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At Vespers on Christmas Pay, in Bt.
Mary’s Cathedral, the Rov. Father Wm.
O'Ryan, of the Diocese of Cashel, in Ire-
land, presched a powerful sermon on the
joy of the Nativity of our Blessed Lord
‘Father O'Ryan, though in delicate health,
spoke in terms at once eloguent and im
pressive. We regret that we “ave but s
very imperfect report of the sermon to
present. Buffice it to ey that it was cne of
the very ablest we have ever beard. We
subjoin the sermon:

“Behold! I bring you good tidings of
great joy.”—Luke i, 10

My Dear BrerakeN,—There is cer-
tainly po seeson Wheu ihe C‘n'mch is
gledder then st Christmestide Ifm- sad
colors aud  flies of Advent, that told the
story of an unredeemed people sighing

for their Savicur, hive all passed away

with Advent; now the Courch puts on the
white garmente of jy; her orgaus burst

out {nto glad music; her offices are pawaus )
To-morrow, indeed, she puts on |
red robes to homor ber first martyr, |

of joy.

Stephen; in 8 few days eshe will don
purple, in eympatby with Rachel mourn-
ing her children, the Holy Innocents, but
there are exceptions; on every other day
of the twelve followirg Curietmas she
shows the joy snd gladuces in ber white
robes, of which the angels sung;sheshows
the beauty of the Divine Son that bas
arisen and is ehining in Bethlebem; ehe
shows the epotless purnty of _the Virgin
Mother, No wouder that she is glad; for
her Founder is born, Emmanuel is with
her. Through Advent she commemor
ated the long years of waitivg aud prepar-
ation throwgh which the holy ones of the
Old Testament sighed for the Son of th'e
Virgin, who should crush the serpent’s
head. Before the birth of our Lord, for
eenturies of sin aud sorrow, through
weary decades of oppression, the Just onee,
the Saints and Prophets of the Jewish
Testsment, prayed tbe Messlah to basten
His coming. They moaned for the pure
one whoshould clesnse Jerusalem, for the
Deliverer who should rescue his people;
for the king who should free them from
bondage. They cried out and preached
#o the world to make straight the wore of
tbe Lord, to prepare His paths. They did
their work, but died with eyes unre
freshed by the sight of the Me:siah. And
with the cries and tearsand preachiog and
expectation of the prophews the Courch
identified berself in Advent. But now
the sadness is gone, the winter of her
grief is past, aud the apring has come; ber
iabours and travail are forgotten, fora
man-child fs born to her, yes, her child
aud her founder has come. The Bibe lies
in the stable; He has come to his uwn at
lact; the darkuess thav hunf over the
world is scattered before the lufaut;itis
the memorable time that brought hope to
a hopeless world; that gives back the lost
inheritance—Emmanuel, God, is with her.

Now the world, too, is glad and, thank
God, vot alone with material gladness.
Aud remember that the merry-making
and pleasure of Christmas have all sprung
from the same idea ss the joy of the
©hurch—a @hild {s born, Ouce Christmas
joy was entirely Chilstian; once among
Christians when the world was better and
purer, and men were not ashsmed to
serve God, Christmas joy centred around
Bethlehem. But even yet the Christian
idea, the little glimpse of Heaven, hes
not entirely left the world's Christmastide.
Everywhere we see, if even only for a
time, old troubles bealed; old jealousies
forgotten, and men are cheericr and nap
pier because better; charitable deeds are
done; God’s poor aze not forgotten and
poor and rich are gladder for goodnees
shown and received.

Yes, it is a joyfal time for the world.
The argels have brought indeed good tid-
ings. *I bring you tidivgs of great joy,”
said the angels, to the sbepherds watching
their fl .cke on the Judean hillside on the
night our Baviour was born, and surely
great joy to the world it was, though the
world elumbered on unconscious of the
great things that were being done for it.
Sunk for the most part in degrading

ganiem, ite lot was sad indeed. Thoe
E‘tu of men was burdened down with fear
of Gods that did not exist : the Thor and
Woden of the Saxons snd Scandinavi
ave; the Mimnerva and Apollo of the
Romans and Greeks; tH® Sun god and
serpent god of the Keltic and Oriental
races, To avert these god’s anger they
sacrificed often their children’s lives, often
their maiden’s purity. That there was a
God who loved them, who needed no

ropitiation save their beart’s service, they
tnow not. After death they saw mno
Heaven awaiting them; for their martial
heroes, indeed, they hoped a happy life
in some imagined Oliympus or Valhalla
or Tir na:oge, but for themeelves they
expacted but & miserable Tartarus, To
the pagan world theu surely great. joy had
come—their dreaded God—their awful
fature should pass away like a hilieous
dream—a God greater than Appollo and
Thor and Woden—TBE Gop to lead cap
tivity captive, to bring the scattered sheep
into one fold, to lift men to angels heights
by his ennobling grace.

And to those, the Jews, who knew the
true God, it was a joyful time. The
Messish of their hopes had come. The
heavens had ratned down the precious
dew their prophets sighed for; the hope-
less yoke of the Mossic law should no

! pairer bad come; the kingdom satan had

longer press them down. And the God, |
the Messish who opened the lovg closed
gates of Heaven, was not only buman, !

not onlly‘ clothed with man’s nature, but | d
©

was of their race, & Jew, a deccendant of
their ideal King David. To them God
bad been almost unspproachable; he was
known only from his greatness, bls
power, his beavy judgments on a sinful
world and on their otiff-necked race,
The memory of the flaming swords that
drove Adam and Eve from Paradise ple-
tared God to them as a powerful and
strict Judge of the world. The flood by
which he avenged sin; the fearful fate of
the cities of the plain; the msjesty with
which he announced the Law on Mount
8inal; the punishments he meted out to
their erring forefathers; the plagues with
which he bumbled Egypt; the over
wheimed Egyptians in the Red Sea; the
madness aud dponth of Saul, the penances
imposed on David his servant, for his ¢in;
the captivities of Babylon, thelr divided
kingdom and broken sceptre—all these
memories haunted them and associpted
@od in their mivds with fear and power
and veugeance, The sinner saw in Him
but a swifi avenger; as a Father, Friend,
Councillor, tbey could not thivk of Him,
they could not go to his kuee for pardon
and speak to Him in broken accents—
Father forgive,

Indeed, the tidings of the angels were of
great joy to the Jews, God, before un-
spproachable, was now among them a
weak infant to wia them; the ruin of
Adem wes now te be repawred, the Re

exercized over the world was now to be
abolished; the Peace-maker who should
recoucile them with their offended Goud
had come, Penaunce, before no surety ef
forgiveness, was now ita certainty. The
vast debt for sin that the tears and
lsbours and virtues of men had been
unable to pay was now to be paid abund-
antly; ein that raged over the world like
s plague and fell on all men was now to
be drawn away; the Healer, tne Divine
Physician had come; the spiritual dark
ness, worse than any physical darkoess,
was to melt away before the new sun of
righteousness that had arisen; the light
had come that was never more to fade or
grow dim, a light that not only guides
but checrs men in the pathway Heaven
ward and glorifies them with its pure rays,

No wonder the new born joy of men
should have brought the angels from
Heaven to sing their beautiful songe
around Bethlehem, and joy was born for
the angels themselves, for, now at length
were the thrones, left empty by the fall of
Lucifer and his epirite, to befilled up with
the rancomed souls of men, with the soule
Jesus had left Heaven to save,

And another reglon was stirred to joy
that first Christmas night, the region
where the sou!s of the saints of the Old
Testament reposed. They, too, had waited
long for the coming of the Saviour; all
the glory of the Biessed Viden of God’s
face was denied them,—the beautiful
home of their Father was closed against
them, but He who was to open them had
come, Jesns—the Messiah, Adam and
Eve must surely that night have been
very joyful—thelr seed—the promised
one had come that their offence might be
forgotien, Abel, the just vne, must have
beeo joyful, and Abraham, the father of
all the just, and Moses too and Josue,
leadere of God’s people; and kingly David
—the penitent who sang his sorrow, his
inspired melody must have been moved
to wondrous gladuvese, for the King of
this race was born, he who was to be
known as the Son of David, Job's con-
stant heart, chaste Susanna’s soul, Daniel
and [:pias who foretold him, and the
valiant Machebees, what a wave of joy
must have paesed over them and awak-
ened them from rest, to sing canticles of
praise to ®od in the Limbo of the Fathers.

Yes, to Heaven and earth and Limbus
that first Caristmas brought great aud
mauifold blessings—but where are we to
lock for him who brought the joy ?
Surely among the grand philosophers of
Athens who taught with wisdom. Ah!
not 8o, you know how He came, and
where he appeared No home but a
stable; no friends but a poor carpeater
and his spouse had this joybringer on his
enirance to the world, Ohrisuiuas is a
time of gifts; but the only gift Christ
received was the repulte his mother met
at the doors of Bethlehem An ox and
an ass made room for Him in theirstable;
their manger was the cradle of the infant
God. And yet, look at that Child; He Is
born of that poor Virgin a few hours
aod no home has received him yet. The
shepherds came in the night to adore Him,
the angels to sing his birth, but now we
have ouly his mother and foster father
near Him. Sr. Joseph no doubt through
the day after his birth had gone into the
village to try again for a house that
would receive the Virgin and Child, bat
the great crowd assembled for the census
had not yet departed; the innkeecpers
looked at the garments of St. Josephe—
poor and stained with the journey from
Nazareth—and decided not to trouble
themselves to fiud room for paupers in
their houses But let us not think of
their rude repulse, let us look ouly at the
Child. See him in his mother's arms,
He is little different in appearance from
auy other child; is a weak iufant born
some hours and that poor woman is His
mother. Yet, think of it, an eternity has
pessed by since he was—Ilonger than men’s
miods can think of He has been King
aud Ruler. At the dawn of time He
fashioned the earth and set the sun in its
couree, the s. ¢3 and all the glory of the
earth and sea are the work of his hands,
And wmore, that child, intent on bhis
mother’s breast, is holding ten thousand
worlas in the hollow of his hand. He
seems too infantite to recognize His
mother, yet He is watching the secrets of
the hearts of men; he is gniding all things
in their course : the fall of the sparrow—
the course of the avalanche—the destiny
of universes.

But where is the glory of which St,
John spoke: “We saw his glory.,” There

is no glory apparent in the cave. Yes!

there is glory if our eyes could but see it.
There ie the glory of & goodness beyor d
our conception; a God has left his kmg-
om and throne, sud left the songs of
adoration of the angels for s manger and
the whistle of midwinter winds, that be
may win to himeelf & fsw more human
bearts, Theze is the glory of poverty—
poverty so repeliant to wan {s glorified in
the cave, for a God chooses it for his por-
tion, Those swaddling clothes that
enwrap bim are more glorious than the
purple imperial Cwsar wears, for they
tell a story of iutinite love and pity.
There is the glory of weakuess : a God of
almighty Power is a weak iufant for our
sakes. There is the glory of bumility
that shames and ecorcies cur little pride.
“Glory to God iu the Highest,” sang
the angel poets arouund the stable, and
surely a God that does so much for men
deserves to be glorified. Let us give
glory and thauks to God, the thanke of
loving hearts aod faithful service for
what he bas done for ue; let us draw near
to Bethlehem and chasten our proud
bearts and soften our bard heart aud curb
our lustful hearts, aud bave doue with all
affoctions except those that lead us to Him
Aud remember, brethren, that for us,
f r vur sakes, he bas come from Heaven
Oh! shail 1t be in vain. Can 1 think
that Jesas Christ has been born ia Beth-
lehem for you and for me and that we
find no love iu our hearts for him. Has
the tidivgs of great joy been brought to
us and we have refused to partake in the
joy. Has & Redeemer becn born, sud do
we still prefer to stay in the boudage of
gin, has the Heavenly Physician come
and do we still prefer our Joatheome mal
adies ! Has the guide come to lead our
faltering feet to Heaven and do we refuse
his services and bend our steps to Hell?
Has the Prince of Peace come and do we
still war with God by holdiug ein in our
hearte ! O surely not so, surely no oue
here is unwilling to share in the blessings
the Babe came 1o scatter on earth. What
heart can refuse to love him, and love is
enough; the love that begets sorrow for
the days we keptaway. He wauts all our
hearte; it is not for the sake of the good
alone he comes; it is not the holy aud
good who drew him to the world, He
bas come to eave sinners, to brivg back
the 1.st sheep, to entice back the poor
prodigal : “I came not to eave the just
but sinners.” “The Son of Man is come
to eseck and eave that which was lost.”
The good will not eatisfy Him; He wants
sinners; He wanta the cold heart to become
warm; the spirituslly dead to live, the
bii:d of scul to see; the haliing one to
walk firm and upright. To the poor man
born blind hesaid, *G» wash in the pool,”
and now to every siuner he saysthe same ;
Go waeh thy soul in penance that thou
mayst eee me, Je.us of Nuzareth is here
now, sinner, as he was unear blind Bar
timeas at the gates of Jericho; a great
croWwd of graces accompsnying Hm
Lilt up your voice and cary for meavy
However you may have wandered you
can find reet and welcome in Bethlehem
Toere is no harshuess, the bruised reea
that infant God will not break; the soul
thas foliy and sin have wounded {le will
teuderly care for, “There is joy iu
Heaven fur one sinner that doeth pen-
ance,” the child of Bethlehem tells you
O think of these worde, * Tnere is joy in
Heaven for cne simner that doetn pen
ance,” What a wenderfal thougbt for
you and me that oue man’s conversion
can send a thrill of joy through the
Heavenly hosts, that the angels are stirred
10 some newer gladness, that to God's
great glory some additional glory is
added. And this is all due to the Child
of Bethlehem, for Heaven was far away
from us until His eyes saw the face of His
Mouther bending over Him in the manger.
Alas! there are many for whom He has
coms in vaio, who will reject the light of
His grace and walk on in darknes:; but
can we be of the number 7 The San of
Righteousness has arisen with healing on
his wings; Jesus of Buothlehem sends the
rays of his grace to our hearis to-day.
Often they shone on us before, now
prompting us to good, now restiaining us
from evil, now to be fervent at prayer or
in our receptions of the sacraments, and
w3 refused the light. Pat, now we arise
and follow it, now and forever we shall
let it light up every dark corner of our
touls that we may be bathed and re
freshed in its beams, We turn to day to
Jesus in Bethlehem; his weakness wins
us, his infinite love and infinite abase-
ment goften our hearts, The veil of ein,
if it covers our hearts, we tear away—we
approach him without fear; for 1t is his
love for us that bas brought him from
Heaven. We hear the camels of the wise
men approaching, they bear Him gifts of
gold and frankincense and myrrb—but
we hear him better gifte—the gold of
earntat, loving hearts, the sweetjsmelling
incense of surrow for sin, the myrrh of
resolution for the future. Let us all to
day bear him those gifts, Let us astk of
him in return the peace and joy theangels
announced, the joy of brotherhood with
Him, of adoption by the Father. Let us
ask him for grace never to cenee to be
true sons of hiz Father by keeping
fying grace in our souls, And he ¢
hear us; he that stooped to the stable can
bend to our lowlinesse. Do not fear bim;
go to him with affectionate boldness;
speak to him with coufidence; seek his
pardon and love, None are 1o great,
none are too emall for Him; there {s room
for everyone in the stuble, O may you
and Ieeek bim to-day, may our hearts
find a resting place 1n the love of the
Child Jesus, Aud that is the happy
Christmas I pray for and wish to you all,
the happiness of peace with God, the joy
of the love of Jesus of Bethiehem,
L ——

Benziger’s Catholic Home Almanae
for 18s8,

By the time this issue of the Rzoomp
reachers our readers our first shipment of
Almanacs will have arrived. They will be
mailed to those who send for them in the
order in which remittances are received.

Send 25¢ in stamps or serip, Address
‘thomas Coffey, Carnornic Rucomp Office,
London Ons.

ADURESS AND PRENSENTATION TO
A WORTHY PHIENT:

On the evening of the 31st December
a pumber of gentlewen, members of the
Caihiedral congregation, met in St
Peter’s school house, for the purpose of
tendering Rev. Father Tiernan parish
priest and chaucellor of the Diocese,
their congratulations on the tweltth
appiversary of bis ordination to the
priesthood. The sentiments contained
in'the address will, we feel assured, be
heartily concurred in by every Catholio
in the city of London.

The address, as follows, was read by
Mr Thomas Coffey, after which Mr.
Patrick Walsh, on hehalt of the Com
mitiee, presented the rev. gentleman
with & beautiful coat, cap and mitte, all
made of Persian lamb, together with a
puree containimg $132 in gold :

To BRev M J T7iernan, Chancellor of the
Lhocese of London,
Rey, axp Dear Faraer,—Oa  the

oceu-ion of the twelfth apniversary of
your ordination to the holy priesthood,
wa take the liberty, on behalf of the con.

gregnnon of Su. Peter's Cathedral, to
ofter yvou our warmest covgratulations
Twelve years huve pasged since you were
created a |.xim~‘r of the holy C(Catholie

Church by our beloved Bishop, in the
old Cathedral which a few yeare ngo gave
place to the bezutiful structure we now
possess  During all those years your
1ot nas been eust amongst those who now
addregs you, In all the magoificent
works designed by His Lordsbip the
Bishop of London for this city, you, Rev

Fatber, have taken no smull sbare ol the
labor, and the eatistactory results visible
on every hand amply prove that our good
chicl Pastor had chosen an able and
painstaking priest to carry out his direc-
tiocs. We cannot, more particularly,
overiook the onerous duties devolving
upon you whilst St. Peter’s Cathedral
wae In course of construction, and to
your great energy and watchfulness may
be attributed lsrgely the satisfactory
condition of every thing connected with
the undertaking  But it is not, afterall,
Rev. Father, in matters of this kind you
bave made yourself most bighly esteemed
by our people It is essuredly as a priest
of God’s Church we know you best, For
tweive years you bave been our true
and fasithful parish priest. You have
bee every ready at the call of duty; and
that duty has be«n performed in & mao-
ner to render your name revered and
beloved amongst our people, The most
low y smongst us know you best, The
poc. and needy have always received
trar - you words of comfort and encour

aer nt ag well as substential assistance,
M and manv A needy one has
been helped when help was sorely
pecded--many a cheerless hearth has
been maie glad by your liberal alms

swving—many a eaddened face has been
madte joyful by your liberal donations—
many an emigrant stranger has found in
you the first one to give a hearty help

ping hand to enable him 10 make a
beginning in our fair and free country

The sick and the sorrowing and suffer-
ing bave known in you a true and faith-
ful friend and wise counsellor Followiog
the example of your Divine Master, your
greatest delight has been found in going
about doing good.

You will permit us,Rev, Father, to ofter
you our gentiments of sincerest gratitude
and beg of you to accept theso small
tokens «f the esteem avd love which we
bear you,

Ald O'Meara P. Walsh,
John Denehy ‘T'hos Coftey
John Curry T. Lewis

John A Millar
Michael O Meoara
Patrick O'Neil

James Dewan J. B, Murphy

J MecCarthy A, Tulman

FATHER TIERNAN'S REPLY.

My Dear Friexps —ubis s pontanecus
menitestaiion of your kind feelings and
good will to me bas g0 overwhelmed me,
that I find mysclf utterly unable to ex
press to you in adequate terms, the feel-
ings of heartfelt and rincere thanks that
[ wish to extend to you., This magmtfi-
cent and costly oflering, together with
the beautifully worded address, are far
more than | deserve. True it is I have
spent twelve years of my priestly life in
your midst, working for your interests,
but in looking back over those years I fail
to find anything that would eutitle me
to receive at your hands so0 generous
an act of kindness, 23 I am this evenivg
the recipient of. I only did my duuy,
and perhaps on msany an occaszion |
failed even to do that. All the under-
takings in the cause of our holy religion
that have been begun and successfully
carried out in this city since I came
here are owing to the wise administra-
tion and prudent guidance of our be.
loved Bishop, I wes simply an instru
ment in hig hands, carrying out his

s and helping hin to promote
wuao's glory and the honor of His religion
among you. Now, in conclusion, what
you have done for me this evening will
serve as an inetrument for me to work
for you more faithfuily and more zealous.
ly in the future, and I can aesure you
that I will never cense to remember you
In my prayers, and particularly when 1
am oftering up the divine sacrifics of the
Mass, my chief memento to our blessed
Saviour will be for the good people of
London,

Stephen O'Dwyer
Peter MoGlade
J. Huft

-

OBITUARY.

Mr. James Fitzgerald,

The subject of this notice died sud.
denly of beart disease, at his residence
in Dunwich on Deoc. 20th, in the eightieth
year of his age.

The deceased was born in the County
of Cork, Ireland, and came to this coun
try about forty years ago, He resided

for eome time at Port Stanley, where he
is still remembered by the oldest in.
bhahitants of that place, About the yea:
1857 he settled in the township of Ste
phen, and endured all the hardships of
pioneer life, Twelve years ago he moved
to the township of Dunwich where he
lived till his death. His semains were
interred in Mt, Carmel cemetery, May
his soul rest in peace,

e —
Mpecial to the CATHOLIC RECORD.
ESSEX CENTRE LETTER,
OPENING OF THE NEW CATHOLIC CHURCH,

Qo New Year's day, Sunday, January
st inst, the new Cathoiic Church of
Essex Centre was dedicated to the ser
viee of God, under the title of the *Holy
Nume of Jesus ”? The day was tine, but
a cold south west wind was blowing,
which made the weather feel chiily,
When the time for commencing the cer
emonies had arrived sbout two hundred
aud fitty people were in the chureh,
comfortably filling all the seats in the
boay of the church and gallery,  About
eleven o’clock, & m, esstern standard
timo, a carriage srmived from the paro
chial residence at Maldtstone Oross, con
taining the Ruyght Rev, Monsignor
iruyere, V.G, Rev. D, O'Connor, 0. S B,
Precident of Sandwich College, the Rev
Fathers McBeady, snd Cote, O 8 B,
#180 of Sundwich and the parish prics
R v Fatbher O Connor, The R+v Father
Hodgkingon arrived from Woodsleo
somewhat lster

As soon 88 the clerpy were vested the
Right Rev, Viear-General Jruyere,
began and performed the dedieation
ceremonies sccompanied and assisted
by the Rev. clergy in attendavca, at the
conclusion of which Mongignor Bruyere
addressed the congregation, among
whom were many of the leading
merchants and residents of tho non
Catholic population of the villege,

Monsiguor Bruyere explained that the
church dedicated everyihing it used in
the service of holy Religion by blessing
it, 8o by the ceremonies they had just
seen this building bad been dedicated
to the service of God It was a place
place where they might come and ofter
their prayers in their necessities, and
learn to humble themselves before their
heavenly Father
He praised them for their generosity
and gpirit of self eacrifice in erecting and
almost completing 8o fine a building in
which to have the Holy Mass offered up,
and concluded by wishing all a Happy
New Year,

The Rev. Father Cote then began
High Maee, the first ever celebrated in
Estex Centre. The choir of the Maid-
stone Onurch, assisted by Miss McKeon,
of Comber, and all the availabie loca!
talent rendered the several parts of
Peters Mane in “D” with éxoellent «dect.
After the first gospel, the Rev. Faiher
MeBrady delivered the most learned and
musterly sermon that was ever yet de
hvered in thie villsge. It was a full and
comprehensive exposition of the Oatho
lic doctrine of “Faith” and it is impossi
ble to do justice to the profoundness of
thought and the erudition of this learned
preacher without baving taken down
short hand verbatim notes at the time;
He showed that the Magi guided by the
“Star” left every other cousideration to
seek “Jesus” which they did guided by
the prophegies of old without heeding
the scoffs of unbelievers, or the indit
ference of the Jews. Theirs was an exem-
plhification of faith which he defined to be
the hope of things unseen, The world
rejected mysteries, faith believed in
them because they were the revealed
word of God. Miracles were worked
daily in the church at the present time,
but the world rej-ctedits belief in them,
because it refused to examine the proofs
He cited facis connected witn the
annual ocourrence of the liquefaction of
the blood of St. Januarius, st Naples,
the miracles of the (irotto of Lourdes,
and of St. Ann’s below Quebec, 1o estab-
lish his coatention of the existence of
miracles at the present day, The Rev,
Father delivered one of the most elo
(1u(‘|.li ana elaborate sermons on e
gi't of faith through the geace of God
that it has ever be2n our good fortune to
listen to, He concluded an hour’s dis-
course by thanking, in the name of the
Rev, John O'Connor, all who had con-
tributed in any way towards this church,
and more particalarly those of our
separated brethren who had kindly,
generously and liberally contributed
toward its erection, as it showed
a spirit of harmony which he said
he hoped would comtinue. He men
tioned the fact that as was the case
always, and buildings cost money, aud he
therefore exhorted his hearers to give us
liberally as they could in the collection
that the Rev. Fatber O'Connor would
take up presently towards defraying the
cost of the edifice, At the conclusion
of Mags the Te Deum was sung by the
olergy and choir,

At 1:30 p. m, Eastern standard time,
the rev. cisrgy departed for Su Mary’s
Rectory, Maidstone Cross, where they
partook of the hospitality of the Rev,
Jobhun O'Connor,

Monsigner Bruyere, V, G., with Rev,
Deuns O'Connor, O, S B, left for Sand
wich by the five o'clock express,

In the evening at seven p. m, the
Rev, Father Coie again officisted at
Vespers, The Rev, Fathers McBrady,
Hodgkingon and John O'Connor were
also seated within the sauctuary, The
Rev, Father McBrady again preached a
most eloquent sermon on the spirit ot
God as it was infused 1nto the Apostles
by the reception ot the Holy Ghost on
Pentecost Sunday. In the most beauti-
ful language he pictured the sufterings
of our Saviour’s heart on the eve of
his passion, and contirasted the weakness
of His chosen apoatles, during His trials
just proceeding His cruel orucifixion and

’

death, and until the day of Penteeol&
with the zeal and fervour they displaye

afterward; and pertraving elearly the
infinite power of God in infusing His
spirit into weak mortsls. He showed
that infallibility in mutiers of fiith must
of necessity be ove of the attrihutes of
God’s Church. In conelusion he exhorted
all Catholics present to wuke a fervent
prayer before their blessea Lord, who was
1o appear to them on the altar, thai they
might be led frequently to that churen,
and s0 learn to love and serve that J -sus
who had given His life for their salva-
tion

Miss Collins, assisted by Mrs, Peter
Tiernan, presided at the orgau at both
services, Mies McKeon gang +0 Sslu-
taris Hostin,” at the Benediction and
Mrs. Tiernan sang the “Ave Maria” The
collection at beth services smouunted to
about one hundred doliars.

Four altar boys from the Parish Churcls
at Maidstone Cross, served at Muss and
Vespers,

'ne members of the Essex Contre
Church are greatly indebted to the Rev,
Jokn O'Connor, then pastor, for the greai
irouble he has taken to have the dedi-
estion performed by the Viear-Gen
eral, who represents his Loriship
the Bishop during his sabsence iu
Rome, and for procuring such un
quent and capable preacher |

alo-

or the oces
sion, Toey are also grateful to the
members of the Muaid 18 choir, and
the other ladies aud gentlamen who
voluntecred their assistance 0 m the
musical portion of the servie impres
sive and graod, to the altar boys aud to
the ushers, who received the andience
at the doors and seated toem with such

good judgment and disoretion, In fact,
everythiug passed oft exoeedingly satis
factorily. In the evening the church was
brilliantly lighted, and wall heated, and
filled to about the same extent as at the
morning service,

R
LATEST PHANES OF THE IRISH
QUESTION,

In view of Lord Saliebnry’s deelaration
that the Government witl not grant to
Ireland any messure of Home Rule, the
revelations made by Mr Justin McCurthy
are interesting. In a speech recently
delivered at Hull, Mr. M Cuarthy stated
that before last election Lord Carnarvon
had proposed to him to sceept any
measure of Home Rule for Irelsnd which
would be acceptable to the Parnellites,
provided the latter would support the
Congervatives, The negotiniions were
conducted solely between Lord Carnse.
von and himself. The collapse of the
vegotintions was owing to the fact that
Mr. Parnell considered Mr, Gladstone
was the most reliable man to deal with,
[t is thus evident thut tha present
opposition of the Gavernment to Home
Rule ariges from motives of pereonsl
pite, and a degiva to ol 1o off nd
nuob from patriotism, woteh s the mask
behind which the Government sre now
hiding their delormed features,

Uhief Secretary Balfour has been sub-

poed to attend the Portumna Asizes
in Jaonary, 68 a witness on the
M, Wilfred Blant, who was <entens
two months’ imprisonment for
a political meeting,
[he American Confederation of Tabor,
an organization similar to the Koights of
Labor, though not so powerful or vamer-
ous, and with fewer forein membars, in
proportion to its nambers, heid a Conven
tion lately at Baltimore. A nnsnicious
vote was passed in favor of Home Rule
for Ireland. The principle of Arbiteasion
on International disputes was also ap-
proved, though not nnanimously.

At a convention of landlords in Dablin,
Me. Trench, Lord Lansdowne's ageot,
advocated a echeme by which the Govern-
ment should advance money to pay off
the landlords,mortgeges, takiug the rentals
as gecurity, This ebows tha straiw to
which the landlords are reduced. No
Government dare propose such a mess«
ure, This plan would, of course, make
it to the interest of all taxpayers to keep
the rentsls at the highest possible figures,
It won’t work,

The Vyestnik, a Russian paper, pullished
2t Odessa, whils ca utisg ot the com-
mittal of the Lord Mayor of Dublin to
prison, recommends Lori Sali-bury to lay
asido the half hearted and pusiliasimons
adoption of the Rassian meibod of Prees
censorship, It adds th.t it would -be
more honest and straig : forward to go
the full lengtht after the wanuer of
Rus-ia,

hree hundred Non Conformist minis-
tera of Lancashire, Chechire, and the
North-West riding of Yorkshire have sig.
nified their intention of holdieg a meet.
ing to protest against the maoner in which
the Goverament fa admivistering the law
in [reland.

A Home Runle League has bean estab-
lished in Oxford University., The chafr-
man of the meeting at which tha Leagne
was inangurated, was Mr. A Sidgwich of
Corpus, a near relative of M: Balfour.
Many of the moat famous members of the
University were vresent, amongst whom
were Professor I'reewan, the crlebrated
historian, Mr. Birkbeck Hill, Elitor of
the most celebrated edition of Buswells
“Johugon,” De. Alexander Murray, com-
piler of the great Euglish dicti nary, now
heing published by the Uuiversity, aud
M+ MoGregor, President of the Oxford
Union,

Lord Hartington hag been very coldly
received by his constituents, e cannot
hold an open meeting, as indicotious are
that he wounld be met with a vote of
“non confidence,”  This is made evident
by the fact that at ®very mosting held in
the constitueney by Me. Scarborough, Me,

Arthur Patton nmful.her Uunlonist lectur-
era, has passed adverse resclutions,

appenl of
«d Lo
ntlending

The Trappists have accepted an offor of
300,000 acres of land which the govern-
me«nt of New South Wales offered to any

religlous budi that would Christianize and
s0 civilize the aborigines in the colony.
Miseionary work will begin thaxe at once.




