ords of eur

“‘Canadian
torieal,” by Thomas O'Hagan, M.
‘A, Ph.D., and published by William
Briggs, Toronto, This much" welcom-
ed addition to our growing Cana-
dian literature is thoughtiully - de-
dicated to the Christian Brothers,
‘‘disciples of St. John Baptist de la
Salle, ‘the Father of modern peda-
v, It consists of eight essays,

all of which have already nppe:nred
in the pages of the '‘American (}\th—
olic Quarterly Review,”” the *“‘Cath-
olic World,”” “‘Canada; an Encyclo-
pedia,” and other current publica-
tions. It is scarcely necessary that
we should do more than call atten-
tion to the presence of Dr. O'Ha-
gan’s most creditable wor in or-
der to.insure for it & hearty and en-
‘couraging reception on the part of
all our readers. The author nae
and rks are so familiar to-day in
ever Jatholic household, not only
in Canada, but all over this conti~
nent, that anything we might write,
either in praise of the gifted and un-
giring young Irish Catholic littera-
teur, or b y of apprefiation  of
the high merifs of all that has come
from his eloquent pen, would add
but little to the fame he has already
80 justly won for himself and the
credit his efforts have been to his
fellow-countrymen and co-religion-
Jor do we feel it our duty to

tents of this g

prefer to frankly state our
ing its. importance, and then
to our readers the pleasant
of perusing its contents and

forming their own judgments there-

on. We can honestly say that ““Can-

adian Essays’’ is a book that should !

find a place on ry table or in
every library—public or private —
throughout the land; and c
heartily add, that no Cathol o01me,
especially where there children
to be educated for the future, should
be without Dr. O'Hags last book
But. in p nce of such a valuable
addition to our literature, we h
another duty to perform, and our
sphere in Catholic  journalism  im-
poses the same upon us. In view of
our object, we are confident that
Dr. O'H i will pardon the liberty
we take, in reprodu in  these
columns comments, which we
found in the Toronto *‘Globe’" of the
14th September -instant. A writer,
who pro to be reviewer, or
critic—we suspect a female writ
has undertaken to form and publish
timate of this volume. In order
1in the end we propose reach-
ing, it becomes nec ary for us to
quote a few of that person’s com-
Our principal aimris not to
Dr. O’Hagan’s work—for the
'S on its face the im-
of bigoted antagonism—rather |
it to show our people a few of the
stacles that a young Catholic
writer has t6 ovVercome, a few of the
undeserved difficulties
1 which he has to contend. We
take the first and the
graphs of this ver
~ceedingly uncriti X
first one runs thus i—

are

some

| “‘In entitling his volume *‘ Cana-
dian Fes ! Thoma
M.A., Ph.D; ather e
right the character of its conten
would warrant, not one of the pa-
pers and sketches included ‘between
its covers being strictly in the na-
‘ture or the form of that order of
Scomposition known as the ‘‘essay
“This might be a trivial
were the title not apt to be m
ing. The subjects dealt with are as
‘Canadian Poets and Poe-
anadian Women Writers,"’
nch-Canadian Life and Lite
ture,"” ““The Old M on Church at
Tadousac ue Story of the
Acadian 1 3, the Land
of the Je ' ‘“The Pio-
neer Bishop of Ontario,” and ‘“The
Catholic Church in Ontario.” Judg-
ing from the majority of the titles
of these ‘‘essays’’ alone, one qu
tions the propriety of designating
them with the distinctive qualita-
tive ‘‘Canadian.” In the first, where
we might reasonably have looked for
a critical and comparative study on
some scale of a much hackneyed
theme, we find a few meagre obser-
vations prefacing a category of writ-
ers prepared without any attempt at
classification or analysis. Indeed, no
principle, philosophical or. literary,
appears to have governed the writ-
er’'s pen. No broad survey, either
historical or prophetical, is made of
the field; no waluation of those
streams, those forces, that are con-
tributing to the formation of a na-
tional literature, no theories offered,
no general deductions drawn from
the mass of material referred ‘to so
casually.”” -

After' a few words of very stinted
praise regarding the essay on
~French-Canadian Life and Litera~
uu-e’,'_f the ‘‘Globe's” reviewer says

% | tion t

Possibly the writer in the

did, not. read  this preface; decidedly
he (or she) has not critically stud-
ied either Parkman or Kingsfo
for both of these eminent  Protest-
ant historians are of Dr. O'Hagan’s
idea, and both look upon the  sup-
jects treated by him as forming an
important part of Canadian history
rather than as a special glorifica-
tion of either the Catholic Church or
of her missionaries, martyrs  and
hierarchy.

/e will now come back to the cri-
tie’s intreductory paragraph. Please
read again the sage-like objegtions
of the ‘‘Globe’ scribe. In the first
place, that writer objects  tg ~ the
title; objects to Dr. O’Hagan styling
his papers “‘essays,”’ because "I:Ot
n-
the covers being
the form
ion known

one of the papers and sketches
I cluded
{ strictly in thé nature ¢

lof that order of compos

| as the e 3

'jvcls to the title ‘‘Canadian,”
|

between

' Then heé (or she) ob-
be-
cause, from the titles, ‘one ques-
tions the propriety of designating
them with the distinctive qualitative
Canadian.””
1z the first objéction—and it
at once proves the critic to be a
ungenerous, and possibly
bigoted—reviewer.
ay that each of Dr,
agan's papers is an say,”” and
What is an essay? We
International "Dic-
‘Essay (Lt.) a eompo
ting of any particdlar sub-
ject; usually shorter, and l¢ meth-
than a formal and finished
v on the life and
writing Homer Would l’.l\v
“Globe critic kindly point to one
of the eight papers in this wvolume
that does not come exactly within
the definition above given. We have
on our table a volume of ‘‘Macau-
’I' y's Bssays.”” Now, these
|
|

carping,
envious—decidedly
—we can simply
O'F

nothing ¢
quote We
tiona

odical
’n‘onli e; as

ess all; each of them

mal and complete treatise on a

Dr. O'Hagan’s articles.

or whatever  else
what he

what he
different

en subject.
or contributions,
style them, are exactly
style them are exactly
elaims for them—ess on
subjec ketches, large-lined etéh-
ings, calculated to form the fram
work and destined to inspire othe
with the de e and indicate to them
the means of filling in all the details
and completing the composition.
Now, as to the ol i to
“gqualitative Canac need
but quote Dr. O'Hagan's pre-
again. ‘It will be noticed,”” he
that they (the essay
th same phase of
tory or literature
plains his aim in
to be ¢
bette cquaintance on the part
“anadians with the historical
intellectual development of their
own country.” Don’t imagine, dear
Doctor, that Canadians®of the cate-
gory to which the ““Globe’s” writer
belongs, will care to have any ‘“‘wid-
er or better’’ knowledge of our coun-
try’s history—for such would neces-
ate an acquaintance with* the
achievements of Catholicity on this
continent. There is as wuch diff
ence between such a critic’s expres-
sion and the sentiments that should
animate a true lover of Canadian
literature as there is between the
“‘qualitative Canadian’’ to which ob-
jection is made and the ‘‘qualif
Canadian’

5 to each of those e
regards - the long rig-ma-role
B and comparative
philosophieal or
ary,’’ ‘broad survey, either his-
cal or prophetical,”” *‘valuation
of streams,’”” and all that jumblé of
i priate and misapplied._poly-

A s, we have no better answer
to give than by quoting a very char-
acteristic paragraph from the pre-
~face to the book. Dr. O'Hagan says :
“If it should appear that some au-
thors whose contributions to Cana-
dian literature are but slight have
gained recognition in this volume, it
is_because such writers have = cheer-
fully and patriotically given of their
heart and ' brain—whether = lyrvic,
story or historical sketch—to enrich
the intelectual  life-blood of our
country, and deserve, therefore, to
be gratefully remembered in its ‘lit-
eérary annals.””

This one phrase mirrors the heart
and mind of Dr. O’Hagan. Always
generous, always kind, helpful to be-
ginners, extending the hand of  en-
couragement to all, never using a
‘harsh word regarding any. co-worker
in the field of letters, ever ready to
praise, to lift, to enlighteén, to.pro-
tect; never wounding the most deli-
cate susceptibilities of others. How

the

and

. borhood,  for

know, too, which: trees’ leg
‘poisonous, and tell how the
Christians swelled -and ' sufl

ing to sustain life 'y eating
They showed the remainder
school children; . three amg

had before the siege lost

féét through foot binding. 'S
you did not sleep here,  ‘while

cannonading was going. en?”’  “Wc |

always moved about with our tail of
childrgn after us to where they seem-
ed to be firing less;’”’ said the young
Portuguese Sister with' the luminous
brown eyes. Then came up an. old
Sister of seventy-six. She, too; had
survived' the siege. 4

We _visited the Bishop. “Did auy
of your servants recant?”’ A few,
very few.” ‘I think 12, Chris-
tians lost their lives,”" said Mgr.
Favier, “three. of our . Eurepean
priests, four Chinese, and many. of
our Chinese ters.”  One_ priest
hung on a crucifix, nailed, for. thre
days before he died. Mgr. Hamer
they killed by cutting his arms and
legs to the bone, filling the euts
with petroleum,  and then setting
them alight. What saved us? Oh, a
series of miracles! Nothing: else.”’—
The Cornhill.

CATHOLIC MEMORIALS
_ [N ENGLAND,

1N OLD CONTRIBUTOR.

. * ;
Would the readers of the ' *‘ True
Witness'' like to have some very in-
teresting ‘historical Ails  regard-
ing Catholic menforials in England?
We all know what a grand work the
Catholic Trith Society is earrying
on; in each of its branches, ne mat-
ter in what land, there is something
being done to advdnce the cause of
Catholic Truth. Recently a Catholic

Tfuth érence was held at N
yie, and for the octcasion
5. Andrew Reid and €o., of
London and Neweastle, published an
illustrated guide to Newcastle. From
the pages of this little pamphlet,
which was sold for six cents, one
could glean more of ‘the Catholic his-
tory of England, or rather the his-
tory of the Church and Her wielssl-
tudes and triumphs in that * lafid,
than from half a library of books.
If the extracts which T have taken
from its pages, are not too len’gthy
would be exceedingly plea to
have them reproduced  in the Irish
Catholic organ of this province. Not
only do they cirry the mind back
to.the days before Normian set foot
on the soil of Britain, but equally
do ‘they afford us a glimpse of the
Churchi’s successes, misfortunes, per-
secutions, and final revivals, down
along the ages,—through eight hunp--
dred years of struggle—until the
very confiscations of Henry VIIIL,,
and the persecutions of Elizabeth,
are lost in the mists of the by-gone,
and the magnificent triumphs of
Catholicity, upon the people of the
present. What a splendid story of
Catholic glories—the glories of mar-
tyrdom and the glories of later vie-
tories—do not these fow pages, gath-
ered together by the zeal and study
of the devoted members, of the Cath-
olic Truth. Society present! Read

that story, and reflect upon it :—

‘“The name ‘‘Newcastle’' dates on~
ly from the Norman Conquest. The
former name of the town was
“Monkchester.”” The monks from
whom it derived its name cannet
have been the Dominicans or the
Franciscans, as these Orders were -
not founded until more than a cen-
tury after the Norman Conquest,
The monks of Monkchester must have
been“either the Augustinians, or the
Carmelités, or .most probaBly the
Benedictines, ' who had many ‘‘cells’”
and large monasteries in the neigh-
instance at Lindie-
farne, Weremouth, Jarrow, Tyno-
mouth, and H here St. Wil-
frid, the greatest’of Saxon Church
builders, reared his masterpicce. As
the
Black Monks, the name Monkchester
would - naturally

their presénce as the name

Blackiriar street was derived from |

‘the presence
Dominicans.

different the author of “‘Canadian]

Essays,”’ and ~ the writer in the
“Globe!*’ kA v

We have taken the troubl
trast these two—for there is no coni-

con- |

parison = between theni that . could |

possibly. be instituted—in order.
demonstrate to our readers - how
Placrd la the Jiyto i) of ue :
! v : 26 in

| formed; Little by

“bore

v

heir ca)
the fleet of ¥
the mouth of

| iforts of religion.

vears, was destroycd. Bishop Ear-
dulph and . his monks escaped with
the sacred vessels'and relics.amongst
which-were the remains of ‘Q&. Cut
bert, and they fled from = place to
place before the merciless Danes un-
til they finally settled at Durham,
where the magnificent cathedral was
afterwards  built = with St. ~ Cuth-
bert’s body as its “‘treasure.”” * To
this day,”’ says a modern  writer,
!‘the Scdndinavian element+is very
visible' in the appearance and dialect
of the population of the north., and
many of the peculiar manners and
customs of the Norsemen still sur-
vive here.’” “

After the Danish invasion, Catho-
licity was reduced to a very low ebb
in Monkchester and in all Northum-
bria. Some monks who traveled
many years after from Evesham to
Monkchester on'a special mission to
try and rekindle the flame of \reli-
gion found the country north of
York a barren wilderness and Monk-
chester almost deserted. They found
not a single church or monastery
left standing, When the Saxon line
was restored in the person of King
Edward the Confessor religion began
to revive in  Monkchester as well as
elsewhere. Then came. the Norman
Conguest in 1066. The sturdy North-
umbrians would have none of the
Normans to rule over them and re-
belled, So King William himself vis-
ited the North, He defeated the
combined Saxons, Danes, and Scots,
and laid waste the whole of North-
umbria. The town of Monkchester®

s razed to the ground, and by the
orders a castle was ted
where the present. Norman- keep
stands. It was probably Zonly a
wooden fortification and hastily con-
structed. ~William Rufus improved
upon this by building a castle of
stone, and the formidable building
still stands in imposing grandeur,
begrimed with the dust and smoke
of 800 years. From it the town of
Monkchester began to be = called
Newceastle.

It {s now only & musewm for anti-
Yuities, like Norwich Castle. - In
1091 the first Church of St. Nicho-
las wad built, but this was destroy-
ed by fire dn 1216, and the present
edifice was commented shortly after.
Religion rose again t6 a pew life.
The new town was soon found too
small for the increasing population.
In the reign of Henry I.iwe find two
religious establishments outside the
town. These were the Hospital of
St. Mary the' Virgin and the Nun-
nery of St. Bartholomew; both were
situated a little to the north of the
town on the western bank of the
Lort, Burn, near to the Barras
Bridge. (N.B.—This Hospital. . of St.
Mary the Virgin was removed at the
end of the reign of Henry II. to a
place outside the western wall of
the town, very near the spot where
George Stephenson’s monument now
stands, and the old house was added
to the Nunnery of St. 'Barfholomew
which adjoined it). King Stephen
made over the government of North-
umberland to David, King of Scot~
land, and David’s son was created
Earl of Northumberland.

King - David—the same who built
Melrose,  Jedburgh, and Dryburgh
Abbeys— is supRosed to have built
the church dedicated to St. Andrew,
the patron saint of Scotland, which
is standing to this day. ‘The town
began to spread out béyond the
wall ‘on the north side. On the west
side also, 8o repeatedly did the num-
ber wof houses increase, that the sub-
urb known. as Westgate was soon
lttle  religion
raised_her drooping head, ‘and. before
the ‘énd of the thirteenth century
the new town was as rich in  reli-
gious houses as it had béen at |
close of the tenth gentury, ' wheh
e name: of Monkchester.

Benedictines - were called the |

zealous priests L4
ter 5 laid down

minis-

The first martyr who suffered in
this town was the Rev. Edward Wat-
efon, a missionary from the ' Eng-
lish College at Rheims, established
by Cardinal Allen. This" holy .mar~
tyr was dragged upon a hurdle from
Newgate along Gallowgate to what
was then called Gallowshole, at the
entrance to the Castle Leazes, which
was the place fixed for his execution,
He was hanged, disembowelled . and
quartered on -the 7th of  January,
1598, (Dr. . Challoner’s ‘‘Mem. - of
Miss. Priests,”” vol. 1., p. 157). The
first martyr in Newcastle was the
Rev. Joseph Lampton, who was also
educated at the College of Rheims.
He was hanged on the 'Power Moor,
in the flower of his age on the 27tic
of July, 1593 (ibid., p. 159). - He
was cut down while still alive as the
hangman who had begun to dismeém-
ber him was filled with norror - of’
what he was doing, and refused to
g0 pn with the eperation. The boly
martyr was left in that dreadful ¢on-
dition while the sheriffs = rought an-
other executioner; till at length a
butcher was brought to de the work,
and did it in a manner perfectly hor-
rible to think of. Duving the last
century the ancient Faith has recov-
ered a good deal of its former.influ-
ence and splendor in Newcastle as
well as in the country at large. The
“‘Second Spring’" has come, tid L}
very beautiful churches of St.
chael and St, Dominic, and Sv.

Ty’s Cathedral testify to 1he zeal
and libefality of the Catholics here-
abouts, Besides the churches tliere
are Catholic institutions of varous
kkinds,a Catholic Grammar: School in
Bath lane, two Convents of Merey in
Westgate, a Dominican ¢

Sisters in Shieldfield, a 2] of
the Sisters of St. Paul at the Man-
ors, two convents of the Sisters of
St. Vincent de Paul, and the Little
Sisters of the Poor; and Catholie in-
dustrial schools .f boys und -girig
just outside the city at Gosfurth and
Ashburton, ‘making  the cily fi.ve
rich in' religious women (hau it was
eveti in the ages of Faith, whon New-
castle possessed only the Benedictine
Nuns and the Nuns of St. Burtholo-
mew. Much of this progress is ne
doubt due to the impetus wiven  to
religion by the restoration  wi ke
Hierarchy: but much must alis ta
attributed - to ~the - prayers of the
martyrs who shed  their blood
Newcastle.”” ;

that  in the
88 a restor-
iges had been
sale of milk' in
steadily 'increasing.
i~ the  British
ok m’l‘:e society of
mem advance of
every other. They recognized, how-
‘ever, the fact that.the very existence
of a erante niovement that - in-
cluded 86 many total abstainers ig
abundant evidence of the prevalence
of a terrible evil i past times. For
with their sentiment. about the use
of .wine and beer they realized very
well that it was the recognition of a
truly deplorable state of affairs that
alone could compel abandonment on
“the part of some of the use of stimu-
lants in order that others might be
brought within the limits of moder-
ation. X
There was no diseussion of the
state’ of - affairs in the American
army, probably because the question
of ““Canteen or no canteen’’ had not
come to their knowledge. Undoubt-
edly this ‘questidh has enfered into
an acute stage with us, and many of
the most experienced publicists have
openly: declared in favor of the can-
teen, so that the drinking of the sol-
diers - may be done under circum-
stances in which the elements of mo-
deration and control may be inject-
ed.

A Russian ' lady read a report of
M. Dimitri ‘Borodini,"a St. Peters-
burg delegate, on'the brandy mono-
poly by the Government. His con-
tention was that drunkenness is in-
creasing among the Russian peasant-
ry, and because il does ircrease the
Government. is benéfited in a finan-
cial way. During the t two years
850,000,000 rubles ere returned
from this one source into the G
ernment’s exchequer. Is it right,
he * asked, that the Government
should fatten on the depravity of
the people? . Will it in the end serve
the best interests of the country, if
the state acquires wealth ‘and the
people decay?. It was evident to all
that the monopoly has had a demor-
alizing effect, for it paralyzed all ef-
forts in chureh or state to prevent
the spread of intemperance. FEvery
head. of the population gontributed
24 rubles to make up the Govern-
ment's revenues from the monopoly,
and the nation was poisoning itself
to pay: this contribution, .and he-
cause of the increase of drunkenness
the people became less able to meet
the demands. They worked less on
account’ of the increased hours of
dissipation, and they were less able
to meet the demand for more work
on account of broken health and de-
creased ' vitality.  The Goverfiment
stultified itself when it paid 3,000,-
000 rubles a year as the cause - of
temperance, and accepted 170,000,-
000 rubles a year as the - price of

drunkenness,

The anti-alcobolic movement is de-
veloping a more than ordinary in-
terest among the thinking people on
the ‘continent of Furope. If is cer-
tainly remarkable that within a few
years  this | question should have
forged its way to the very forefront
of public questions. We have - been
accustomed to "think of the Europe-
an people as using and not abusing
intoxicating drinks, but the wave of
drunkenness that has been passing
over the English-speaking countries
is widening out the circle of its in-
fluence until its effects have.been felt
over France, Holland, Austria, Rus-
sia and Ttaly. The devastation that
has been wrought has set the scien-
tific men searching for cause .and
remedy. It has swakened churchmen
to a most vigorous crusade in order.
to stay its dreadful effects.” It has
aroused medical men to investigate
the banetul effécts of aleohol. -

The reports have just reached us
| of the gathering of an Awti-Alcoho-
ic Congress at Vienna. Tt aroused
 such interest that the vast hall of
:g:; st:gqety:.nl:“ ;:lg as erowded,

¢ reading ‘of reports and the

M. Gregorovici, a Russian student
of medieine, put the matter in =a
nut-shell when he foretold the most
direful results as the result of the
Government usurpinig not ouly  the
monopoly whereby drunkenness was
fostered aniong the people, but ~ ar-
rogating to itsélf the right of teach-
ing the nation t0 become temperate.
When Count Tolstoi set about work-
ing against drunkenness and all the
depravity connected.with it he was
banished to  his estate, and when
talented young students, in the ideal
effort to awaken the minds of the
Russian people, made use of their
holidgys to teach Russian- peasants
to read and write they were arrested
and sent  to prisSon Jike criminals.
Tracts against drunkenness were dis-
tributed, to be sure, by the Govern-
ment. officials amo; peasants,
but a large perce of the people
could not read and tracts were

: ‘Among the classes

ho weré particularly afflicted . by
: hl‘l:‘:llght‘ol " intoxication = Russia
‘might, with a great deal of profit to
itself, study and adopt the methods

il ;
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