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The Mail Bag
Wiry FARMS ARE DESERTED
K#litor, Guide: That tin- ,'iverag«* far 

m«*r in Manitoba, with bin 
in vest ment ?in#l his year -, labor ha - to 
be Mat isfie#! with ;« 1#*m- imt irmornc. ay 
shown in mv lat<- left<*r, than the poor 
♦•st. pai#| laborer in <mr eitb's getting 
«montant w##rk , in nearly un la-1 ie v a bb\ if 
w<« d i«l not hav«* the authority o 1 tin* 
sworn enum< ratorM who offieiat«*«l at hi- 
Iamt stocktaking in 11*11 to back it up. 
Yet a little intelligent <on-i<b-ra ♦ ion 
wouhl nonvince anyone seeking tin- truth 
that th«; farmers* posit ion Imre tv a* an 
unenviable on#*. Tak <*, f or i n-.t arm#', t ho 
farmer in Ontario or in the I n it <•<! 
.States, an«l «'onsbler hi- financial posi 
ti«»iij ami no on<* will «‘lairn that tin- 
farmer in either place is making mure 
than a ‘ ‘ «Jurent ' ’ living. Now when 
it is remembered that h«*rc wo pay from 
10 por oont. t <> 100 per <-ont. more for 
«•very thing w«* buy a ml ha ve t «> t a lo­
rn uoh Iomm for everything we sell than 
the farmorn of those places, it should 
be easily seen that h«*r«• we must ha ve a 
serious problem in making any headway 
Again, is it not a fart which uoo<Im no 
«lomoriHt rat ion that every one in any 
biiHinoMH or employment lion* gets ia 
high or romuiMM ation for his service- 
than ho won hi got in th<* ea-t., ami the 
reason thon-for will bo readily givon 
‘‘Of ooutmo; it costs more to livo here, * ’ 
we arc t ohl. Over fifty y oars ago, in 
t ho «'«minion school in Ontario I wa - 
taught ( for they « I i « I gi vo us a srna 11 or 
ing «if political economy t hen ) that 
t h «• r «• was a relation between t ho cost 
of all «’«mi mo«lit ion : If the hat tor, be 
cause of the higher cost of his food or 
his raw material, charged the shoe 
maker more for his hat, then tin* shoe 
maker must get a better price for the 
shoes he made; and if the farmer had 
t«i 4ui>' more for his hat and shoes, then 
he would naturally require a greater, 
price for his prmluee. This is a fumla 
mental eeunomic law; then how is it 
that here, where t he farmer has to pay 
more for everything than the farmer of 
Ontario, has to take less for his produce 
than the farmer there? Simply because 
his is the basic industry and if this cfiun 
try is to develop and progress it must 
do so because id' the surplus produce' 
which can be sent out of the country. 
If the farmers here simply fed 
those engage#! in supplying their 
wants in this country, then it
would take ages to populate and do 
\ clop this country. This surplus nul it- 
value in its ultimate mai .et fixe- the 
farmer’s price for all his pmdrre; so no 
matter what expense he is put to be 
cans#» of distance from hi- market, dis 
tance from t he cent res uf product ion of 
his supplies, or the cost to him. thru 
high c<fst of living, of any service ren 
dered him, In* mTist b<- satisfied with 
the returns which a world wide coupe 
t it ion will gi w him. Let our friends in 
any <>ther calling try to imagine what 
their positions would bo if their income 
was regulated by what their services 
would fetch in Great Britain, while their 
expenses were regulate#! b v values here 
a ml they will get some idea of t he “proli 
letns of i ur farmers. The natural hin 
i|rane«»s referred to abov#», while great, 
are not insurmountable. The artificial 
burdens lumped upon us are ten times

wor-e. Take for in-ta nee that itiiquï 
t «fus - st #«m <)i taxat i«m the s«rca Jl#“i
1 'rot ect i •. e Tariff, born of t h<- gro - -«--t 
-«•Ifishii#*-- and nurtured by ignorance, 
impos'd upon us by our -elf st vle«l_ «‘in 
pire builders, the manufa#'turer- and 
those a Hied with t hem. I low any sane 
man, not: a beneficiary of the -tern 
can defend it is beyond mv «■omprohen 
si#m, and yet. t here a re -many farmers in 
even our western provim-e- who cannot 
yet -cc that while' if i- making a few 
millionaire- it is d«dng so ‘ ‘ scient ifi 
«•ally ’ ’ at t h«iir expen-« And int fdli 
g#'fit.( l) pimple are asking why do t h<• 
peoph i#*a ve t he farm ami <• mwd «nir 
-• i t i«-s ! Others, with ben«'\ ob-rit i nt#*n 
t ions, urge t lie p<*oplo 11 ba«• k t-o the 
laud.” All sort- of <[ua« k reme«li««s are 
-iiggest#-«l far tli#‘ bringing about of ffits 
re-u It -() much t « * be d«--i red. While t lo­
on h -aiie <ir -«• i«*n1 ifi<• r#*me«lv for this 
st at#- of affairs .the naking of 1 lo- «-on
• lit ions umler which the farmer work - 

ii«'h that li is «fiances for a ‘A#li'«'i*i! t
I i \ ing for h i ms«d f a n-d family' are e«iual 
l o t h<«-«' of am y ot her • «■ la-s in the com 
munity scorn- t«> lie ign«u<‘«l by nearly 
ill ? low f#'W -«'I'm to realiz#1 just, how 
much our boa-t#'«l na t i«ma I policy is re- 
ponsible for thi' desert ion of t he fa rm, 
'l ake t he v arious items of outlay in the 
oala ne#' -iiei't »f t he average Manitoba 
farm# i, given iii my former l#*tter an«l 
i- 1 hiTe one item, even the produe#- of 
t he farm con- ume«l in tin* home, not 
ma#l<* more costly to him by the I'ro

• tci-t i \ «• Tariff. But sundy scientilie 
I 'rotei't ion has gon.i* ma«l w 11 « - n our pa
t er na i lo« veru nn'iit gives a bonus t o our 
implement urn n ufai-t urers to enable them 
t«i supply- our coin pet itors a broa#l with 
- heap machinery while prohibiting the 
-diipmimt of our prod lie #• in the ina rk et 
from which \> #• wouhl get t he best 
rid u i ns. Now, Mi. K«litor, as I know 
vo li object to long winded letters, 1 will 
-top Imre, tho milch, might be said along 
these lines. Lat«-r I vvill again ask your 
i nd u I i'll#'#' while ! attempt to suggest a 
remioiy along -;i rn • • ’ini-s for t lie state 
of a lia i rs sugg#-ste#i - > far bv me.

.OBJ. KISIIHb'
< >a k I '»a n k , M a n.

Not #* < 'oini1 a g a i1 l‘M.

GUIDE’S FEARI.ESSNESS APPRE 
CIA TED

L'litor, Guide: 'The attached clip 
ping wa- not vvri ten <»r intended as a 
tribut#* to eit her vour honest, fearless 
w «-#• k I v, « » r to t In* ovgarii/.eil farmers, but 
it has sui'h a fitting application that 
t Iiohi* particularly who have closely 
wait «-tied and wageil in the struggle for 
existenee on the Western Prairies will 
fullv appreciate it- truth. When The
< iuiili* ami t he. organized farmers cease 
to have enemies.' both will have ceased 
to justify their existence. There is a 
com mon law even in savage warfare, 
that the water wells shall not be tain 
pered with or poisoned, but that friend 
and foe may drink alike thereat, but the 
Triple Alliance and their allies .-«> con­
taminate and poison the wells of infor 
mating-thru the medium of their owned 
or controlled periodicals, that many men

.are kept willing slave- t«i that system. 
But go thou on thy w.. rejoicing, that 
while you have enemies, the thirty four 
thousand pai«l subscribers are behind

you. arid more <'«>m i irg who will pay 
and prov. that your light may so con 
t i n u#* t o shi ne.

Yours faithful!Vj
t Titos!" L. SWIFT.

The enclosed c li pping was as follows :
Enemies of Fearless Papers

Men mav be measure«j as accurately 
b w t he enemies they make as by the 
friends that they have drawn about 
them. It is al.way- credit aide for a 
man to have enemies in the factions 
that sthn#l for corrupt ion or tyranny 
no-man can take a vigorous stand for 
any good cause without stirring up the 
hostility of those who have been profit­
ing by the evils he would exeoriate.

And what may be said of men may­
be -aid of a new -paper. Every con 
test in the interest of the people, every 
fearless onslaught upon wrong* arrays 
against, a newspaper certain ones who 
are enjoying privilege, legal or illegal, 
which tliey think should not be inter 
fen-d with.

The more successful a newspaper is 
in arousing public -pentimerit for the 
enforcement of law and discounter! 
a nee of demoralizing tendencies, the 
mon* active arc its discomfited enemies 
in their endeavors to injure it- the 
casual reader has no idea of the many 
obstacles that are thrown in the path 
of a newspaper which seeks conscien­
tiously to serve the best interests of a 
community, and would be astonished at 
the various tactics taken to ‘ ‘ punish 
it for. «larin,r to oppose the evils by 
which some men would prosper.

Sometimes an «dl’ort is made to cut 
off subscribers, a method that -seldom 
accomplishes anything but increased 
circulation, for the public as a class 
are appreciative of a leadership 
against danger; sometimes thru the ad­
vertising columns the offended (demerit 
think to withdraw patronage and cripple 
a paper, t ho in this direction the ‘‘bit 
ing off noses to spite faces ’7 is too ap­
parent to assure it success. The veiy 
courage that has led the paper into a 
fight against wrong insures it a wel­
come? in -the homes of a community 1 hat 
no advertiser can dare ignore---some­
times 'the public fin«ls out the reason for 
a firm V. disapproval of an advocate of 
good, and then it is many a day before 
the stigma against that firm -can be 
waslle'l a wa v.

Altogether a newspaper which is try­
ing to.throw all of^its leverage on the 
side of good must expect to make ene­
mies- in fact, it must welcome the pos­
session of enemies as showing the value 
of- its antagonism to things that are cor 
rupt. .Miami Metropolis.

JOURNALISTIC FAKIR EXPOSED
Editor, Guide: I rea«l with interest a 

letter published in a recent issue of The 
Guide re 1 lie promise made by the “‘ Her 
aid 111 < I Star'’ before the election of 
11*11, to subscribe ten thousand dollars 
to a fund towards scouring free irnple 
mi-nt- it' reciprocity with thy States was 
lefeated. I have been a subsoribei of 
tin Herald for nine years, and I remem­
ber tpiite «list inot ly reading the above 
offer at the time it wa- made, but have 
seen nothing of it since. I was always 
led to believe by the statements 'made, 
bv tli 11 <-rali I from time to Gme < bel ore
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the election; that it was a strictly eon 
partisan paper, but I have noticed tfiat 
during the last two vears it has slowly 
but surely changed into a protectionist 
organ. What brought this fact most 
plainly to my noti#-e was its recent atti­
tude m opposing free wheat. No farmer 
should support a paper that advocates 
protection, as he would be working 
against his own interest by doing so. I 
have profited by your corres-pondent, 
Mr. Bennett's, exajnple and withdrawn 
mv subscription from all protectionist 
papers, including the Herald and Star.

With reference to your circulation 
campaign, enclosed please find one dol­
lar, for which you can feud The Guide 
t«) the address given below. I will send 
four more subset iptions later on, as soon 
as I can, of farmers who do not sub­
scribe to The Guide already. During 
the last four years I have had over five 
thousand dollars’ worth of goods off 
people who advertise in The Guide. 
Wishing you all success.

WILFRED HILL.
'fessier. Sank ^

RURAL DOCTOR PROBLEM
Editor, Guide; With reference tov 

your article on 11 Doctor’s Exorbitant 
Charges, * ’ in your issue of April 21*, I 
think a Solution of this difficulty could 
he found if the resolution passed by the 
Stett 1er Fnion m January last were act­
ed upon. The resolution, which was car 
ri«*d unanimously, read:
“That, in the opinion of this meeting 

the inadequacy of medical attention iri 
the rural districts is deplorable, and 
that it b# sou gilt to obtain for the rural 
municipalities power to form medical 
districts on somewhat similar lines to 
the school districts, and to. levy taxes 
for same. ”

All we, who live in the rural districts, 
have seen pitiful cases where medical 
;«i<l has arrived too late on account of 
the distance {( be travelled or has been 
unobtainable. In other cases the médi­
rai ai«l has not be,in requisitioned until 
on arrival it has been found too late, 
for the majority of farmers are poor 
and tlie fees are high where a long 
journey has to be undertaken by the 
medical man. For this jeason many 

• valuable lives arc lost annually. The 
number if deaths at maternity--largely 
preventable—is awful, to say the least 
of it. Then, again, the number of people 
who are in need of me«licnl attention for 
onlinary cum pi a mis and discuses, but 
who are unable to obtain it for the ren 
son previously mentioned, is a blot <Vn 
ou r ci vilizat ion.

As t«> tiie forming of medical districts. 
These districts wouhl necessarily have 
to b<* larger than the school districts 
' say four townships to eayh mc«lical dis 
trict) on account of the greater ex 
pvnditure which would lie invobved, for 
riot only would it be necessary to erect 
a residence, but to equip it with drugs 
and appliances. There would, I imagine, 
be very little opposition to such a 
scheme on the part of the medical pro­
fession, because it would to a large .ex­
tent be open ing fresh fields of remuner- 
:ri$rv e practb'e, for most of us have to 
g«*t well or • Ii« without medical atten­
tion nii'ler present, conditions.

Continued on Page 22

/V e
^ * 'f

MONEY MAKERS IN ALBERTA 
Part of the flock of Simon Dowme and Sons. Carstairs. Alta


