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MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS.

The letter which we published yester-
day from Mr. H. S. Wallace, ex-mayor
of Rossland, very naturally excited a
good deal of comment. Amongst most}
people it was thought, as far as the
Miner can form a judgment in the mat-
zer, that what Mr. Wallace bad to say
was thoroughly justified in the circum-
stances. However that may be, we
are quite sure that all will agree with
us in saying that it is eminently desir-
able that all who have the best in-
terests of the city at heart should take
a live interest in the approaching muni-
<¢ipal contest and endeavor by voice and
ven to guide the destines of Rossland
in the way which leads to municipal
prosperity. Polling day is not now so
wvery far distant; and, while the names
of a number of gentlemen who would
make likely candidates for the office of
the chief magistracy have been men-
tioned, no definite choice has as yet, we
understand, been made by those who are
interesting themselves in arranging that
sve shall have a competent civic admin-
istration during the following year. It
seems superfluous for the Miner to re-
mark that the matter is a most impor-
tant one—we are all properly impress-
ed with that fact; but we think the
time has arrived when some definite as-
surance should be given the citizens
that a geitleman will stand for the
position of mayor who is likely to re-
ceive the support of all -classes of
citizens.

e

CANADA’S PLAN ADOPTED.

Not only with the despatch of a fur-
ther contribution of men and munitions
of war, but, also, by sending experienced
men and women to serve upon the edu-
cational ‘'staff of the mewly-established
school system. of the Boer siates; - will
Canada give valuable aid to the Mother

" Country in the settlement of the South

African problem. Principal Mullen of
the Normal School at Fredericton, N.
B., has been cabled through¢Lord Minto,
by the Imperial ‘authorities, offering
him the position of principal of the
Normal School at Pretoria. Positions
as teachers in this institution are also
offered in the same cable to two, women
of Fredericton.

The British government 'has been en-
deavoring to settle upon.-an educational
system for the Orange River Colony end
the Transvaal, which will tend to make
the Dutch in those states eventually
good British subjects. Considerable
difference of opinion has been held as to
the kind of educational system advis-
able to establish there. Two systems
were proposed, and both strongly advo-
cated; one, by which the Kngusn
language was to be made the official
language of the country; and the other,
by which both English and Dutch were
to be officially recognized.

It has finally been decided that the
dual language system shall be adopted
and followed in the new British colonies
of South Africa, and that both English
and Dutch shall be taught in the public
schools. there. ' As Canada is the only
British colony in which a similar sys-
tem is in vogue, E. B. .Seargeant was
commissioned by the Provisional South
“'African government to inquire into the
operation of the public school system
of the Dominion, with a view to the
establishment of a similar system  in
the Transvaal and the Orange River
Colony. :

Before returning to South Africa, Mr.
Seargeant secured e Services of 2
number of Canadian school teachers to
£o there.

BRITISH EMPLOYERS PUZZLED.

"The question of how to deal with old
men is a.gitatilnz British employers.
The feeling is growing that the com-
mercial success of the United States
is due to its confidence in young men
and to its willingness to promote them
to responsible positions. Seymour
Bell, the British commerr,;ial agent in
Chicago, recently attended a meeting
©of the London Chamber of Commerce
for the purpose of advising its mem-
‘bers how to increase English trade in
America. One of the first questions
was asked by H. L. Symonds, man-
aging director of Mordani &. Co., the
largest manufacturers of novelties in
Great Britain, who wished to know
swhat the United States does with its
©ld men.

“This is the most crucial question

said. “Everywhere we are loaded with
employees from 50 to 60 years of age,
who retard progress at every step. In
my opiion, it would be cheaper to
retire them on half pay and substi-
tute youthful energies and ideas.”
Mr. Symonds declared that Ameri-
cans in similar cases did not employ
men over 45 years of age, and that
such men were frequently compelled
to take menial positions, He said that
he knew of an instance where a man
who had been receiving $15,000 a year

" MR. CLUTE’S CANDI ATUKE.

It is a matter for congratulation o’n
the part of the people of Rossland that
such a lively interest is being mani-
fested in municipal matters at the
present time, and the meeting on Fri-
day evening demonstrated that the
citizens who have the welfare of the

[town at heart are determined to see

that a municipal government is in-
stalled which will ensure civic pros-

was now glad to work for $16 a week.
Charles .S. Drummond, . director of
the British Electric Traction Company,
said: “I am econvinced that England
i on the brink of 4 commercial revo-
lution. Young men, long repressed
and discouraged, are revolting. . In-
spifed by the many examples of suc-
cess among the youth of America and
the colonies, they demand.that .they
be given the same opportunities at
home. ; :
“They attribute England’s apparent
inability to cope with the Yankees to
the fossilized methods of their elders.
The older men will be surely forced
to the wall unless they speedily awake
to the necessity of proceeding on mod-
ern lines.” fis
Dr. Drummond went on to state that
the only way England could meet
America on equal terms was the
prompt introduction of 1labor-saving
machinery .and the specialization of
work by individual factories. A memsy

ber of the chambers pointed out thas |

such a reform would meet with an in-
itial difficulty in the opposition of
labor-saving. devices. He foresaw
troubles ahead for employers and
workmen.

BRITISH TRADES UNIONS.

We take the folowing from the To-
ronto Globe: The recent decision of the
British House of Lords is drawing the
line rather close around trades un-
ions, and m.a.ny such organizations are

learning -for the first time, through

surprising judicial decisions, that the

rights they have so long enjoyed have
passed away. Heretofore pickating has
not been considered a criminal oilence,
but those days are over, at least for
the present, and the union men are
made to realize how matters stand. A
case that arose recently out of a strike
at a cotton mill in an Englisn town
is cited in the Mining Record. Five
young men were summoned to courc
charged with having = unlawfully,
wrongfully and without legal author-
ity beset the mill with the view to com--
pel a weaver employed there to ab-
stain from working. The defendants
had formed themselves into a Dband
of music and had paraded the streets
in the neighborhood of the works fol-
lowed by a large crowd. :
It was admitted that they had mnot
used or threatened to use violence, nor
had they on any occasion halted at the
mill. It was, however, stated that
their action had resulted in persons
who were still at work being terror-
ized. The defence was that the band
was an ordinary “strike band,” engag-
ed simply in advertising the strike,
and that the defendants had not
sought in any illegal way to induce
the mill hands away from their em-
ployments. The jury found the de-
fendants guilty and fined them twen-
ty shillings each.

TIMIBER RESOURCES
The news that Russia is ati last about
to manage her almost illimitable forests
on a scientific plan and more vigorously
cempcte for Great Britain’s trade in
timber draws attention to  the threat-
ened shortage in the world’s supply of
wood. For the past five years Great
Britain has spent on' the average $110,-
000,000 a. year on timber. She has
bought largely from countries whose
supply is now falling off. Norway's
output is decreasing; Austria’s is de-
creasing; and even Canada’s apparently
boundless resources. have supplied Eu-
rope with less and lesa timber in the
last few years. But the shortage in
Europe alone amounted last year
2,600,000 tons, and in Eupore thisis only
likely to be wiped out by increased sup-
ply from Sweden and Russia which
scientific forestry would produce. Of
the nations consuming timber Gréat
Brilain stands easily first, spending an-
nually on the average $40,000,000 more
th:n Germany, which comes second, and
£95,000,000 more than France, which
makes a bad third. The United States
has recently made a great effort to
caler for the world’s need in this as well
as in other respects, but owing to her
vast plains and prairies the TUnited
States cannot long continue to export
timber. The experts in forestry, how-
ever, declare that the British Empire
could easily grow its own supply if
scientific forestry and rational manage-
ment were introduced throughout the
Empire. It was stated on Saturday by
"n Indian forest officer that if the mag-
nificent timber resources of Canada
were controlled by a system as thor-
ough as that established in India, the
Dominion could easily supply the Moth-

perity for the forthcoming year. The
nomination of Alderman Clute for the
position of mayor was made unani-
' mous, and those who participated in
the vote are men competent to give
an expression of feeling which reflects
the sentiment of the entire people upon
the matter under discussion. Alder-
man- Clute is a man likely to receive
the support of a majority of the peo-
ple of the city; but, while that is so,
there must be no question left open as
to where he stands in respect to the
main issue. We take it that we are
expressing the matter fairly accurate-
ly when we say that the main issue
in the forthcoming municipal campaign
is one that may be termed the case of
the agitator element against those who
are desirous of seeing Rossland freed
from the thraldom of the tyranny of
rampant unionism.,
In some quarters it has been stated
that Mr. Clute’s candidature would
not be opposed by the Municipal
Labor Party, as they could look to
him to further their own ends, There
ought not to be any doubt about this
matter. It is too serious to be left
in abeyance.. Mr. Clute either stands
for the supremacy in municipal affairs
of the conservative element—that is,
those who desire the progress of Ross-
land along legitimate lines—or else he
stands for the supremacy of the labor
element. It seems to the Miner that
it devolves upon Mr. Clute to express
himself in respect to his position in
this regard. :
There is only one issue in this cam-
paign—that is, shall Rossland be hand-
ed over to the control of the men who
have created disturbances here in re-
spect to labor matters during the past
few months ,or shall it be handed over
to the control of Rossland’s best citi-
Mr. Clute cannot ride two
horses; he cannot run with the hare
and hunt with the hounds. An early
declaration of his position would seem
to be in order. We have no doubt
at all that Mr. Clute, having clearly
defined his position, and that positien
‘being in accordance with the viewsiof
the people who have the best inters
ests of the community at heart, would
be elected by a very large majority;
but it will be a very disquieting fea-
ture in the situation if it is supposed
‘that Mr. Clute’s candidature is likély
to meet with the approval of an ele-

zens.

| ment whose whole aspirations are con-

trary to the wishes of those who de-
sire good civic government. There is
little more. to_be, said at this time re-
garding the situation affecting muni-
cipal affairs. The Rossland Miner will
be found advocating at all times the
candidacy of those who stand for all
that is best in civic affairs; but it cer-
tainly will not lend its efforts to the
support of an intrigue which might at
some time develop conditions which
would be harmful to the city. We may
be somewhat premature in suggesting
that Mr. Clute’s position as a candidate
for mayor may be welcomed by the
element which has been working so
disastrously to R.ossland, but we think
it ought to be clearly stated that Mr.
Clute stands at all times for those
people who are opposed to the suprem-
acy in this city of the scheme of the
Western Federation of Miners.

JOHN HOUSTON.

, The most contemptible character en-

gaged in journalism in Canads is thus
alldded to by Mayor Fletcher of Nel-
son: John, Houston, in his daily effu-
sions, is always and has always been,
mud-slinging. During his residence in
B. C. I do not think a single promi-
nent man, either in municipal or pro-
vincial politics, has escaped him. He
has opposed everythihg introduoed
into the town, viz. gas works, tram-
way, etc., except the. water works and
electric light plant, the latter of course
was a matter of money, he being the
principal holder. He has fought every
by-law not originated by himself, not
on its merits but for personal sfaite.
His railway policy was one thing for
Nelson, and another for the Boundary
country. His living wage descended
from $3 to $1.40 per day, aécording to
circumstances. His wonderful brain
has given birth to every bright idea,
political or social, that should govern
us throughout the Province. “The dirty
Conservatives,” “the renegade Liber-
als,” “the hypocritical church people,”
and “the cursed Englishmen” have all
been scored alike. To set class, as he
calls it, agalnst class, race against
race, and creating a storm centre in
Nelson may be good points for a pro-
gressive man, and one with those
ideas may be a friend, if so, I can
only say, “Lord, deliver us from such

er Country with 3,000,000 tons of tim-

gonfronting ' our manufacturers,”” ha

ber a year.
4

friends.” A house divided against it-

" A CONSPIRACY OF LAZINESS.

The London Times has about arrive
ai the conclusion that if British indus-
kyisinabadway,oratleastina
worse way than it was, it is because
the British workingmen have entered in-
to a conspiracy of laziness. While not
absolutely laying down this position in
a; many words, the great mnewspaper
gives publicity and editorial approval
to a taree-column instalment of an at-
1ack by “a correspondent,” on what he
denounces as the newer trade uniomism.
The principle of this alleged new dis-
pensation is that a man should not work
as hard as he is able, because if he does
not others will have to be eal.led in to
help. Thé old way was to increase th
volume of trade and so increase the
demand for workers; the new is to be
satisfied with what ig going but to see
'that all get employement and -at good
wages. ; ;
The working out of fthe principle is
‘illustrated in this wise in the building
trade, of which the first letter makes
mention There is no trades union rule
as to the number of bricks a man
should lay in a day; but it appears
there is an unwritten law on the sub-
ject. Thirty years ago they laid their
1,200 a day; twenty years ago they still
were able to lay 1,000 a day; but now
400 is the maximum. The workmen must
g0 easy” and mnot exceed the limit,
thereby saving the faces of those who
do not want to work harder and inci-
Jdentally making work for several more
men. It is told that a young fellow
once went so far as to lay 724 bricks in
his firet day, which number was ascer-
tained by count of the other men, who
promptly warned him not to come
back. He was put on another job,
started ir. at the same foolish pace, and
was forced to go away altogether. If
he had been kept there would have been
a strike, for the others belived thor-
oughly in the principle of “giving an-
other man a show.” It is told of a firm
of contractors that when their men
were on work where they could easily
have laid from 600 to 700 bricks a day,
and did not, the employers complained.
The answer was ‘The London County
Council limit is 330 bricks the day. That
is what they comsider a fair day’s work,
and we are not going to do more for
yon or anyone else.” In 'the case of a
public brilding it was found that the
men ware laying an average of only 70
bricks a day. It is ciaimed that all the
other lLui'ding trades follow the “same
plan. To dodge some of them the con-
tractors avail themselves of outside labor
where possible, as in importing doors
frow Sweden at 9s 6d., which if iade
cin the “go easy” plan with the same
machinery in England would cost 13s.6d

LABOR CONDITIONS IN NEW ZEA- |
i LAND.

We cannot do better than give over a
considera’s;iv portion or our space this
morning to the reproduction of an article
fror: a Ncw Zealand paper which indi-
cates the ‘sentiment in our sister colony
in respect to labor matters. People who
imagine that our labor disputes can be
successfully obliterated by the introdue-
tion of the Conciliation and Arbitration
Act of New Zealand will not relish the
news that their favorite fetish has al-
ready beeu thrown overboard by its own
nsiive worshippers and its impotence’
acknowledged. We commend to our
readers the following editorial from the
Nev, Zealand Herald of November 8th,
showing the reasons which led to the
abandonment of this costly and absurd
experiment: ;

There has been a considerable
amount of controversy in England and
Australia on the subject of the work-
ing of the Conciliation and Arbitra-
tion Act of New Zealand. That con-
troversy must now be regarded ‘as
closed, because the parliament which
enacted the law, the very men who
were enthusiastic in passing it, have
declared that it is a failure. They
have done this by repealing the lead-
ing and most prominent feature of the
Act. They have done so in spite of
the arguments and entreaties of the
premier. The Ac¢t is now radically
 different from what it was. It can no
longer be cited in any part of the
world as an example to be followed in
tha regulation of labor.

‘When the Conciliation and Arbitra-
tion Bill was brought in by Mr. Reev-
es, now the agent-general for New
Zealand in London, he impressed upon
the house that above all things it was
a conciliation measure. Its great ob-
ject was, in the case of a trade dis-
pute, to bring the two parties together
before a board on which both could be
represented, with a chairman who was
entirely unbiased. Then the subject
of dispute would be canvassed, and an
agreement come to, in most cases, by
a process of explanation and compro-
mise. There were clauses in the bill
establishing an arbitration court, which
had the power to make awards and
to enforce them by penaltfés—that is
to say, penalties could be enforced
against the employers. But this court
and this power of enforcement would
seldom, or never, have to be resorted
to. It would remain as an expedient
of last resort, and its very existence
would obviate all necessity of appeal-

Conciliation and mutual agreement
were to be the Keynotes of the meas-
ure.

It has been evident to all, and es-
pecially of late, that the Act has been
operated in a quite different manner
to what was intended. It was an
Act to obviate strikes by getting the
parties to confer. But the concilia-
tion part of it, which was declared to
bu the chief, was lost sight of almost
trom the beginning. The law could
be put in motion by the action of a
very few members of a trades union.
A chployer who had never had any
complaint or representations from
those employed by him found himself
summoned before the board with a
demand that he should agree to cer-
tain requirements in respect to. which
he had never been spoken to before.
Then a whole batch of employers of
that and cognate trades were summon-
ed, and a hearing was entered into
which sometimes lasted for weeks or
months. There was no talk even of
conciliation from the first. Another
feature made its appearance which
might have been -anticipated, and
which was clearly seen to be a nec-
essary consequence of our Act else-
where than in New Zealand, where
our politicians are blind to everything
except the immediate necessity of get-
ting votes. We quoted lately the
statement of an American paper,
which said: “Those who create boards
to settle disputes that may possibly
arise are likely always to have dis-
putes to settle. * * * * Whether sup-
posed wrongs are to be righted by

law or by arbitration, or by strikes |

and boycotts in violation of.laws,
those who are paid for the purpose of
righting wrongs will never fail to find
enough- to keep courts, arbitrators,
strike and boycott promoters going re-
gardless of cost or loss to the parties
concerned, or of the injuries to those
who must suffer indirectly.”

The Act was passed in 1894, so that,
there has been abundant time to ob-
serve the effect of the working of its
machinery. An amendment Act was
brought in by the government making
a few alterations. But the house took
possession of the bill, and in spite of
the premier made the changes we have
referred to. On the motion of Mr. Wil-
lis, a government supporter, a clause
was added to the bill enabling either
party to an industrial dispute to
carry it at once to the arbitration
court without g}oing before the con-
ciliation board.( The clause was op-
posed by the premier, who pointed out
that the result would be “to wipe out
all the boards,” and would be a giv-
ing away ‘of the main principle of the
Act. But the clause was carried against
the government by 30 to 18. The main
arguments against the conciliation
boards were thbse we have mentioned
above. It was urged that the mem-
bers of the boards or some of them,
being paid by the number of sittings,
had spun out the business; and, in
fact, had been the means of creating
disputes in order to obtain fees. Also
it was shown that the conciliation
boards had really conciliated nothing,
that they had merely been causes of
enormous expense to the country and
to the parties, and that almost every
case brought had been sent on to the
arbitration court. The bill was sent
to the legislative council with this
clause in it, and the government made
an effort to have it thrown out there.
But the council, although composed
mainly of followers of the government,
declined to excise the clause. When

the bill came again before the house,
the premier said that he deeply re-

gretted the insertion of the new clause
which, to use his own words, “meant
practically a reversal of-what had
hitherto been the policy of the Act.”
The reply made to the premier was,
that only a few weeks before he had
told the trades union that ‘“‘they were
riding the Act to death.” In his speech
in the house, the premier said: “If they
took advantage of the amendment
that had been made, and on every oc-
casion ignored the conciliation boards,
he said—and his words would prove
prophetic—that it meant trouble both
to employed and employers. They
started on conciliation; they ought to
keep to conciliation.” Mr. Pirani show-
ed that the Wellington conciliation
board had cost £1,100 and had set-
tled only two cases. Mr. G. W. Rus-
sel pointed out that the premier’s own
speeches about “riding the thing to
death” had been large causes in the
revulsion of feeling which had taken
place. The premier was forced to pass
the bill with the obnoxious clause in
it, and it is said that if he had not
the government would have had to re-
sign.

The Act, therefore, as heretofore
worked, has been a failure. That is
now declared on the hlghést authority.
Its most prominent principle has been
repealed. Whether under the new sys-
tem it is likely to work well we shall
not discuss at present. 3

BRITISH LABOR TROUBLES.

English employers complain that |
after they meet the demands of labor as
to hours and wages the trades union
system artificially restricts the produc-

bIng to it. These were the representa-

self can never stand.

tions on which the bill was agreed to.

tiveness of labor.
In other words the employers contend

fair wages they are encouraged to
“goldier.” The following extract from
a bricklayers’ laborer’s card, illustrates
the contention of the English employ-
ers:

Rule 5. You are strictly cautioned
not ito, outstep good rules by doing dou-
ble the work you are required and caus-
ing others to do the same in order to
gain a smile from your master. Such
foolhardy and deceitful actions leave a
great number of good members out of
employment the year round. Certain
individuals have been guilty, who will
be expelled if they do not refrain.

The theory set forth in this union
card is that if each laborer will attempt
‘to do a little less there will be a little
more work for somebody else to do. The
less work that a man does for his money
the more money will have to be spentin
getting other people to help the idlers.
The truths of political economy may be
embodied in these nofions, but the em-
ployers who give a fair day’s wages are
surely entitled to a fair day’s work,

DRINK BILL OF THE NATIONS.

Some interesting statistics have re-
cently been published by the board of
trade of Great Britain and Ireland,
showing the consumption of alcoholic
liquors during the past year in the
United Kingdom, France, Germany and
the United States. The following table
shows the governmemftial revenues from
alcoholic beverages:

Net. rev. Propor. to
From tax tot. nat’l
on drink. revenue.
United Kingdom.. $47,870,000 36 per cent
22,034,000 19 per cent
Germany 13,717,000 18 per cent
United States ... 39,968,000 29 per cent

The comsumption of wine in the four

countries is given thus:

. Frahce

ceesascoes

Total

consump. Per hd.
gals. gals.
15,816,800 9.39
983,158,000 25.40
81,834,000 1.45

United Kingdom

United States

The following table shows the con-
sumption of beer:
Total

consump. Per hd.
gals. gals.
United King’m (1900) 1,298,756,000 31.7
France (1900) .... 238,194,000 6.2
Germany (1899) 1,527,878,000 27.5
United States (1899).. 934,210,000 13.2
The amount of spirits consumed 1is

given as follows:
Total
consump. Per hd.

gals. gals.
45,800,000 1.12
78,452,000 2.02
Germany (1968) 107,100,000 194
United States (1899) .. 81,000,000 -1.06
“The figures are likely to surprise
people who are unfamiliar with the sub-
Ject,” remarks the Chicago Inter Ocean.
While France more than maintains her
old reputation as the greatest wine con-
suming country of the world, it is found
that the per capita consumption of beer
in the United Kingdom is greater by
about four per ceut than in Germany,
which has generally been considered
pre-eminenitly the beer drinking coun-
try. “Contrary to the popular idea,
Germany takes the lead as the con-
sumer of strong drinks,” comments the
Inter Ocean, ‘“‘and mnotwithstanding the
reputaftion of our people as whisky
drinkers, we consume a less quantity
of ardent spirits per capita than amy
of the others.”” The Topeka Capital
says:
“It is evident that there is plenty of
work for Ithe temperamce societies of
the world to do, when not only is the
use of alcoholic drinks excessive and in-
temperate in most civilized countries,
but it is steadily omn the increase. In
England, for example, although twelve
years ago as much beer was consumed
per capita as is now consumed in the
United States, yet in these twelve years
the consumption has increased nearly
50 per cent per capita, and a good deal
more than 50 per cent in total volume.”

United King’m (1900) ..
France (1900)

A ROUGH VOYAGE.

The Schooner Long Arrives at Port
Townsend From Nome.

PORT TOWNSEND, Wash., Dec. 10.
—The schooner Ralph J. Long, Captain
M. F. Greene, 47 days from Cape Nome,
with 90 passengers and 15 stowaways,
has arrived, and according to the pas-
sengers she had the most eventful
voyage of any vessel ever sailing from
the north.

The Long sailed from Nome October
23 with provisions enough to last her
to Dutch Harbor under favorable cir-
cumstances. Before reaching that
port the water supply gave out, and
for two days the passengers were with-
out water. From the time of sailing
from Dutch Harbor the Long exper-
ienced continual gales of unusual se-
verity, the most severe being on No-
vember 11, when seas swept the vessel
from stern to bow, carrying away &
portion of the water supply and oné
lifeboat. Mate Hansen was washed
overboard by an immense sea and
drowned.

The last two weeks of the voyage
the passengers had to depend upon
what rain they could catch for.a
water supply.

BOSTON ELECTION.

Democrats Won, a Complete Victory
Over Republicans.
BOSTON, Dec. 10.—The Democrats
overwhelmed the Republicans in ‘he

city election today, General P. Collins
being elected over Mayor Thomas Hart
by the largest plurality in a quarter of 2
century. The Democrats also obtained
control of both branches of the city oV~
ernment, elected their street commif
sioner and practically all candidates for
school commissioners.
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