that by
that means we should obtain the means of
recouping to the treasury every dollar ex-
Eended on this work: Hon. gentlemen also
now that we fropoeed to obtain the co-
operatiomof the Imperial Government.

THE ’79 MISSION TO ENGLAND.

My right hon. friend and the Minister of
PFinance and myself went to England in 1879.
I do not intend to lay claim to any great re-
sults from_our mission as the rail-
way, but I thiak I may claim credit fora
fair measure of success that attended our
efforts, if not our joint efforts, in regard to
the business of our respective departments,
‘We found the of indifferent, if
not hostile, to Very andkd:‘;\lyhl;zw-
ever,a very striking, a very mar! change
took l:yoe wheng’Earlerﬁemnlﬁdd, the
Prime Minister of that day, stated openly or
in publiec the enormous value of the great
North-West of Canada. Ido not mean to
say he was entirely acourate in all his

ments, but at all 8 he was entire-
i remark

were then obliged wplehon that we werehet::
ableto bring to- completion our great sc|
for the construction of the railway, but 1 ven-
ture to say we thought we made some impres-
sion on the Imperial Government while in
England. I think that my hon. friend the
leader of the Opposition, who has
sneered at our statement that we had
thy in relation to
the railway, will find a strong corroboration
of our assertion in the intelligence received
to-day with regard to the action of that Im-
Szrij Government. 'The Colonial Office have
one what they never did bLefore—published
with authority a document recommendi
Canada as a field for i {Cheers.
I do not know whether
(Mr. Blake) has seen the news
am quite sure that, as a ioti
-he-will-be giad to learn t :
T'imes announces that the. Tmperial

, but I

‘ll?;lwoapin -ctﬂlo ¥

tleman |

patriotic Canadian,

for any_complete schem
ith the policy dopted |
;:):c,vhimu to ;‘b up the
that devolved upon us E*
our predecessors.

THE CONTRACTS OF 1879-80.

Although we had not propounded the pol
of caraging on this work by the Go €
we up the work as we found it.
placed contract the 127 miles ¢
road which the leader of the late Gove:
had announced it as his intention fo
which he had assured “the m&h of B
Columgbia he intended to build, and
under the terms with Lord Carnary
was bound to place under contract.
we met Parliament with the statemen
we were.going on with this work, I thini
scarcely met with the amount of aid and
operation from gentlemen opposite fo ¥
we were entitled. As we wer;_ :(ll'ly carryi
out what they proposed, we a right
expect to be met in a manner different to.
in which we were met by them. The lez
the Opposition moved—and in ¥

‘motion he submitted a resolnti%o

antagonism to the policy of the y

which he su , and to his own

utterances on the “floor of this Hou

we should break faith with British Coli

and with Lord Carnavon, and that he sh
ive—] was going to say the lie—to

gnﬁ'erin, who stated emhis hosour as a

that every particle of the terms of agre:

with British Columbia were in a state

literal fulfilment, The result of the

of this resolution was to on the

faith should be kepé swith Beicsh Cole
ai 4 :

but we owed it to Canada

work and prosecute it in such

lieved was absolutely necessary |

bring it within such limi#s as

enable wus to revert to fhe

policy of building the road by m

company ; and had we not placed

tion under contract in Bnh:lexd .

we not vigorously, prosecuted |

wanted to complete the line bets

Superior and Res River, we would:

been able to stand here Ia

House the best proposal for

of the road which has ever |

Parliament. (Cheers.) Well, sir, I

the utterances of the -hon. the leager of 4

late Government at the last seesion of

nothing but the want of means

revented us from accomplishing tha
Ject—an object which could not but e
desirable to anyone who wished to
our trade extended.” The hon. gentl

ment has promised to bring down a scheme of: ght

ment, - Heis notnowina 3

what I am rather afraid was
ing thing—that the Canadian-

had been entirely thwarted in their negotia-
tions.

. y
friend that the t Imperial Government
M ey T

Sir CHARLES TUPPER—My hon. friend
wiupermitmtopointmthmﬁho is
ing my argument. is very
lace last session, I stated that instead of this
vernment feeling anxious in uence of
the change of Government inEuﬂ,
were advised and were of the beli
sentiments of the members

80 that I do not think that my hon.

has made a deal by his suggestion,
frankly confess we did not find in 1879 that
the time was ripe for successfully floating the
scheme in connection with the hundred
million acres of land ; but we sowed the seed,
and we kept our eyes steadily directed
such means by which the condition of Canada
might be greatly in relation to this
work, My hon. friend the Minister of Agri-
culture made perhaps the most stroke
of geni made b ini

him a' M-_ _'.“ =

Well, sir; why did he not getany offers®
It because the position of this

was such for five years as to make it im

ble for the hon. gentleman to obtain
offers in that di




