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THE FARMERS ADVOCATE.
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Concrete Culve

The many places €
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This is partic

e material used

hut a short time, and are never
or the roadway they cross as
safe for traflic, as when a material like cement-
e or iron is used, and the roadbed levelled
as before the installation of the culvert. Con-
crete culverts are always there, and may always
be depended upon to carry your load ; they do
not float away with floods or break through.

In replacing some of our old wooden bridges or
culverts, we have used the cylindrical cement tile
for such purposes, as produced by the manufac-
turers of these tile. These tile are very satisfac-
tory, and only slightly more prensive than wood;
while, from the standpoint of durability they are
practically everlasting.

But we now put our concrete culverts in at a
reat deal less cost, while they are just .as satis-
factory and durable as the manufactured cement
tile. We evolved the idea some time ago of build-
ing a concrete culvert where it was needed, and
have found it to prove all right. In construct-
ing a culvert now, after first getting the materials
on the ground, viz., gravel, cement, water, and
necessary lumber, we proceed to clear out the
shannel necessary, making the bottom four or five
inches lower than the ditch bottom we i
draining. The width of the channel should be
equal to the width of the concrete work we are
putting in, which will depend on the size of the
cpening we purpose leaving through our culvert.
We now place in position good stiff inch boards,
or, better, two-inch planks, across each end of the
channel to act as a mould for the concrete. This
mould extends from the bottom of the channel to
the height the ends of the culvert are to be built,
being well reinforced by stakes and braces, 8O that
the concrete can be well stamped against these
boards. We are then ready to mix our concrete
at a good strength, say, five to one, if you want
a part,iculurly strong job (ulthough we have
often thought weaker would be all right), and
with this concrete filling the bottom of our chan-
nel to a depth of four or five inches, gtamping it
down well and smoothing carefully with a steel
irowel, just as you would an ordinary floor.

We are Dow ready to place in position our
mould, which is a simple one of the length our
culvert is to be, and of such a width - that when
the two are placed together they will make an
opening the gize desired. By using narrow
boards, it may be made very small, equal to @&
gix-inch bore in tile, or, by using wider boards,
made of any gize desired, this depending on the

volume of water that is to pass through. We
place the edges of these boards together 8O as
to form an L, Or at right angles, and nail them.
To place this mould in position, we simply invert
it over the concreted bottom already made, which
will leave or form an opening through the culvert
inverted V, through which the

best, they last
in as good repair,

concret

g

water passes.
y to resume our concreting, which
can be finished without turther delay.

Having taken care that the concrete of the
bottom extends far enough on either side of the
mould to allow a thickness of wall about five
inches, we continue building from this foundation
banking it over, 8O to speak,

ess of good strong concrete,
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