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ings, in thanksgiving for the harvest now ended.
‘And each of these objects of the festival has a sig-

_ hificant typical application. It wason this day
the Holy Ghost descended to sanctify a new Israel,
that they too might be chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people ; and
this separation of & new Israel from the world be-
gan to be made when three thousand were added
to the Church by Baptism on the day of Pentecost.
On this day the * Corn of Wheat,” (which had
fallen into the ground and died on the day ef the
Passover, and had sprung up & new and perpetual
sacrifice to God on Easter Day) sent forth the
Holy Spirit to make those three thousand the ** One
Bread” of the Lord’s mystical Body, a first
fruit’s offering to God of the CLurch which He had
purchased. :

As Trinity Sunday is one of the days appointed
by the Church for ordination of her priests and
deacons, the Ember Days are the previous Wed-
mesday, Friday, and Saturday , and the first Em-
ber Collect should be used at each rervice on
Whitsunday and through the week.

THE BIBLE SOCIETY.

HE late Bishop Strachan, the first Bishop of
Toronto, when asked to attend a certain
meeting, replied that ‘ the Church was the only
. Bible Society that he knew of.”” The principle
thus enunciated by the good old Bishop is precise-
ly that which is deducible from the Bible itself,
that which the -Church of Christ has always
clsimed, and that upon which the Diocese of
Toronto, as an integral portion of the Church has
- always acted. The commission to extend the
knowledge of Christ and His Gospel was given t
the Church as a corporate body aud not to any
self-constituted organization, which would be very
likely to employ ite agencies iu wecuring narrow,
sectarian objects, rather than i upholding and ex-
tending the Church of the Loxd, which He valued
so highly as to purchase with His own blood, and
and with which he deposited the authority to dis-
pense the Word and Sacraments. It was through
the medium and the instrumentality of the Church
the we received the Bible. On the testimony of
the Church and the authority committed to her ‘we
receive it as the Word of God and on the principles
of the. Church should its circulation be carried
on.

THE APOCRYPHA.

N & recept number of the Athenaeum there are
some very sensible remarks on the collection

of books usually placed between the Old and New
Testaments, and which are known by the name of
*“The Apocrypha,” because they were not received
into the Jewish Canon of the lnspired Scriptures.
There are other apocryphal books belonging to the
“early days of Christianity, but these are not for a
moment to be placed on an equality with the writ-
ings above mentioned. The writer in the Athenaeum
remarks :—‘The collection of writings so called
finds little favor from the committees «f Bivle So-
cieties, but its value has increascd of late in the
eyes of scholars, and great - attention is now given
toit. Luther's German Bible and the Authorized
Version have it. as well as the Vulgate and the
Beptua.gint In recent years it hus been learnedly
expounded by Fritzsohe, Gnu‘m Hilgenfeld, and a
Lexicon to it has appeared. The books termed
‘“apocryphal,” though excluded from the Jewish
Canon,throw much light wpon the history of the opin-
ionk of the two centuries preceding tlhe Christian

passages in them are found in the New Testament
writings. Hence they have an importanoce which]
no stndent of the Scriptures can afford to overlook.
Wiy shorld a Concordance aiming at completeness
ignore these deutero canonical works ? Even
Cruden found it necessary to include them, though
his Theological creed was rigid. It is true thas he
lived and wrote before the time when a fierce agi-
tation against their circulation began in Scotland
and extended to England, inducing at last the
timid evangelical committee of the ¢ British and
Foreign Bible Society”’ to withdraw them from ali
copies of the Bible which theyhad printed ; but nc
Concordance to the Scriptures can be satisfactory
which has the words occurring in this valuable
misccllany of Jewish Literature.

The relative position and value of these cele-
brated treatises,in & Theological and Ethical point,
are thus defined in our Sixth Article —* The
other books (as Hierom saith) the K Church doth
rgnd for example of life and instruction of
manners ; but yet doth it not apply them tc estab-

lish any doctrine.”
On the position assigned to these booke in our
Church Bishop Harold Browneremarks:.—* It was

not peculiar to the English reformers to speak with
respect of these books. The foreign reformers
use similar language, citing thém &s a kind of
secondary authority; and especially the Swiss and
Belgic Confessions, which represent the opinions
of the extreme Calvinist section of the Reforma-
tion, speak in terms of honor concerning them, the
latter allowing them to be read in churches. It
may be "added that the Fastern churches, which
agree with us in the Canon, yet retain Apocrypha!
Books in their Bibles, and use them as we do......
Our reformers.. have removed them from the Sun-
day services, and forbidden them to be quoted as
authority in matters of faith ; but esteeming them
as next in value to the Sacred Scriptures, from the
important information they contain, and from the
respect which they bave received from the place
which so long occupied. The reformers were evi-
dently not insensible to the evil of putting any-
thing else on thé same footing s the Canonical
writings. But this danger, they justly esteemed,
would be very small in the Reformed Church.
And experience has shown that they were right i
their judgment, for extreme respect to the Apoc-
rypha has been a feeling in this country almost
unknown. In this question, therefore, they ap-
pear to have adhered to the maxim, which often
guided them in matters of doubt, a maxim quoted
with so much approbation by the famous Apologist
of the English Church, and which originated in
the Fathers of the Council of Nice —** Let ancient
customs prevail.” In a note PBishop Harold
Browne quotes the following as “the: words of a
pious and judicious writer, closely attached to a
school in the English Church, not particularly in-
clined to pay respect to the Apocrypha
creature of extremes. The middle path is general-
ly the wise path ; but there are few wise enough-to
find it. Because Papists have made toc much of
some things, Protestants have made too little of
them...... The Papist puts the Apoerypha into his
Canon : the Protesgtants will scarcely regard it as
an ancient record.” Cecil's Remains. p. 864.
London, 1880.”
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vaunted “icrease in the number of Romanists

throughcut the world, and especially in these parts
thereof where the Church of England and her gig.
ter Churches flourich most, has not only no founds.
tion in fact, but that instead of adding to her num.
bers Rome has the greatest pos<ible difficulty in
keeping her ranks filled, and in serving her adhe-
rents in things spiritual. As regards England thig
was, perhaps, never more signally shown than dur.
ing the late general election of the Imperial Par-
liament.” | Despite the boastings of Cardina! Man.
ning and/hls hierarchy that England was so per-
meated by Romar Catholicism that her ultitnate
conversion to Vaticanism was but a matter of g few
years, we find that, notwithstanding ail the influ.
ence of the seceders, of the Duke of Norfolk, Lords
Denbigh, Gainsborough, and the other peers, baro-
nets, and cornmoners of high degree, whom they
are accustomed to flaunt in our faces as notable
triumphs presaging:the fall of England’s Church ;
notwithsianding the obtestations of the Tat e, the
orgar. of the extreme Ultramontane party—a paper
owned by Dr. Vaughan, Roman Bishop of Salford,
and subsidized by Lady Herbert of Lee and many
other noble 'verts—that if the Conservatives were
beaten the fate of England—i.e., of Vaticanism—
twas scaled, not a single Roman Catholic candidate
wasreturned for anyEnglish constituency. Even in
Burnley, the Lancashire focus of Conservatism and
Vaticanism, the very Irish Roman Catholics refused
to obey the behests of their ecclesiastical superiors,
and joined with the Liberals in returning & Glad-
stonite i preference to Lord Edmund Howard, the
brother of the Duke of Norfolk, in whose favor all
the Conservatives coalesced. ‘“ And yet,” wails the
Tablet, bitterly, - they say England is a Catholie
country !” In Ircland also the same fate awaited
the quasi-Conservative Home Rulers, Sir George
Bowyer, M:. Levis, Mr. K. T. Digby, Mr. Keyes
O’Clery, and Mr. Morris, the first three being
'verts, and Mr. O’Clery an ex-Pontifical Zonave—
the noticeable point being that nowhere did the
'vert element appear to have any influnce what-
ever. Even in Chelsea, where the Orato-
riang, the Oblates of St. Charleg, and other religious
communities, profess to have can-ed the ** Sahars
of Protestantism to blossom as the rose,” their can-
didates were nowhere, the Irish Roman Catholic
element completely swamping that of the 'verts.
In the face of the boastings indulged in by our ad-
versaries,these stubborn facts and the mournful ad-
mission of the Tablet,that England is by no means
a ‘* Cathelic " country,will be found somewhat hasd
to be got over. It would rather seem as if the
work had yet to be begun, and this in the teeth of
a Church now thoroughly alive to her former de-
ficiencies, awake to the fact that the foe is sapping
her walls,and ready equipped not only to resist at-
tack but also to assume the offensive and to drive
the enemy from her gater. This was not always
; aud from the .numbness which stiffened her
joints and paralyzed ber limbs sprang that dreadful
dryness which was the author of all her woes, and
aiforded to her assailants of all surts, Nonconform-

ravaging the fold, of which they were only t00
eager to avall thewselves.

Into the causes of this numbness we need nob
enter. It was the legitimate outcome of the de-
bauchery and the hypocrisy of the Cromwellian”age,
of the license of the days of Charles II., of the BO
mwanism and-treachery of James II., of the Calvirt-
ism of William II1., and the flimsily veiled ration-
alisw: and infidelity of the Georgian epoch. - That
the Chureh herself was to be blamed for this con-

e well ae npon the first of vwrs. Fcohoes of

W(". have shown in previous papers om the
subject of Seceesions tc Rome that the|

dition of w.ffairs no sane ~r impartial reader of his-

ist, Infidel, and Roman, these opportunities for:
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