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THE PARADLIE OF THE
SOWIER.

One of the parables that Jesus
told His disciples was of a sower
who went out to sow seed. And
as he cast the seed about, some of
them fell by the wavside, and the
birds came and ate them up; some
fll on stonv places, where they
had not much carth to grow in,
and they sprang up fast, because
they were not deep in the ground;
but when the sun came out, it
burned them up quite dry, for thev
had no root: and some fell :mmnfq
thorns, and the thorns sprang up

goodness has “no root,” and so a
little trouble makes them give up
trving.  We must all ask God to
keep us Christ’s children.  The
sced that fell among thorns meant
that sometimes when men have
been taught about God, they let
the love of money, and the cares
of life and its pleasures, fill their
minds so that they have no time
or thought to give to God, or to
read or pray. Those sceds that
fcll on the good ground meant
the children or men who listen to
God’s Word, and read it, and pray
to Him for help, and try to obey
it. These grow better and better,
and God will Tove and help them.

FILLLING A BASKET WITH
WATER.

An Eastern King was once in
need of a faithful servant and
friend.  He gave notice that he
wanted a man to do a day’s work,
and two men came and asked to
he employed. He engaged them
both for certain fixed wages, and
set them to wotk to fill a basket
with water from a neighbouring
well, saying he would come in the
evening to see their work.  He
then left them to themselves, and

went away.

and choked them—that is. did not
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“Now T see the use of pouring
water into a basket,” he exclaim-
ed to himself.  “If the bucket had
brought up the ring before the
well was dry, it would have been
found in the basket. The labour
was not useless, after all.”

But he had yet to learn why the

king had ordered this apparently
useless task. It was to test their
capacity for perfect obedience,

without which no servant is reli-
able.

At this moment the king came
up to him; and as he bid the man
keep the ring, he said:
“Thou hast been faithful in a
little thing, now I see I can trust
thee in great things.  Hencefor-
ward thou shalt stand at my right
hand.”

PRAYER WITH THE
PENNY.

“Was that your penny on the
table, Susie?” asked grandmother,
as the children came in from Sun-
day school. “I saw it after you
went, and I was afraid you had for-

gotten it.”

“Oh, no, grandmother;
went into the box.”

“Did you drop anything in with
it?”” asked grandmother.
“Why, no, grandmother,” said
Susie, looking surprised; “I hadn’t
anything to put in. You know I
earn my penny every week by get-
ting up early and going for the
milk.”

mine

“Yes, I remember, dear. Do
vou know just what becomes of
your penny? Do you really
care?”

“Oh, yes. T want it to do good
somewhere.”

“Well, then, every Sunday when
vou drop your penny in, why
don’t you drop a prayer in, too,
that your penny may be blessed
in its work and do good service
for God? Don’t you think that if
every penny carried a prayer with
it, the money the school sends
away would do wonderful work?
Just think of the prayers that
would go out—some across the
ocean, some away among the In-
dians!”

“T never thought of that, grand-
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am going to remember, and not let
my penny go alone again.”

WHAT A LITTLE ANT DID.

The most splendid reminiscence
of a ruin in Athens is the sixteen
columns of the old Temple of
Jupiter, the Olympi together in
one group, and three by them-
selves, one of which lies prostrate
on the ground. For forty years
it has lain on the earth, unbroken
except in the separation of its
component pieces. And as its fel-
lows outline themselves; still strong
and erect, against the sky, they
scem not only memorials of the
grandeur of which they made a
part, and speaking witnesses of the
past glory of a past religion, but
faithful guardians and watchers
over their fallen companion. The
column was blown down in 1852 in
1 great storm, but the reason why
it fell and the rest still stand way
found to be that an ant, taking
advantage of a small opening in
the cement between the pedestal
and the base, had worked its way
in, and with the branching corri-
dors of its nest had . gradually
broken away the mortar which
held, it; so that it was weakened
at the foundation, and -unable to
resist the violence of the storm.
\What ages had failed to do, what
the enormous power of a furious
clement could not accomplish
alone, was wrought to its destruc-

mother. The prayer would do as
much good as the penny if it were

TTAHT RTIDING

a real, true prayer, wouldn’t it? I

tion by the least of all powers in
the world, that of a little ant.




