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MERGER PUDDING

One of the most popular dishes in high
Canadian social and fSnanein ireles todas
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CARRYING THE FARMER

Whenever the question of the tariff is up
for discussion the protected manufacturers
bring forth the argument that their goodwill
towards the farmers is shown by the faet that
they ‘‘carry the farmers’’ during hard times
I'here is a certain amount of truth in ths
statement but it requires qualification. Many
manufacturers and dealers undoubtedly ex
tend considerable eredit to farmers Of
course they charge goodly rates of interest
on overdue accounts and they also figur
the original selling price of their produet
s0 as to provide for long credits and certain
But if we examine this “‘carrying
find it goes further back The
retail merchant is in the same way “‘ecarried ™’
by the wholesaler and the wholesaler by the
manufacturer. But each of them have a lin
of credit at the chartered banks. There is
no big manufacturer in Canada who could
continue in business for thirty days if he
could not obtain eredit at the banks or other
financial institutions. Thus we see that it is
in reality the banks that provide the eredit
originally, but ‘not directly to the farmer
The banks usually loan money to big manu
facturers and wholesalers at six per cent
and frequently they secure their money at
5145 per cent. This eredit sometimes passes
through several hands and frequently
doubles in interest charges by the time it
reaches thé farmer. If our credit system
were such that the farmer could raise money
as easily on equally m»ml security as can
the manufacturers, the f farmers would not re
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quire much ‘‘philanthropy’’ from the mann
facturers The system of carrying the
farmer’’ exists because the banking institu

tions of the country are designed to support
Big Business rather than the small man. But
even as it is carried out it is only a business
proposition and not of a philanthropie na
ture in any sense. No farmer is “‘ecarried”’
by the manufacturers unless he has security
enough in sight to make the risk light. And
again, whose money is it that the banks use
to loan to the manufacturers and big busi-
ness institutions? Chiefly it is the savings of
the people which draw three per cent. inter
est in the savings banks. The hanks are
ready and willing to take in money from

anyone without question, the small and the
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made to meot more fully
people. We must get it
our heads that our banking system is
red institution. It is only & man-made
institution and should be improved in certain
the needs of man as fully
When that time comes we will
not hear so much emphasis laid upon ‘' earry
ing the farmer The farmer can earry him
self if he has not too many other unjust loads
to earry. We are not painting the farmer as
perfeet by any means. But admitting all his
faults there is no justifieation for diserimi
nating against him

REMARKABLE CONSISTENCY

Fhe following is from the last issue of In
dustrial Canada, the official organ of the
Canadian Manufacturers’ association
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‘Made in Osnada’’

It s & strange sight 1o see & Camndian
manufacturer throwing up bis Eaglish hat for
the Made in Canada prisciple. Behold
him oceasionally in debate, striding on to the
platform in American boots, throwing aside his
ont of Irish frieze and his French gloves, way
ing his Seoteh tweed encased arms, refreshing
his dry throat with water from s Belgian glass,
and timing his impassioned plea for the sup
port of home ipdustiries by s foreign-cased
wateh. Is this man & consistent sconomist or &
sartorial mosaie! His advoeney of the ** Made
n Canada’’ doetrine is as conviacing as & bald

headed barber’s testimonial for a hair re
storer
The rabid protectionist manufacturer lets

his protectionism go only so far as it will not
interfere with his pocket. He would like
Canadians to buy his goods at tariff enhanced
prices, but when he buys for himself he seeks
the best value for his money.. This is common
Py

WHERE THE FARMER SUFFERS

Here is a letter from a farmer in Alberta
dated April 6, showing that nature is some
times unkind but that man is still more un
kind in the West

‘T appreciate The Guide and drop a subseri
ber in line wherever | find one, and | never tire
of talking the advantages of The Guide. As you
say, you are championing the farmers’ cause

‘I am trying to erop 230 acres eath year
and summerfallow 200 acres each year, so yon
know | am busy, but 1 do all |1 can to place
The Guide. | sometimes wonder how long l ean
erop this way. 1909 a half erop; 1910 practi

ally total failure, and 1911 erop not sold yet
though above average, I think) | am consider
ed a suceessful farmer. Nixty acres | cropped
got frozen and would about pay for threshing
viz., threshing 13 cents per bushel, delivery in
granary 3¢, haul to elevator 10, total 26 cents
per bushel, and received 30 cents per bushel at
elevator To work this land it costs $8.00 per
acre or H0x8 equals $450 in the hole. These are
the things that make one weary, 230 am

Ihese are the things that make midoight hor
rible I raised in I'tll some 3,000 bhushels good
wheat and some 200 bushels pure Red Fife

selling $1.50 per bushel at granary, but off years
took the profits and | am paying 9 per cent
interest at the bank. Can the government aid

the farmers by reducing the rate of interest!?

Each vear hoping for the best, and The Guide
my tie post for news of events. BSuceems to
you

Is there any reason in the world why this
farmer and thousands of others should pay
9 per cent. for money! Our governments
are tumbling over themselves to pledge the
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eredit of the people in order (o raise money
for railways at 345 or 4 per cont., or are ae-
tually giving millions in eash donations to
such railway magnates. I'n addition our
governmenis pass laws that enable manu
facturers to charge more than their produets
are worth, and allow railways to charge ox
tortionate rates. Then why should & farmer
who is doing all in his power to make an
honest living be taxed 9 per cont. for money !
The governments have been taking ecare of
the corporations long enough. It is time

SO

» APnlmn were given to the people.
Direct Loginlation would assist in such & re.
'nrﬂ\

LINCOLN BELIEVED IN FREEDOM

The proteeted manufacturers who are send.
ing out the statement on the tariff eredited
to Abraham Lineoln might add the follovh(
extract from one of Linecoln's speeches in his
debate with Judge Douglas

“That is the renl lssue, that
which will continue in this country when these
poor tougues of Judge Douglas mywelf shall
be silent. It is the otersal struggle between
these two principles —right and wrong—th
out the world. They are the two principles ¢
have stood face to face from the beginning ol
time. The one is the common right of humanit
the other ‘the divine right of kings.’ 1t s
same principle in whatever shape it dnolqo
itaelf. It is the same spirit that says: ‘You
toll and work and earn bread and 171 est i’
No matter in what shape it comes, whether
from the mouth of a king who bestrides the
people of his own mation and lves from the
fruit of their labor, or from one race of men
as an apology for enslaving another rmee. It Ie
the same tyrannieal principle.’’

is the lmue,

This hardly sounds like the words of a pro
tectionmist

REAL ESTATE ADVERTISING

There is an immense amount of *“‘gold
brick’’ real estate unloaded on the publie
as a splendid investment. Many newspapers
in the West today owe their entire pros
perity to real estate advertisements. Some

of these advertisements offer undoubted.
ly good property but others are pure
swindles. Very few journals make any dis-

tinetion so long as the advertiser pays his
bills. We have carried some real estate
advertisements in The Guide and will likely
carry more. We do not guarantee that all of
them offer good investments, but we do all
in our power to see that no swindlers ply
their trade through our columns. Many
subdivisions are now being placed on the
market as suburban residential property.
There are town lots being sold outside of
Winnipeg, Calgary and Edmonton that will
not be used for residence in twenty years.
Yet the real estate fakirs continue to adver-
tise them and the public continue to buy.
The only safe rule in buying real estate is
to see the property or to have the adviece of
some person in whose judgment there is im-
plieit confidence. Anyone who invests
money in real estate in the West today
merely upon the representatign of interested
agents need blame no person if it proves a
fake. There are honest agents as well as
dishonest, but there is no way to catalogue
them. There should be legislation to proteet
the unwary, but where the whele tread of
legislation is to protect property there is no
time to proteet people.

¢ have as yet no definite word that a
of the leading manufacturers of Canada v'l?;
accompany the ‘‘Made-in-Canada’’ train on
its tour through the West. This will detraet
from the interest of the tour as far as the
farmers are concerned. However, the train




