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Do what can for the Mission Fund. — | avail must be, not only that it existed in the time | ed under differing banners, sincerely regard one
Every Circult in thﬁl"m Scotia District is | of the Aposties, but was so appointed by them as | another as Christians and as brethren, engaged,
ly indebted to the Mission Fand for the | g4 perg can be no true Church without it. 1

religious privileges that they have enjoyed in
by-gone years; and many Circuits are still
to some extent dependent upon that fund for the
continuance of the Wesleyan Ministers among
source
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Pansing Jesus Christ; to
esus Christ; to

‘whom be Amen” |

.1 remain, very respect-

Winriam Wirsoxw,

Late Superintendent of the Barrington Circuit.

THE WESLEYAN.
Talifax, Saturday Noraing, August 3, I851.

APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION.

The Rev, CuarLrs BowbDLER, a Clergyman
of the Church of England, in his “ Letters on
Apostolical Episcopal Succession,” speaking of
« the mode of appointing bishops,” says :—*“This
in the earlier ages of the Church was unques-
tionably by election ; and that not followed by
avy ordination or form of consecration as of a
distinct order in the Church, which is compara-
tively a modern practice; tending to corrobo-
rate what has been established from sacred
Seripture (if indeed what is so proved can need
or receive any confirmatien,) that there was No
INSTITUTION BY THE APOSTLES, AND NO EX-
AMPLE OF THE EPISCOPATE AS A DISTINCT
AND SUPERIOR ORDER OF MiNisTRY.” After
the citation ol proofs, and showing that the re-
coguition of bishops, as a distinct order, had not
taken place when Jerome wrote, he adds:—
% Under whatever circumstances the privilege
of ordaining was aflerwards committed to the
bishop, he could of necessity receive no more
than it was in their power to bestow, from whom
he received it, who were co-ordinate presbyters,
not superiors. At whatever period, therefore, it
was adopted, and with whatever uniformity it
might be continued, and whatever of value or
even authority it might hence acquire, still As
AN APOSTOLICAL INSTITUTION IT HAS NONE:
there is a gap which can never be filled ; or ra-
ther, the link by which the whole must be sus-
pended is wanting, and can never be pupplied.
THERE CAX BE NO APOSTOLICAL SBUCCESSION
OF THAT WHICH HAD ¥O APOSTOLICAL EX-
BSTENCR ; whereas the averment to be of any

cannot persuade to believe, that had epis-
copacy in the acceptation of the term as
a higher order in the ministry, been essentially
necessary, or of apostolical authority; it would
have been committed to the frail bark of tradi-
tion only, without a clear testimony to it being
recorded in the Word of God.”

“ I defy any one,” says the Rev. Carus Wit-
soxN, a Clergyman of the Church of England,
“to prove clearly an unbroken line from the
Apostles to the clergy of our Church. But sup-
posing it can be proved ever so satisfactorily, I
maintain that the clergy bave no ground for
self-importance because of such a discovery. If
apostolical opirit be wanting, what avails apostoli-
cal succession 1" :

The Rev. Joax SeurarN, Vicar of Heckham,
Norfolk, in his “ Tractarianism at variance with
the Formularies and Anthorities of the Church
of England,” says :—* The founders of ‘the Re-
formed English Church, in the construction of
the Articles, carefully abstained from confound-
ing that which is right and useful to the well-
being of a Church, with that which is necessary
to the existence of a Church. To them the
threefold order of Bishops, Priests, and Deacons
appedared to be of #pund and apostolic origin :
but they did not, on that account, assume that
there could be no Church without them. It is
true, the English reformers have spoken in the
Articles distinctly for the guidance of their own
Church : but itis not true that, in doing this,
they have passed judgment upon other Churches,
which, from various circumstances, had been led
to differ from them in their ecclesiastical polity.
When the Church of England defines what con-
stitutes a lawful minister in the abstract,she care-
fully abstains from asserting that Episcopal Or
dination is essential to the existence of a Church;
and in her 23rd Article uses very general ex-
pressions—terms so comprehensive that (as Dr.
Hawxkixs remarked in his Sermon preached at

. | the consecration of the Bishop of Chichester, in
1842, and printed at the command of the Arch-

bishop of Canterbury,) *they apply to any
Church, and the ministry of any Church—nay,
might even apply to congregations” of separatists
who had conscientious grounds for their separa-
tion” Bishop Burnet, in his exposition of the
23rd Article, remarks: “ They who drew it, had
the state of the several Churches before their
eyes that had been differently reformed :” adding,
“ Neither our reformers nor their successors, for
near eighty years after those Articles were pub-
lished, did ever question the constitution of such
Churches !  After comparing the 25th with the
84th Article, he says—* It is manifest, that, in
the estimation of the Church of England, ‘every
particular or national Church’ is left at liberty
to adopt such form of ordination as may be
deemed expedient for that Church (whether
that form be Episcopalian, Presbyterian, or any
other) ¢ so that all things be dome to edifying.
From these considerations, it is evident that the
doctrines asserted by the Tractarians on the
Apostolical Succession, are not warranted by
the writings of the Church of England.”

We need not the testimony of men to confirm
us in our belief of the absence of all scriptural
warranty of the divine right of episcopacy ; but
when some are found asserting and re-asserting
as sacred truth what is really a “ fable,” and ut-
terly without foundation in the Word of God, it
is only right to oppose to their unsupported
assertions, the well-considered declarations of
ministers of their own Church, who are capable
of forming an accurate and unbiassed judgment
of the point at issue. It is the figment of Apos-
tolical Succession, as held by the favourers of
High-Church priuciples, thatleads many to wrap
themselves in the garb of a fancied prestige, and
to stand aloof from their ministerial brethren of
other evangelical denominations to the great de-
triment of the cause of Christ, and that also
serves to uphold the proud, but unfounded pre-
tensions of Romanism to the manifest advantage
of that anti-Christian system. Let the subject of
Church polity be reduced to the position assigned
it in the sacred Scriptures—let there be liberty
of judgment here as well on other points confess-
edly non-essential to salvation—let Protestant
denominations, sound in the faith, though array-

in the same blessed cause of promoting the glory
of God in connection with the salvation of men
~let there be union, affection, mutual co-opera-
tion, between the ministers and lay-members of
evangelically Protestant Churches—and then,
with the blessing of God, will the cause of truth
present a firm front to the attacks of error, sur-
round itself with a wall of defence defiant of the
embattled shocks of the enemy, and, strengthen-
ed with divine energy, roll onward .the success-
ful tide of war, until the triumphant notes of
victory shall be sung by a world emancipated
from superstition, and * every high thing that
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God.” ¢

Temperance Interests. - |

The New Temperance Hall, which has been
beautifully finished, and which was recently
dedicated to its avowed purposes, has presented
unwonted attractions during the present week.—
The far-famed Lecturer, Joux B. Goucu has
been filling its ample space with the rich, full tones,
of his manly and ing eloguence, whilst
pleading the cause of Temperance before crowded
and delighted audiences. We are in the same
predicament as our contemporary of The Athe-
neum—we feel it to be in vain for us to attempt
to describe his oratory to those who never had
the privilege of personally listening to it. It is
unigue, but powerful, fascinating, effective, thril-
ling. Passages occurred in the course of his
speaking, which, we should suppose, for pathos,
sublimity, expression, and effect, could scarcely
be surpassed by mortal tongue. Hundreds of all
classes during this week have listened to his
strong arguments, appropriate illustrations, and
soul-stirring appeals— we sincerely hope with
profit to themselves, and to the present and
ultimate advantage of the cause of total absti-
nence of which he is so noble an advocate. The
friends of this movement will be much strength-
ened and encouraged by this timely visit of Mr.
Gough. They will address themselves with re-
newed vigour and an intenser zeal to the good
work in which they have been already o laudably
engaged. We shall also look for the exhibition
of some practical effects in this community.—
The recent effort caunot surely have been
made in vain. Numbers will be moved to thought
to deep consideration of the subject of total ab-
stinence, to decision and actien; and ere long
will be found attached friends, firm supporters
and strenuous advocates of this great moral re-
form. It bas our strongest, heartiest wish, for
increased success.

Mr. Gough, we are informed, shortly proceeds
to Canada, where his labours as a Temperance
Lecturer, were so much blessed during the last
winter. May prosperity attend his steps!

dobn B. Gough.

We have heard the celebrated Joux B.
Gouan. A person of world-wide fame, on
appearing in a strange place, labours under
some disadvantage ; curiosity is all a tip-toe,
and expectation is very high, and the danger
is, lest the beau 1deal should not be realized.
In regard to Mr. Gough, we honestly con-
'fess, that the reality exceeded rather than
fell below our highly raised expectations.—
We cannot attempt to describe fully his pe-
culiarly oratorical powers—we were carried
irresistibly along with the stream of his elo-
quence—but the impression indelibly re-
mains. Mr. Gough speaks strongly because
he knows—he speaks affectingly, because he
feels—he speaks eloquently, because his
theme is his inspiration—he speaks con-
vincingly, because he deals in facts, and his
appeals are urged with truth. He lectured
on Saturday and Monday evenings, as well
as last evening, and will lecture this evening
and during the subsequent part of this week.
We augur the creation of a new and en-
larged interest in the cause of total absti-
nencc from the advocacy of this eloquent
and popular lecturer in this city. We urge
our fellow-citizens not to miss the opportu-
nity of hearing Mr. Gough; but to go to his
lectures, not mérely to witness the exhibi-

tion of his powerful oratory, but to receive

the impressions which truth, as delivereq by
him, is ealculated to make in reference 4
the iniquity of the liquor-traffic, and the rujp.
ous tendency of moderate drinking and of
kindred inebriating indulgences.— Athenaum,

A Few Ninates with Authors,

EvAPoRATION OF THE SEA.—The most ime
portant quality possessed by the water of the sea;
is its capacity of evaporation, or of changing iy
form by the influence of heat, and becoming con.
verted into an invisible, elastic vapour, whick
mixes with the atmosphere, and, being transpors.
ed by the winds into distant regions, falls
in'the form of rain: then collects into ehn.b‘

giving rise to the mountain-torrent and the
‘| tic river; and thus returns to the ocean it wag

drawn from, having completed a circuit, d

every part of which it had enriched and benefis.
ted the earth. But the accomplishment of this
cireuit depends upon some curious and remark-
able peculiarities attending the process of evapo-
ration. We discover, on very superficial obser.
vation, the obvious fact, that the quantity of
water which can be held suspended in the ajy

depends upon the heat, and increases with it:

but the principle, as so fur developed, is not suft
ficient to account for the phenomena which arg
exhibited in nature; since, if the only cause of
the fall of rain was the cooling of the air, which
would not retain its moisture as the temperature
diminished, how could we account for the fre.
quent storms which are so continually recurring
at the very time that the heat of the weather is
increasing ? or how, indeed could we ever find
rain falling except during night, or on the ap-
proach of winter, while the warmth of the earth
was decreasing ? We must look further, and
observe more accurately, in order to obtain an
explanation ; and at length we reach it,— for we
find the quantity of vapour formed from the
water not only increases with the heat, but is-
creases in a greater degree than it; that is, that
for every addition to the temperature, a greater
and greater addition is made to the proportion of

watery vapour held suspended ; and it follows,as -

a necessary consequence, that-two masses of ain
saturated with moisture, and differing in temper~
ature, can never unite without producing rain i
for the heat of the combined mass will be a mean
between that of the two portions, and this
will not suffice to retain the water which they

held dissolved, and the surplus will fall to the

earth.

ABSURDITY OF ATHEIsM. — What can be
more irrational than Atheism ? It is not merely
unsupported by evidence, but procceds against
the most irresistible demonstration. An atheist
believes in effects without a cause : what religion
ever required so unqualified an assent, or cone
tained a creed 8o monstrous ?  All nature is fill-
ed with arguments against him ; and he renoun-
ces alike his reason and his senses. He die-
credits the testimony of his senses, if he does not
perceive in the objects around him, invariable
order, and the most harmonious combination~—
The rose always appears on the same shrub, and
the pink on the same stem. The formation af
the same kind of flower is always similar. The
sun never forgets to rise, or to set—and the moon
maintains her appointed seasons. These are
regular effects—and he renounces his reasom
who either believes them without a cause, or as*
cribes such uniformity to an irregular cause—
Chance can never produce order—confusion i
the effect of confusion ;—but the order of natwe
is uniform—it could not be uniform without laws

—there could not be laws without a legislatar. .

Such effects, so stupendous, so-inconceivable,
could spring only from an. Infinite Cause — and
the wisdom displayed, the design manifested, ye-

quire the belicf of a Supreme Intelligence. That .

this Cause is one, and not many, appears to be
rather a doctrine of Revelation than of Reason,
to which reason assents the moment it is pwo-
posed, but which it did not always discover bew
fore it was revealed. It is “the fool,” thegefors,
who “says in his heart there is no God.”

SaxcriFrep INTELLECT.—The noblest pie-
ture in the world is that of a great genius, or 8
profound philosopher, on Bis knees, adoring the
Redeemer of the world! A man of gigantic -
tellect pleading for an interest in the blood of
atonement comes up to the seriptural idea of true
greatness. In view of such a picture, we losé
sight of all material grandeur, aud bebold istel-
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