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WAITING FOR CHRIST.

That which should characterize the saints is, not
merely holding the doctrine of the Lord’s coming
as that which they believe, but their souls should
be in the daily attitude of waiting, expecting, and
desiring His coming. But why? That they may
see Himself, and be with Him and like Him for
ever! Not because the world which has been so
hostile to them is going to be judged, though
God will smite the wicked. It is true there will be
mercy to those who are spared. But we have ob-
tained mercy now, and are therefore waiting for
Himself—for what He is in Himself to us, and not
because of judgment. That would not be joy to
me, though it will be to some on the earth; for
‘“in every place where the grounded staff shall
pass, which Jehovah shall lay upon him, it shall be
with tabrets and harps,” etc. (Isa. xxx. 32). This
is not our hope, but simply waiting for Himself.
The whole walk and character of a saint depends
upon this—on his waiting for the Lord. Every
one should be able to read us by this, as having
nothing to do in this world but to get through it,
and not as having any portion in it—‘ Turned to
God from idols to serve the living and true God ;
and to wait for His Son from heaven.” 1 Thes.
i. 9, 10.

What I desire to press upon you all, and myself
too, is the individual waiting for the Lord ; not as
a doctrine merely, but as a daily waiting for Him-




