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“. TB&*‘LE‘P YEARA BALI‘:

At's only onoce in_four years that the

Bmhelorumd.‘, have the opportumity. ::'oﬁﬁ

to wp"man's privileges, and even

. this chance has been denieds thein for

the pnst enght years. ‘The end of the
century cduf’ out leap year which was
a wather unkind cut om the part of
the man who made the centuries, He
should have had more gallantry and
more consideration for the ladies.
Howéver, 'everything comes to him
who  waits and also to. her. 'Armm‘
the many spqum features of the
year, Mumm privilege ‘it conveys to
the: 1 ﬁmlprs ol ‘the sociat world
V. thé,mn. an® alt h\:h::ad the
$ attm
by the hachelor mfdsm
Chatham, have edh:; reagon to
most gratéfn) to Ehe' ’anr 1904, That
the ball was a

band edntm bt u. nv«wm

In’l‘lu 1.0 0 ) O Aud;’tm’.mn was
daintily decorated. The waving fes-
ktoons of red and blue seemed to cloge
in the expansivemess of the hall and
make it appear miore homelike and
pleasant, and bring the guests and
charming hostesges closer together.
Then the decorations im addition,
'were tasty in the extreme. Colors
harmonized —with ’-dresses and :the
stationary colers of the room.

The girls, always thoughtful and
dear, ‘had" provided a retreat for the
wall-flowers. \ A bower had been fit-
ted wup for fortuhate youths im
the eastern cormer. ‘A Japamese um-
brella made the roof and down stuffed
chairs and cushiong providéd ons soft
spot for unfortunates. How kind and
considerate the girls were in contrast
with the men; all who had bcedsion
to seek the retreat, realized to the
full. But to de the . girls justice,
khere was seldom! if ever occasiont for
and 'to enjoy the comforts provided.
. The Chaperones received equal ¢on-
sideration. The dais was furmished
in parlor. effect and from this point
of vantage, the chaperones and pa-:
trons, 'whe danced not, enjoyed watch-

ing the fair bachelor maids and their’

oharming partuners Worshhp'ng at the
pitar of : Tetpslchore this
plmmng oasig ‘in the dese.rt f waxed
flgor,’ the chaperones smiled on the
wmerry makers and occasionally de-
sdended to join.im-the dance. Among
¥he number. of these avere noticed Mr,
and Mrs. Geo, Stephens, M. P., Mr.
and Mrs, G .W. Witherspoon, Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Gray, Mrs. Greening, Mrs.
Hugh Malcolmson; Mrs. W. J. Taylor
and many other social ledders. Mirs.
Geo. T. McKeough, honorary secre-
tary, received the guests, and the
young ladies exhibited the same
cleverness in geleeting their honorary
secretary that they evmoed im all
theéir other arramgements im . copnec-
tion with the ball.

The bachelor maids jeft the young
went not long in doubt, and as the
baskful and  timid youthn‘entered the
ball-room, they were welconied with
bright smiles and imvited to damce.
Programs were soon‘filled aund many

Dur the rwhole might evcr;rbod:
enjoyed themselves and drank deep |
from. the pleasures provldcd. Nobody
‘was tired and, when the last dance
had been - ended and a rousing cheer
el ivel el v g oo
even, inclined to 5
Thex'e m a mat deal of rm

young ‘mem as to who
‘woul be the first to be asked for a
dance. C. H. Kemt, John Bray and
Norman Hatper ran all the way lram
their respective . residences to be
ﬂn’t.b\!t 'whmthqgot to thebill

‘th ound George Heyward alrea lei

there, Wwith his program half fil
The school trustee said he had to.go
without ‘his ‘supper to do it, but he
did. He always was a gallant.

Among fBe additional . poetical ac-
kgow s meceived by ‘the
honorary secretary are the follow-
img, which wereé courteously lonmd
to The, Plavet by the ladﬁu

To Chatham' maids "fain of ‘the
ichefor li!'.
This is

'y acceptance

'} Of your nnte of imvite for, noxt Tues-

day night,
- For h's anxious ‘to make your ac-
f i quitance,
at [your shime, precise as ito

{He’ll endeavor as lay,im his power,
He'll da any old’ dance, even get 'up
and prance
Rather than be a wall-flower.
Now list ye, I p:r:-ttw misidens fair,
Who gilve the ball this new Leap

eam
wept as dothi become my fim-
clmuat.nm,
Shall I ‘be left agaimst the wall ‘aslon
. probation ¢

Such a coumse woult ve to me most
paimful,
If indeed 1. might not alse add most
shameful ;
But faint, heant they say, had naver
won faire lady,

S0 I'l accept and hope at least ko
have a dance with (?) Sadie.
Billie ———— ‘accepts your  kind ih-

viitatt iom,
To damce with the pmettw.st girls in
thie nation ;
It ymu program’s not full plemm
g.we him a' dance,
And you may be sune he will jump
.at the chance.
To bachelor maids. {
1 write to .say {3
That Johp ~——ve==
Will be with you to stay,
From night till day.
Uniess, as expected,
He is a wall flowen, '
When he will pmobably léave
At an ealﬂN hsotu

Although the uperla “Robimn Hood“
Just now is i full swing,

‘Aml every person in it should

Shun every other thing—.
Bill ———— g invited
To attend your Leap Year ball
And if you think he'll slight (it,
Then jyou dom’t know him at all.
Dear Mjaids, your favor came to hand;
I am sure your party will be grand;
Thanks very much for being imvited,
The thoughts of going made me ex-
cited.
But, businéss first;
: comes,
Is how the old adage rums.
Sarry&;hat absent from town I will

then pleasure

So mo ‘wallflower you make of me,
F

\

; 'rhi: tor clumsy,

nwkmrd ellows

here was nothlm else in store—
That to partners fair nnd (k?nty he
must dlwa ,lpe a Bo (e

1 thing moro. &

On your umugt 3‘ poerim. long Ifing

 stood’ there, w\ derihg tezm

Doubting, dx-am:nhgf are I ture
to inflict myse omg more ? i

But the silence was unbroken and the
stillness gave no toke

en,
That in search of selfish pleasure 1§

might onoe again explore
All the goodness of lm-mttermg
maidens as 1'd. done before.
Quoth my conscience, “Nevermore.” |

8o on: Tuadny ‘midnight dreary, I
shall ponder, meek and weary,
Reading many a quaint and tndim

editorial utterance o'er;
Yet my thougbts—at ‘timés entranc:
ing—will be with the maids a-

ing
While they tread to music mystic at
the shrine of Terpsichore.
And if mirth at/anchored wall-flow-
ers (other fellows) o'er me pour,
You'll forgive me—just once more.

May  I-hope for pardon’s token lor
reply so poorly spoken;
Words ‘of mine seemed weak and faul-
ty, so yqur kindness I'll implore,
And confess 1 caught Poe napping
witen ' I went out poetry trapping..
But naught found in bards’ creations,
. mor in literary. lore,
To the maids of Maple City can ex-
press my boundless store
Of Good Wishoe-—Evvermorel

To the Bachelor Mmd.s of Chntham‘s
pound,

Mr. and Mrs.
Profound, )

After/ pondcrm long ‘as to what they
should

Are

w:th gnef

Your kind invitation to the Oddtel-
lows’ Hall,
To tread a measuve at the Leap Year
Ball, y
“The writer regrets
Thﬂt his Leap Year debts:
Will prevent him - from treadun; 8
measure ;
For his clothes are in pawn,
Tho’ he hopes before long

To redeem them or bust his suspend-

S
J. 8 ———
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‘TO DISQUALIFY MEMBER

Thomas Joseph Haller, of Bothwell,
began - proceedings on Saturday to
have Wesley Sussex, a member of the
Bothwell council disqualified. 0. L.
Lewis, who is acting for Haller; ap-
peared before Judge Bell to-day and
asked that' a fiat be isgued. The
request ‘'was granted.

The grounds on which this action is
taken are that Sussex is not assessed
for the amoumt required by statute,
which requires that the councMler
shall be asgessed for $600 firee of
encumbrances, Sussex is assessed for
$800 in Bothwell, but thereis a mort-
gage on the property and -a farm in
Zone (valued at $1400) for $750. It
is also urged that Sussex hasn’t paid
his taxes for 1903.

The' third ground on which the diks-
qualification is asked for is that Sus-
sex last year, acting under ordens
from the Charity Committee, furnish-

is provmg conclus1ve1y mr
roper level are ap
tter mvestment t

: Mutmte.. The celebrated enter-
tainers

was a novelty and rendered

a number of selections and encored ||

nwtedly
e wish to thank the ladies and |
gentlemen who' so kindly  assisted,
mndenng ‘their gervices to'ward mnk-
the oonom a suomm. i
ey

TRA Iﬂ SEWOE

The ;rain. on the Lcke Erie arve |

Tunning  very irregularly-  to.day. |
Fer the Iast few days the track bq
been clear, and the trains hnn been
on time. me the snow and
‘wind blocked up;the-tracks north. A
lnight train is ltuok in tlwqm at]

Tuppeirville, and Pierces’ t
rt left Sargia. m;*tr&‘ went |

s moramg. Whiteley’s traj
‘from the south came through tﬂ‘ll
right as ‘everything is clear between
hathami and Blenheim, Whi
wut ‘back  again. ‘to Blemheitn, t!
::mng instead of making his trip

—,-_
‘0 nmn 8Y LAWSE

’ “The pohes lhtt out on Monday
mnext to emforce thé by-laws to the

letter,” said Chief of Police Holmes to |

a Plamet reporter Saturday morni
Enforcing the by-laws to the ll:t‘tg:
will mean big doings in the city ; snow

on the mdewalka for imstance will keep ;

citizems busy for a time at leagt.

Then a numbe: of lumber - dealers

have cedar posts in the street—not in

Lhe ‘way, of course, but then the hy-
'we,

There. are many other - thmg‘ thut
citivens must get uged to-—not after
=4 goven p. m., on Saturdays, you know,

|INQUIRIES AS
10 THE TARIFF

Qucstions_ Sent out to British
 Manufacturers By Cham.
berlain’s Commission

{| Answers Will Form Besis of Tar-

Iff. Bill to be Submitted 1o
. the Nation

‘London, Jam. 80.—Joseph Chamber-
14in’s ta,r.)tf commisgion to-ddy maited
to " all manufacturers -appearing in
trade directories in the United King-
dom an inquiry form with rd to
trade conditions as affected by to(rehu
tariffs. The replies are demgm
form the bisis of further imquiry on

'w.hnch the commission intends to for- |

jmulate o tariff bill which it will sub-
,umt to: the country,

The form: contains 11 gquestions, The
p'u:estmns follow::

What is the proportion 'of “your

Lutput for the home market ?
1 hat is the proportion of your
ou'tput for. foreign markets?

What is  the ' proportion of  your
output for the. colonial merkets?

: What branches of your home trade
huve suffered’ from €ompetition

LAre any | articles & milar . to thoge
iow manufactureé imported into your
country below, your cost price ?

\Alre such articles plaoed on the Brut-

nce‘z

‘

scnmma
puttmg money m th I_

gty

Furntshl gs.:_'

oppegs aad: that high-gr
v: not taken n?f‘m of“t

attmtxon now with the sole ob

" Meu's striped union under-
~\'elr.ﬁlll sizes,regular 356, per
garment now . -

. Men’s fine mported black
| cashmere sox,all sizes, reguiar
zsc goods, “now . .

!(en (] wool and nm lined
; underwen, shirts and drawers

ngnltrsoout.-h;now . 390

grutly reduced

.00 Dinner Sets for -

00 Dinner Sets for -
.50 Toilet Sets for - -
.00 Parlor Lamps for - -

- $8.50
$5.00
$5.00
$4.25

OWQ“OQW

‘their season. Wamvercarry goods over,
of the reductions we are making :—

How abont your wants in
CROCKERY AND CHINA?

Special Jannary prices shotld attract you to the China Hall.

Come here and get suited, theu}price and the goods will be right.

|3 BRAY'S CHINA HALL,

However we do not nllow dnllness to enter here. dur-
ing this melancholy month of trade, but keep the vohmn 1
.‘of business up by markmg regular prices down.

Everythmg that belongs to winter is rewwmal

object of clear nﬁ
ere a.regme_

Little boys’ red‘en of blach’w
-and.colored frieze, warm %
eqnhthnwereS;andlg.so.

"yboths’ fincy cheviot over %
coats, Raglanette style, long, "
loose with vettical pockets, 2%
velvet collars, sizes 30 ‘0 3a,
that were $6.00 and $7.00;
reduced 0 $4.95 and -

Any men’s $10 winter over- .
€od's in the store,and we have
a good‘ahowmg in all nzeu,m i

ey

25 per cent. off all fur cnps and all fnr lined coats dre

ty

THORNTON & DOUGLAS,  Limited. -

$15.00 Dinner Sets for - - $12:
8 5.00 Tea Sets, China, for $ 4
§ 5,00 Toilet, Sets for - - §

"'§ 8.50 Parlor Lampsfor - § 6.2

§54

090000000000 0600000000

L

King Strest,
Upp.. Merchants Bank,
om“m«moomm»“

Thc dose is'one, just one pill at
bedti{n TI;%garucoat‘ zcil, mild,’
certain ey cure in ’esﬁon*
biliousness. '

ish m}srket below the nm'ml cost of
production in the country of origin ¢

Ts your trade suffering from the
adverse comipetition of turedtn coun-
tries, owing to difference im ‘wiages,
?ours, ete.t
7 Has your expnrt trade suffered in
recent years owing:to -the tariff of
any foreigm country ¢

What requction im the tarutf of any
foreign country weuld enable you: to’
Compete - successfully ' within ‘that
country  with ~commodities made
therein similar ' to those 'you manu.-
facture ¢

rtumt

What s yon.r expe:rmwe in r
to tolreng'n competition in-the co
iea ?
In your trade do sou suffer trom'

tration laws of other coumtriest

B
DUNDONALD NIGHT,. for Robin
Hood, Thursday, Feb. 11th.

—
'l‘wo .only, Men’'s Dressing ‘Gowns,
reﬂulat prioe 312250 for $8.50, at Ths

Ask for Minard’s

s g

d dy that the udpreqedented values oﬁered in ozd;r to - mcklff Tediice otir stock o0 its
i uile clothing at these pr:mjis
opvo Rl

a:f.i‘:*' .

)

TR

it oM

the epération of patent laws or regis-

and take no otb*

| Men’s 50c all ‘silk neckwear, four-in-
hands, puffs and flowing ends, pick & ocha Y Cleas-. ad i - i
themoutatoaly 0 'sc; Ll R Sale g e il o o gl $7 TR 6 and !75 hnuforsxar.h.
" ‘Men’s tm&ml un'leuhxm and draw- . e : ] -
| qualiy for ~

L0 R




