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THE ALBERTA CONVENTION
The steady, firm and well balanced growth 

of the organized fanners' movement thruout 
the prairie provinces was clearly evidenced at 
the annual convention of the L'nited Farmers 
of Alberta held in Calgary last week. On 
that occasion one thousand men and women 
gathered together from every comer of that 
province and for four days deliberated seriously 
on the great problems which must be settled 
for the wellbeing of the people on the land 
The business of the convention was conducted 
in a manner which paid a tribute to the edu
cational work of the past year Thousands of 
young men from the farms of Alberta have 
donned the uniform since last year and are 
now numbered in the ranks of the allied armies 
But the Anglo-Saxon spirit is still dominant > 
among those who are carrying on the work 
at home and "Business as Usual." which has 
meant so much in Great Britain, is also the 

' conscious and unconscious slogan of the 
United Farmers of Alberta. The organized 
farmers have no intention whatever of relaxing 
their vigilance on account of the war They 
realize that instead of the war paralizing buw- 
ness thruout Canada that it is reviving rapidly 
and that those interests which levy toil from 
the men and women on the land are strengthen
ing their grip day by day. The privileged 
interests have never relaxed their efforts nor 
lost an opportunity created by the war to 
bring into their treasuries more of the wealth 
created by the common people The only 
effet, live organisation m Canada today which 
* fighting against the rapacity of Special 
Privilege is that of the farmers If the farmers 
were to lay down their arms during this war 
the result would be to put hack the hope of 
true democracy by a decade

Una of the encouraging features of the 
Alberta convention eras the interest shown by 
the women delegates in questions which are 
generally supposed to be outside “woman's 
sphere " But the women are to have the vote 
shortly and m all probability the 
franchise sail automatically entitle i 
to vote also in federal elect tuns. Fur this 
reason there is not now any question of public 
importance upon which the women should 
not be as well inf unwed as the men This very 
fact will mean a greater interest and a more 
rapid growth in the ranks of tfie farmers"
organization* in all three 
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proposition for the organisation of a 
Free Trade League was laid before the dcie- 
!»<*• and received their unanimous approval 
It was pointed out that a Free Trade League 
would give the farmers an opportunity to 
work directly for the solution of the taxation 
problem There iras but one opinion among 
the delegates as to the need for such work and 
they therefore welcomed the formation of a 
Free Trade League The mult eras that when 
the usual resolution in favor of a “Third 
Party" eras brought before the meeting it eras 
tabled The delegates fell that it would be 
• uer to work for Free Trade thru an organiza
tion formed for that purpose than to project 
the» own organization into the dangerous 
field uf party publics The mult will he that 
as *mi as a Free Trade League ie organised 
it will hod a warm wekume and hearty support 
anwavg Uw fanners of the Western praine 
JKvvince

The question uf agricultural credit was die- 
cussed at great length at the convention 
leer by year this question » taking a more 
mq-jctanl place m the délibérât»*» uf the 
organised farmers Delegates freely expresard 
themselves that the present hanking system 
providing credi*. un three months’ paper was 
—1 satisfactory, Even if the credit were 
•unocnl and the rate ef interest satisfactory. 
Uw three months' note system planed the

liorrower completely at the mercy of the local 
t«mk manager. There were many statements 
to the effect that such short time loans were 
often called in and were only paid by the 
farmers by the sacrifie* of stock at less than a 
fair market price Kx-Governor Ix-tdy. of 
Kansas, who eight years ago took up a home
stead in the Peace River country and has 
become a Canadian citizen, gave an address 
on the Kansas system which had provided 
suitable credil to the farmers of that state 
and had brought them prosperity. Mr Leedy 
declared that he had no fault to find with the 
Canadian banking system for commercial 
business, which was what it had been organised 
for. but he advocated a supplementary system 
of smaller banks to meet the needs of th* 
farmers and stockmen The convention passed 
a resolution asking the Provincial Government 
to provide a co-operative credit system and 
another asking for an amendment to the Bank
ing Act permitting hanks to loan on the 
security of livestock on the farm The bank
ing system of Canada is now hetng tested 
In the opinion of the farmers of the West it 
doe* nut meet their needs, If the bankers 
cannot adapt the present system to the needs 
of these three great agricultural provigees 
they must be |*rphmf for a supplementary 
system that will provide the facilities required 
ft* the development uf a prosperous farming 
community.

The irrigation jiroblem also came up for 
consideration and the delegates present (rum 
the C»leu-hen district made it absolutely clear 
tliat things are not as they should be in that 
section of the C P R irrigation area They 
were prcj»ared to submit to a practical demons
tration of the value uf irrigation on their land, 
but until such demonslmlion had been mark 
they demanded that they be not nwnpciled 
to pay fur water which they declared they did 
not need h would seem that the farmers in 
that |<articular part of the irrigation area are 
entitled to their ilcmands and the convention 
I «asset I a resolution in favor of them

A large volume of im|iortant busmens eras 
transacted by the delegates and the new board 
uf directors and ufficcn were instructed to 
carry the resolutions to the jirufier authorities 
and request that they be given effect to 
Barked by the organisation which ie 1 e-hind 
them the directors are certain to receive 
attention and the stronger the organization 
becomes the doser the attention they will

RUVIM I Ml. IK PLEDGES
The people of Manitoba who believe in pro

gressive legislation have watched with a great 
«leal uf gratification the proceedings «if the 
Manitoba Legislature since it assembled on 
January 6 The |mmt government came 
into power on a very progressive platform, 
including woman suffrage, direct legislation, 
cumpuhory education and prohibitum subject 
to referendum There were many people of 
course who jeedicted that the Noma Govern
ment. like most other governments, would 
forget all its |«tsnwe« as soon as it attained 
power and would pruned to legislate for the 
benefit of the ■ •-«-* .1—■ — —\ the special 
privileged desses just as their 'pmlenwmn 
in office did and must «*her Canadian Govern
ments have done Many of those who sup- 
ported the government even were a little 
ihibmus and it has therefore lwen most re
freshing to witness the manner in which the 
new government has set Ui work to carry out 
Its pledge-. Bills carrying into fan* the 
promus* uf the government on all of the 
questions mentioned above are already well 
on their way and there appears to be no doubt 
whatever that they will heccene law en thin 
the nest few weeks The Ulh of March has

been fixed as the day on which the Macdonald 
Prohibition Act will he submitted to the 
voters of the province, and according to the 
bill as it now stands a I mi re majority of the 
votes cast will decide whether or not the 
liquor traffic will be lumished from Manitoba 
on the 31st of May. 1916

One feature which is causing a good deal of 
dissatisfaction, especially among the women 
of the province, is the fact that women mil 
not be able to cast their votes on the prohibition 
referendum Strong representations have lwen 
made to the government to allow the women 
to vote, but it is pointed out that th* would 
necessitate the compiling of a new voters" list, 
which would not only cost considerable money, 
but would make it necessary to delay «he 
taking of the vote and the coming into force 
of the temperance act in the event of it* 
carrying We certainly sympathise with the 
women in their desire to help slay the dragon 
of the liquor traffic, but there is not much 
doubt that tlw vote of the men will he suffirirm 
to carry prohibition by a large majority.

LESS DRUNKENNESS IN SASKATCHEWAN
The result of the banishing of the bar in 

Saskatchewan » being dourly watched by 
those interested in the tctn|wrance qucsliuu 
thruout Canada Predict**» were nwk 
before the law went into effect ilial the closing 
of the bars anil the sale of liquor m government 

•dispensaries would be followed by mure 
drunkenness than before ami many other evil 
consequences Exucnnwt ha* shown tbuse 
prophesies to be (alar The IHihlic .Service 
Monthly «if Saskatchewan, which * published 
by the lYuvincial Government gives in it» 
current tame figures taken (nan the |wilier 
court record* -l the province. shuwuig the 
number of raies of dronkmimw which «su* 
before the magistrates in Saskatchewan cities 
and towns «luring July. August and Scptanlwr. 
1913, ami in tlw owrcepurvluig months of 1914. 
The figures which are given Iwdow should be 
cuodusive evidence that the tarnishing of the 
bar has greatly reduced the amount of drunken 
neae m.lhr | wo Vince of Saskatchewan

1914 1913
Town 1‘aeea Gmae

Muuw Jaw ... ..........794 74
Regina ............. 249 3»
Saskatoon ......... ........... 137 64
1 Vince Albert .. 61 16

It » urrmt 41 l
North BatUeford .... 33 ■
Me'ville .... 22 «0
W«$ybum 33 13
Humboldt ............. 13 ml
Kslevan . 19 II
Ruertraro ............ 4 ml

Manitoba and Alberta will undoubtedly be
!«le to furnish similar recurds m the Utter

half of 1916

PATRIOTIC TAXES
Tlw of imgMJMftjg «■•■»*t***» for the

pun***- of raising money lor the Palnutic and 
Red Crum Fundi * being vary widely d* 
cussed and the pruuued » meeting with a good 
deal u< support There *. however, consider 
able difference of opuuoo m to the method of 
taxa law which should be applied in railing 
funds for these purtweaa A country weekly 
puMtshasl in Manitoba objecta to the proposal 
iihuic 10 Tlw (iutftv th* 1 Uw th'tiM
be uuiw land values. <w Uw ground that tip 
woukTpbKwan unfair burden upon Uw farmers. 
It » pumted out. and truly, that Uw oamer 
of farm land wuuld not be able to shift Uw 
burden on |o others by reàmng Uw price of Uw 
commodities which he sells It * ran tended, 
however nod baye «air country oaitemporary 
■ in error—that Uw wsrner of city land would


