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in spite of his fatigue, the dootor
followed the Mass with attention and
devotion, and before the period of
thankegiving came, he offered a
double prayer—one for the life that
had been saved and the other for the
temptation to avoid duty which he
had resisted,

It was after 6 o'clock when he fin.
ally reached home. He staggered
from weakness and want of rest. He
soarcely had time to undress bafors
he collapsed. The room and the
furniturs danced about him, and then
oame darkness and oblivion,

When he opened his eyes he found
his wife bending over him,

“Isn’'t it time %0 get up ? " he asked.

She smiled wanly,

"“You have been very sick, John,
but it's all right now, Dr, Howard
who left only a short while ago, says
that il was & nervous collapse. He
says thal natuve has supplied the
remedy—perfect rest.”

“How long have I been in bed,
Mary ? " he asked,

"“T'wo days,” she replied.

He laughed.

“And the world has been Roing
around for forty-eight hours without
my knowing anything about it ?

"Yes,” she replied brightly, “And
good things have been happening,
too. You have been made chief con-
sulting surgeon at the Good Samar.
itan hospital. Isn’'t that a promo-
tion ?

"'Yes,"” he nodded gravely,
cided promotion.”

"And besides that,” she went on,
"everybody is talking about your
wonderfal ¢riumph in saving the life
of Levering's littla boy.” |

" Oh, that was nothing at all,” he |
said absently,

“Yes, it was,” she retorted, with
witely devotion ; “it was w wonderful
thing—an extrasrdinary trlumph and
you know it.”

He was sitting up by this time, and
he put his arm on her shoulder and
looked into her eyes and, as he did
80, he thought of how he had over-
coma his inclination to avoid that
oall of duty.

“Yes, Mary,” he sald, with infinite
tenderness in his tones, “you are
right, It was a grea! triumph.’"—
Derry Journal,
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Modern languages are not unlike
the currency of a country, which,
when it has become defaced or mutil-
ated, is called in, and new bills or
coins are issued. :

Now and then we find a new word
coined in the mint of human
language which exprestes either a
new idea, or mayhap an old one
which hitherto has received little at-
tention. The word is called new
becauee it has been seldom employed
in human speech. Such a word, in-
dicative of an old, a very old ides,
and yet new to many people, is now
on the lips of every one. Wa find the
schoolboy and his sister using it, we
hear college students debating the
thoughts andideas which it expresses;
men's clubs and women's societies
employ it as a topic of discussion ;
the lecturer on his rostrum, the
family in the home ; men, women,
and children, the old and the young,
everywhere, are fast making this
word befter known and more firmly
eslablighed in our language.

Have you not already surmised to
what word I refer ? Then turn to
your daily and weekly papers ; read
their glaring headlines. Look into
our magazines and glance at the
essays, the poems, and the editoriale
which fill their pages. Open any one
of the comic sheets which lie upon
our newe stands and what do we
find? Ineach and all of them the
same subject—a gource of admiration
and applause fo one, a cause of fear
and dread apprehension to another.

This much used word ie “prepared-
ness : "’ preparedness $o0 meet and
cope with, victoriously any enemy on
land or on sea that may dare to
ageail our flag and country,

And so men, leaders among their
fellows, plan and plo#, labar and
strive, discuss, debate and argue, in
order either to persuade men to
adopt their views of the need of
greater preparedness, or to dissuade
their hearers from too great anxiety
to add to our means of gelf-protec-
tion by increasing our war munitions
and our army and naval defenses.
But all agree, no matter what their
view, that we ought to be prepared ;
that it is a thoughtless, careless
nation whose citizens have no con-.
cern for preparedness,

Have we Catholics realized as yet
that we ought to be partioularly in.
terested in this word and the
thought which it expresses ? Inter.
ested, because with us the iden is
not & new one. It is a very old one,
In all ages, and from the dawn of
reason in each of her children, our
holy Mother, the Church, has taught
ue to be prepared. To ke prepared
to fight the battles of life, not alone
in defenss of our country, but also
and above all, in defense of our im-
mortal souls. Preparedness has ever
been her watchword and her motto
a8 she sends forth her sons and
daughters under the banner of Jesus
Ohrist to withstand the onslaughts
of Satan and his lieutensnts, the
World, the Flesh, and the Devil.

Do we COCatholice clearly realize
that the proper nourishing, growth,
and eafeguarding of that priceless
treasure, our Faith, absolutely de-
mands of us a preparedness ? Our
faith is truly a gift which the good
God has given us, not bacause of any
deserts ol our own, but simply by
renson of His bountiful goodness.
This gift may be likened to & sweet |
and delicate flower which God has
glanted in the garden of our soul,
and which He wishes us to nourish |

and eafeguard o that it may in.
crease and wax strong, until it be.
comes sturdy and vigorous in the
sight of God and man,

How are we to accomplish all
this ? Let me tell you briefly,
First of all, through keeping alive
within our,souls the grace of Gad by
means of His holy Sacraments ;
secondly, by knowing our faith, not
in a vague, blind and indifferent
manner, bat with a clearly defined,
intelligent knowledge or perception,
which will enable us to give to all
men & reason and explanation of the
belief which we possese.

Men read and study, they ponder
and meditate, they make all manner
of sacrifices and dificult researches
in order to bs the better prepared to
protect their country avd earthly in.
terests from any forces that way en-
danger them,

Are thers no enemies that may
aries ngainet our Church and Faith ?
—for the one term includes the
other. Is our faith with its eternnl
interests of less importance than our
earthly concerns and possessions ?
Should we git idly by and live our
days wholly unconcerned as to our
preparedness to meet our soul’s most
deadly enemies ? And is it not be.
youd all cavil that such enemies are
legion.? And they are preparing,
working, striving, now openly, again
covertly, but always with the gelt
same end in view, —to rob ue of our
inheritance.

To do thie they read and study. |
they write lengthy treatises, they uge
that modern disseminator of informa.
tion, the printing press, to flood the
reading world with a literature of
which the one alm and purpose is to |
do away with those beliets and
sacred dogmas taught and held by
holy Church and claimed by us to ba
our most valued treasures.

What, again I ask, are we doing to
prepare ourgelves and the rising |
generation to meet and overcome the
dangers which ara thus surging
againet us ? Do we know our cate-
chism ? Do we ever read Catholic
books, newspapers, and magazines ?
Or, are we compromisers of our
Faith because of the lack of knowl-
edge which could so easily be
obtained? Do we encourage, and,
when needful, oblige our children to
attend the Sunday-sshool and other
Catholic schools where they may
obfain proper ingtruction ? What
kind of books and reading matter do
we allow in their possession ?

All these are thoughts and ques-
tions we may well consider at this
time when the watchword of the
hour is preparedness. Yes, we all
want a proper and sufficient pre-
paredness for our country, but let us
Catholiocs learn well and ever bear in
mind that the Faith which is ours
also demands and must have of us, as
loyal sons and daughters of Holy
Church, a holy and wise and ever
vigilant preparedness.—S. S. in
Sacred Heart Review.
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THE RELIGIOUS WELFARE OF OUR
SOLDIERS

We shall have to waib till long |
afler this war is over befors we can
see things in their true perspective. |
So many interests are in conflict ; |
we are 80 prone to be carried away
by our personal viewa and prejadices ;
resentment, and other passions just
28 unworthy, so frequently cloud our
judgment, that years may elapse be
fore a sane verdict can be passed on
the events that are now taking place
in Europs, But there are some
mafters connected with 9he war that
are not so elusive and about which
no reasonable mind can have two
opinions. One of these, the one we
are to keep in mind this month, is
the influence the war is having on
the lives of the soldiers. It is cer-
tain that a marvellous transforma
tion is being wrought in the souls of
thousands of men who are living like
rabbite in their burrows in France
and elsewhere. Wholesale conver-
sione to the faith and to better lives
are being recorded from the trenches
and hospitals ; men who neither
knew God before the war, nor feared
Him, have been turning to Him in
the past eighteen months ; and one
has oniy to read the letters and des-
patches from the front published in
the European newspapers, to be oon-
vinced that, in permitting this awtal
havoe, God has His own designs.
Men may run counter to Hig plans as
much as they please ; but just when
they think they have succeeded in
overturning them, they learn what
little use there is in opposing One
Who is wiser and stronger and more
far-seeing than they.

One instance of the folly of such
men will suffice. Some years ago
the Government of France, influenced
by elements hostile to the Catholio
Church, banished her priests from
the Republic, reduced them to prac-
tical servitude, or least muzzled them
80 complately that their influence
was  practically gone. Religious
teachers were driven from their
schools, and a couple of generations
of children—and this meant millionsg
—were forced to grow up ignorant of
their obligations to their Maker,
And what was particularly distress-
ing was that all this was done with
premeditation, and in violation of
the Church's well known laws. The
object the French Government had
in view in promulgating the Law of
1889 was to drive God out of the
hearts of Frenochmen, and in thig it
succeeded nenrly too well, Millions

in France no longer felt the need of
God, they lived as if there were, no
God, and the intention of the logle-
latore was that this state of affairs
should continue. Laws were made
to stem the tide of voocations to the
priesthood, so that should French
men desire later to turn to the prac
tice of religion, thers should be no
one to teach it to them, Aill that
atheistio ekill could Ao was done fo
furn away from the Church a nation
which had been its "‘eldest daughter,”
and with which its best and trussp
traditiona had for centaries bsen
inextricably linked. But just when
the infldel French Government
thought that it had attained its end,
the present war came to upset its
nelarious work., The very leglela-
tion passed by it to banish the Oath-
olic clergy from its territory and to
crush out vocations, by obliging
candidates for the priesthood to do
military service, recoiled upon it to
its own confusion, served to augment
the Church's power and influence,
and unwittingly helped the cause of
God. There are now twenty thou.
eand priests and seminarists, ex-
clugive of military chaplains, in the
French army working among the
wounded in the trenches and at the
hospital bases, bringing pior Franch
soldiers back ¢o the Church and pre.
paring thoss who die to meet their
Supreme Judge. /

The other Powera at wer have also
felt odliged to consider the wants of
the eouls of their eoldicrs. The
Germon and Austrian Ggvernments

| have alwaye hed, even in time of

peace, thoroughly organized depart-
ments devoted to the spiritual wel

| fare of their men ; needless to dwell

on the efficiency of this eervice on
the battleflelds at the present time,
The Italian army numbers, acoord-
ing to latest reports, from 17,000 to
19 000 members of the clergy in ite
ranks : the British army on the con-
tinent is supplied with mctive and
zealous chaplaing: the Australian
and Canadiancontingents have theirs.
In a word, 8o well has the Catholic
Church supplied all the belligerents
in the present war with spiritusal aid
that the envy of the other denomina-
tions has been excited. This should
not surprise us. With thelr in-
definite dootrines and the lack of
positive methods o win souls, the
promoters of the various forms of
Protestantiem could hardly hope to
gain the confldence of men living
and fighting in the presence of death,
and who at that moment, above all
moments, want the wheat and not
the chaff, What soldiers dying on
the battlefleld look for is the soul.
sfrengthening action of the Catholio
Church and her sacraments, with the
graces and supreme consolations
they bestow ; and we can learn from
letters from the front that many a
man has already shown that he
appreciated the sentiments of the
Reformer who, as far back as the
sixteenth century, nsserted that,
while Protestantism is an easy re.
ligion to live in, the Catholic religion
is the ensier one to die in.

The conduct of the Catholics and
their priests in the trenches has im-
pressed their fellow-soldiers of the
other denominations so vividly that
they could not help giving their im-
pressions about it. A French Pro-
testant, writing in the Journal de
Genédve, thus recognizes the excel
lent attitude of the soldier-priests :
“They give good example to all;
they never preach, they merely acl,
they inepire a deference that is
mingled with respect. Their courage
is unbounded ; they do not fear
death, because they are always in a
fit state to die,” "It is a pity,”
writes an officer, “‘that the Church of
England cannot take a leaf out of
the book of the Roman Church, In
my last billet we had not besn in it
three days when the Roman priest
came and asked what men in my
company were Catholice. I gave
him every facility to visit them, and
I have given the men every facility
to go to Mass. When I think of
these Roman priests, ill-paid, ill fed,
poorly clad, going aboui there carry-
ing out their Master's command,
‘Preach the Gospel to every
creature,’ I wonder how the priests
of the English church dare to be so
self-satisfled. ” Another, comment-
ing on the conduct of a Catholic
chaplain in the Dardanelles : “Here,
a8 usual, the Church of Rome reaps
the i fruit of her clear, dogmatioc
teaching. Roman Catholice can
understand and admire their priest
who, at the Lancaghire landing,
being wounded four times before
ever he set foot on land, continued
ministering to the dying till his
head was blown off,” And an
Anglican chaplain, in his turn, gives
testimony to the piety of the Catholic
soldiers : “A Ruman Catholic soldier
knows _at once what to do; he asks
you #0 get him a priest ; he wants
his Communion or to make his con-
fession. He knows the Gospel of
Chriet ; he understandsabout repent.
ance, about grace, about the presence
of the unseen army of saints and
angels. Our poor Tommy, not from
any fault of his own, but from our
neglect, is quite unconscious of most
of this reality. The churches
here are crammed day by day with
Roman Catholics. They find time to
pray, to make their confessions and
Communions. Why not we ?"

To Catholics all this is obvious ;
but beneath it all it is also obvious
that God has His own designs. It is
morally certain that there are num-
bers of the slain who have maved
their souls, who would never have
ssen the face of God had they not
participated in this war and wit.
neesed ite horrors, The presence of
the dyirg everywhere around him,
their wounde, their struggles, their
agonies, must leave a vivid impres.
sion on the most callous soldier, and

the imminence of his own death in
actual battle must suffice to show
him how quickly he too may pass
away, how emall a thing he is in this
Universe. “Being under ghell fire,"
writes one soldier, "is an alarming
thing, acd it it does not stir up &
heavy thrill within you, then jou
muset be a dumb animal that cannot
underetand a thing that is golng on
around it.” "Look into the gky
above you,” writes another, “you feel
helplese ; all around you the air is
filled with the growling whine ; 16
may burst in the end near you ; it
that's the cnee you won't hear the
burst in all likelihood ; the light will
go out and you won't know what hit
you” These are the oritical mo.
ments that come to a man in the
trenches. For the first time in his
lite perhaps, he sees eternity yawn-
ing before him : he has to make a
radical decision; an act of faith, or
hope, or love, or sorrow for the past,
springs from his henrt, awaiting its
formula in liviog words.
to the inspiration, and utters some.
thing that God certainly under
stands ; this is the beginning of a
poor soldier's oconversion, And if
unhappily a stray bit of shrapnel

reaches him in a vital spot, and he | the very edge of every battle fleld I

feels that the supreme call has come
at lact for him, what more natural
than to ask the chaplain neax by to

give him the baneflt of his ministry ? |
grace |

This spontaneous nct AL
for the dying man ; after its death
it means salvation. Results like
these may not juetily the war, but
for all eternity the men who found
taeir faith in God in the trenches
and who died professing it, will
thank Him for having permitted
this cooflagration. Thaese who
survive the horrors of the pres-
ent struggle, and they are
going to be the greater number, will
hardly ever be the same men again,
Death and all that death means came
too cloge to them not to have left on
them life-long impresgions. They
may take oocasion to boast of their
feats on the battlefleld, or to show
their medals won in brilliant actions;
but they will be indulging in mere
surfaces talk; their experiences of
the terrible war will always be befors
them, and deep down in their hearts
they will be able to gauge the true
value of life.

Intthe presence of these considera-
tions one can gee the Providence of
God permitting ambitious rulers to
try to accomplish their designs in
order that He, in His turn, may the
more easily accomplish His own, and
thus draw good out of evil. War is
undoubtedly a dreadful thing; it
paralyzes civilization, brings tears
and sorrow into millione of homes,
wastes energies that snould be used
to make this world a better place to
live in; but there is =& greater
evil than war, and that eis the
loss of souls redeemed by the
Blood of Cbrist. To work for souls
on the battlefront, theretore, is one
of the noblest and highest dunties
that men could be engaged in at the
present time, and it is a consolation
to know that our Catholic chaplains
and soldier.priests are doing their
duty in the trenches and at the hos.
pital bases. Several have already
given up their lives in the accomp
lishment of their duty; the ur flag
ging zeal and fatigues and dangers
of thoge who remain is an inspira.
tion to Catholice at home, All
hooor, then, to those worthy men
who have been doing their share
during the past eightesn months to

18

| keep up our traditions, o uphold the
| cause of the Cros
| the Catholic

and the honor of
Church. Obeying
wish of the Holy Father we can do
nothing better duaring the present
month than aesist them with our
prayers 8o that the efficacy of their
arduous work may be doubled ; the
Church will feel the affects for years
to come. And let our membars not
forget to pray for those thousands
who have already died in the present
war. They have given up all in a
cause they believed to be just ; their
palriotiem is & brand of virtue that
will undoubtedly be recognized by
God., If war brings men closer to
Him and makes them better Catho-
lics, who will dare say that God is
not drawing a great good out of this
great evil ?
E. J. DEVINE, 8. J.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
IN THE WAR

—

HEROISM OF PRIESTS AND NUNS

“The Priest on the Battle Field” is |

an  Australian  Catholic Truth
Society’'s publication, written by the
Rev. Father W.J. Lockington, 8. J.,
and in the flrat chapter the author
very truly points out that one of the
moat sftriking features of the present
stupendous war is the changed atti-
fude of the world towards the Catho-
lio patriot and his practice of his re.
ligion, No longer sneersd at, re-
ligion is recognized as the founda.
tion of the highest form of courage,
enabling men to attain sublime
heights of selfless bravery,
side, says Father Lockingfon, men
have turned in reverence to God—
Rugsian and Austrian, Belgian and
German, French and English—and
this ie especially true of the children
of Mother Church. And can it be
wondered at

well as in his heroiem under five, and
his attachment to his soldierly

ations, It is not only that the
Church of the Ages is the guardian
of the whole Truth of God and the
diepenser of His miraculous Sacra.
mental gifts to mankind, and that
the Catholic warrior has a spirit-
ual strength and inspiration that be.
long to none other. He has, as well,

He yields |

the example of a priesthood that in
this hour of trial and orisis has fruly
won the wonder and the admiration
of the civilized world. After seeing
the Belgion prieste in the firing line,
an Irish goldier, who was & Protest.
ant, declared : ‘‘Their religion is the
religion for me, and I have put down
my name a8 & Catholie,” And he is
not theonly one who has patdown his
name, for we are told that conver.
eions on the battle field are num.
bered by thousands. A French Pro.
testant, writing of the strong revival
of religious feeling in Fraunce, de.
clares that “one of the elements of
thie reawakening is the presence in
larges numbers and the example, g0
often heroic, of the priests with the
colors. And this 18 not without
reckoning the deaths of priests ns
priests, shot in the fulfilment; of
their eacred duties, and falling nas
martyrs in their blood-stained ons-
socks.”” More testimony that priest.
heroes are everywhere comes from a
correspondent of an English newe-
poper. He writes: "“On the battle
edge 8 dying man .
kneeling by a dying man, was a
| priest, holding one of his hande and
| administering Extreme Unction. On

have seen these ministers of God.

They move about throughout the
| ighting, calm and fearless, ready to |
help the doctors, or comfort the last
moments of dying soldiers.” We
conld go on quoting for a long t'me, {
| without exhaustiog half the splendid |

| testimonies which Father Lock ington

has collected, of how, in the trenches
to-day, the priest etands by his
people, a splendid figure, holding the
Key of Eternity.

And, as a matter of courge, the
nune, magnificent ineivil life where
ever pickness or distress cry for
sucoor, are nod behind the priesys for
courage and helptalness in the
bloody zone of war. The story of
Sister Julie is a claseic, but, thank
God, there are thousands of Sister
Julies among these glorious daugh-
ters of Mother Church. Ever sicce
the war began, correspondents have
been chronicling their bravery under
fire, their pluck in their burning con-
vents, their work in the hospitals,
and in the figld, and their devotion,
under the most trying circumstances,
to the orpbans and old folk depend
ent on them, Just as they have
moved among the lepers of Molokai
and Japan, or have chanced their
lives in China, or have risked death
among the head-hunters of Papua
and the South Sea Islands, 60 now
bursting bomb and shrieking shell
fail to keep them from their chosen
path of duty. Decorafed by Presi-
den?, Kniser and King to-day, the
war drove them from the cloister to
carry on a miesion that the non-
Catholic world is compelled to con-
template with awe and reverence.

Catholics need not ask the secret
of this sublime heroiem and gelf-
sacrifice of priest and nun. But we
may ask ourselves; what does it mean
to the civilized world ? When the
war is over, may we no? expect to
see the Church trimmphant again in
the nations that have wandered so
far from God ? Catholic priests and
nung on the battle field are not only
bringing sfrangers into the True
Fold ; they are winning back the err-
ing children of the Church in great
battalions ; they are even awakening

the |

On every |

that the Catholio |
soldier, in his piety and devotion, as |

the consciences of nations which
have been sleeping through many un-
bappy years. May we ndt hope for a
truly Oatholic France ? May we not
expecl & revivified Italy, gso far as
| Catholicity is concerned ? May we
not see England rapidiy returning to |
her ancient faith ? In Germany and
in Austria Catholicity must come out
of the flame of wer purer and
stronger. Aye, in every Christian
country we will see the Church more
glorious than she was before the
greafest war in history. Suffering
cleanses the soul, and clean souls
cannot contemplate the faith, the
fervor, the self-sacrifice and the
serene fearlessness of our priests and
nuns on the battle fleld, without see-
ing the Church with clearsr eyes,
without losing old prejudices, and
without wishing to have that cer-
tainty which our Church holds out to
her children.—Truth,

A CHAPEL IN A TREE

There are many famous shrines
dedicated to the mother 0of God, but
few more ancient or more curious
than the Cuapel of Our Lady of
Peace, in Alonville, Normandy, To
those who are familiar with it and
its history, an account of the same
will be of more than passing interest,

An ork under which the Druids
offered their heathen rites, paying
aoctually divine honore to it; a tree
consecrated by the earliest apostles
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of Gaul to Jesus and Mary; a tree |
beneath whose shade William max- |
shalled his Norman host before he |
led them to the conquest of England;
a tree under which the returning |
warriors of the firet Crusade told to |

wondering crowds the story of their ’
strange adventures in $he Morning |
Land ; a tree which time hallowed to {
| form & oryp? for a chapel in honor of |
Mary it still stande, revered by all |
hearts as their dearest monument,
This venerable tree, the last of the |
chapel trees, is thirty-five feet round |
thetrunk, and in spite of its centuries,
each epring still robes it in green. |
The statue of Mary had dedicated it

| to her, 8o, when ages ago time hol. |
duties, stand out above all denomin. |

lowed it out, and the people lined |
the hollow trunk with white marble
and set up within this crypt an altar
surmounfed by a beautiful Madonna. |
In this tree shrine Masgs is celebrated.
A flight of etairs leads up to it; and
above, amidst ite still brilliant folinge,
towers an iron oross, — Pitteburg
Obgerver,
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