PAGE EIGHT

THE RED FLAG

The Secorid ‘German Congress of Sov1ets

Wh publish the following, krRu\'mg it will be

of interest to the workgrs in this country
as to the progress the German skorkers are making
towards the coneepts and- practices of the indus:
tridl revolution, as distingzished from the merely
political revolution, whiek/has little or no effeet on
their lives unless .nu»mpdnkd by.the other. Lib-
eral orr Conservatives R(pnhhmu or Demoerat or
Coalition: “so shall 'nr days in one sad tenor run’
of ‘eeonomie slaver¥ to eapital.

The Ebert Gofernment, Soeialist, so called, has

fought just a_/.f‘hnr(l againist the admittance of the
SQoldiers’, - and Peasants’
eéon-

Couneils ufl.\'\'urkc-r.\".
Couneils #& an integral part of the
stitutioy, ‘as any out and out eapitalist government;
could have done. However,

German

say tHe Canadian. to
ur/éxcerpts :—
Q ) F

One of the chief reasons for the abortive
“guuml strike in Berlin from Mareh 3 to 8, and the
the

Government in regard to giv-

subsequent (seecond) Sparacist rebellion, was
dilly-dallying of the
ing the eouneci] system a place in the Constitution;
‘this time general even

On Mareh 3,

(tovernment

Two days later

demand for which was by

faction the day

the

among the Majority
the
promised to yield to the demand
the Vorwarts printed another pronuneciamento, out-
lining the governmental plan for anchoring the
council system. Aceording to this and subsequent
announcements, Article 34a of the Constitution
would provide for the election of ‘“workers’ eoun-
¢ils’’ (Arbeiterrate,) endowed with rather ampli-
fied trade These councils would
be in charge of general labor interests and welfare,
and would have consultative powers in the man-
agement of enterprises. Furthermore, the proposal
pronded for ““‘economie¢ couneils’’ (Wirtschafts-
rate,) in, which workers and ‘employers are to be re-
presented “‘equally.””  These econdomic Gouneils are
to be charged with supervising produetion; they
have the right to initiate legislative measures, but
otherwise they do not infringe on the sovereign
power of the political Parliament. The economie
councils of the realm eleet a central economic coun-
¢il. with jurisdiction over the entire country. This
may be consulted in’industrial questions by the
Legislature. The soeialization of plants through
the instrumentality of couneils is expressly re-
fused. This plan was a long shot from the straight
Soviet system advoecated by the Independents, and
even from the more moderate Labor Chamber plan
—a compromise hetween Soviet and politieal “demo-
eracy—sponsored by Kaliski. Naturally, the Inde-
pendents were dissatisfied ~ and continuedy their

agitation.

strike was ealled }mh'i(-]}

union funetions.

no doubt. execellent sport,
and the four first
real business.

All this was,
but essentially nothing more:

days passed without transacting
Even the report of the Exeeutive Council, submit-
ted by Leinert, was forgotten. The prineipal jtem
on the programme was finally reached at the fifth
meeting when the two reports on ““anchoring”’ the
council system were submitted by the offieial ‘‘r
ferents.’”’ one, in behalf of the Majority Qnomlhts
by Julius Kaliski and Max Cohen, chairman of the
Executive Council; the other, in behalf of the In-
dependent Soeialists, by Ernest Daumig, one_of the
party’s intellectual leaders. .

The Cohen-Kaliski projeet is by far the most ela-
borate and ambitious scheme for making the Soviet
jdea an integral part of the German Constitution.
It takes up the suggestions of organization laid
down in the government proposal, but earries them
forther and develops them along both trade-indus-
trigl and poﬂﬁecl-geomphicd lines. Tt provides
for “‘economic eouneils, "’ embnaing delegates of
workers, office employees, and managers, to be or-
ganized in each plant. These couneils are to super-
vise production. Econiomic couneils® in the same
braneh of industry are linked together in distriet.
province, and state economic ecouneils, the whole
edifice topped by a central econemie conncil repre-

El

senting the particular industry of the entire coun- .

try.

1he resolutior, in contrast to the Governmeny
scheme, declares, moreover, that ‘‘the
couneil is the fundamental structure of socializa-
tion’’ in the particular industry. Thus by an in-
genious, if rather obvious, stroke, the Cohen-Kaljski
proposal undertakes to solve simultaneously ° the
tWo outstanding problems - of - national economy,
that of nationalization or Socialization, and that of
industrial representation.

Now for the political side. All economic coun-
cils of a given geographieal unit—a municipality,
for instance—elect wepresentatives to a ‘‘chamber
of the unit; the same is done in the dis-
triet, provinee, state, and finally in the entire eoun-
This central chamber of labor. elected by the
councils of the whole nation, becomes a Second
Chamber co-ordinated with the Parliament, or as
the latter is called here, the People’s Chamber. The
former is representative of the producers, the lat-
The Chamber of Labor ‘has
initiative in industrial and economie
questions; all, in matters socialization.
The People’s Chamber has similar initiative in more
strietly political and in ecultural matters. A bill
becomes law only if adopted by both chambers; but
if one ¥ adopted successively in three years by the
People’s Chamber, it becomes a statute over the
veto of the Chamber of Labor. Both chambers have
the right to call a referendum.

Finally, the Cohen-Kaliski proposal provides for
“anchoring’’ the tradeunion system. It states that
the unions are assoeiations of workers in a particu-
lar ealling to eonduet ecollective bargaining - with
emiployers’ associations. In any one plant the
union is represented by the ‘‘works’ couneil’
(Betriesrat.).. The entire machmery is eéxtended to
all lines of agriculture as well as to intellectual
workers. It will be noted that the fundamental dif-
ference between this project and the plan sponsor-
ed by the Government is that while in the latter the
Chamber of Labor is conceived as merely a con-
sultative adjunet to Parliament, in the Cohen-
Kaliski scheme the two bodies are put on an almost
equal footing as organs of the National Legislative.

On the other hand, the Cohen-Kaliski proposal
differs vadieally from the resolution submitted at
the same meeting by the Independent Socialist Dau-

of laber’’

try.

ter of the eonsumers.
legislative

above of

mig, who characterized the former as a ‘‘miserable

compromise,’’ since if Jeaves ‘the ' instrument of
political deiffocracy iftaet. At any rate, Daumig’s
measure has the virtue of extreme simplicity. It
provides for workers’ eouncils to take charge of
political .management, and works’ couneils, to
handle economic-industrial affairs. The - repre-
sentatives of the workers’ couneils unite in a Con-
gress of Soviets, which is the supreme political in-
stancé. It supplants the National Assembly. and
has the right to ‘appeint and remove the people’s
commissioners, who take the place of the Ministry.
Only workers possess the right to vote and to par-
ticipate in public affg@irs; the employing class is ex-
cluded, dithough intgllectnal workers are ' recog-
nized on a fully equal footing with the proletariat.
In a word, Daumig’s system provides for the dieta-
torship of the proletariat and the establishment of
a Soviet republie, but rather on the Hungarian
than the Russian model. /It differs from. the latter
by endowing the mﬁketlul class with full rights
—a difference earefully emphasized by Daumig and
the other Independent speakers. Th  his speech,
Daumig accused the present (Glerman Government
of betraying the revelution and the interest of the
proletariat, and of heing a mere tool in the hands
of the exploifing class.

A third propoal,»’nbmitted by Dr. Paul Mie-
haelis in behalf of #e Demoerats, assigns to the
workers’ eouneils |
puts an embargo on activities. Ty the dis-
emdmthcmmmmvudmn«d by
the Tndependents, mainly on tlle gmnd that it em-

economiy

economie funetions, and

was ‘taken, the Cohen-Kaliski scheme was adopted
braced the employing class. However, when & vote
almost unanimously—five Demoecrats registering
the only votes in opposition,

The seventh and last meéeting of the bongress was
taken up by the address of Karl Kautsky, one of
the greatest of living Socialist scholars, on the sub-
jeet, of socialization. The address was read by Mrs.
Kauisky in the absenee of her hiisband. who was ill.
It intvoduced a resolution declaring that socializa-
tion is © process indispensable for the welfare of
the proleriat, the substitution of production by
and for tke commonwealth instead of capitalistic
production for profit. However, he declared, head-
long socialization has dangers no less than the con-*
tinuation of eapitalistic ecgnomy itself. Three fae-
tors Tust co-opedzte in a socialized state: the
workers, the consutgers, and the technieal scientific
experts. To dlsrcuard any of the three would be
fatal. ‘‘Socialization does not mean simply the
expropriation of capitaliam and of the great landed
proprietors, but also a reurganization of the entire
economic life. Thiy ean not be achieved
in a summary way for all-b¥anches of industry, or
without preparations. ' It must proceed step by step,
and it will take years to carry if,out in full.”
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One of_the chief witnesses for the, prosecution in
the preliminary trial of the labor “officials was
asked by the erown prosecutor what was his opinion
of the effect of the speeches, at certain labor gath-
erings, on the audience. The lawyer for the de-
fence objected to such questions as very le‘:}ing,
but was over-ruled. Evidently the opinions” of
secret service men are to count as evidenee.
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COUNTRY POOR AS A CHURCH KOU“-—-
WONDERFUL BUSINESS IN m

1
© Sir Auckland Geddes reeently,uhl that thcm

try is as poor as a church mouse. The prices which
are being realized at the sales of artieles of luxdry-
hardly confirm this view, The diamond trade is
having unparalleled prosperity. The De Beers
Diamond Company has just declared a dividend of
80 per cent. for the year, as compared with 50 per

eent. for the previous year.

Fine jewels from various sources, all anonymous,
one day last week realized £163,114 at Christie’s
sale. The outstanding-féature was a pearl rope,
composed of 315 well-matched and graduated pearls
of the finest orient. The bidding for this started
at £20,000 and fell at £41,500. All the war profits
are apparently not going into the War Loan.—*‘The
Labor Leader.
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CHATTEL SLAVERY IN AMERICA

(€ ‘outixumd From Page Five)

that if found slavery here when it arrived, and ae-
cepted it as a settled institution, not even that it is
plainly taught in its ““sacred’’ hooks, but that it
deliberately ereated a new form of slavery. and for
hundreds of yeaps invested it with a brutality
greater than that which existed centuries before.
A religion which could tolerate this slavery, argue
for it, and fight for it, can not by any streteh of
reasoning be eredited ‘with an influenee in forward-
ing emancipation. Christianity no more abolished
slavery than it abolished witeheraft, the belief in
demonism, or, punishment for heresy. It was the
growing moral and social sense of mankind that
.compelled Christians and f"hrhthnity to give up

these and other things.

As a system, Christianity was irrevoeably com-
mitted to the institution of slavery. That modern
Christians try to prove otherwise, may he taken as
only one more instance of the disintegrating effeet
of new ideas and new institntiom on old eustoms
and beliefs.




