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fcrcntia! trade within the Empire must lie seriously 
reckoned with by his country. Statistics given in 
The CHRONICLE of last week show that while New 
Zealand's imports from the United Kingdom de
creased about 15 |ier cent, during the first quarter 
of icjoq, those from the United States fell off 
nearly 50 |ier cent.

ary. In the decade between iSijp and the year end
ing March 31, hjoq, there was an increase of <>i |>er 
cent, in the year’s imports from Great Britain as 
compared with <>J |>er cent, in purchases from the 
United States, and aliout qf |kt cent in total buy
ings from abroad. From which it would appear 
that British trade has at any rate been holding its 
own in rate of increase during the past ten years; 
whereas in the ante-preference decade it was 
losing ground lamentably. But the year ending 
March 31, iqo<), was one of general trade de
pression, and scarcely affords a fair test of trade 
development. If the ten-year interval ending 
March 31, lqtiK, be considered, it will lie found 
that imports from Great Britain in iqnS were 1 • >4 
per cent, greater than in 181)8; while those from 
the United States had increased by only 171 |x-r 
cent, anil those from all the world over, by 178 
per cent. Which indicates that British trade did 
considéra' y more than hold its own relatively.

Relative Trade Decline Changed to Steady Growth.

Those who (Hunt to Canada's present trade re
lations with the United States as disproving the 
efficacy of tariff preference fail to size up the real 
situation. One-sided as it is, Canada’s arrange
ment with the Motherland has not been unavailing 
It must not lx* forgotten that the decade preceding 
the coining into effect of the tariff preference in 
lSi)7 had been one when imports from the United 
Kingdom actually decreased by one-third though 
those from the United States increased by one-quar 
ter, and imports in general remained about station-

CANADA’S INTERCHANGE OF flERCHANDISE WITH THE UNITED 
KINQDOfl AND THE UNITED STATES.

Showing the relative movement» of the Dominion's Imports of Merchandise lor Home Consumption, and its Exports 
ol Home Produce, during I he lineal years 1868 to 1909 inclusive.
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35,491,671
35.861,110
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39,538,067
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33,504,281 
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57,903,564 
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107,149.325 
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128,790,237 
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152,431,6211 
168,798,376 
199,289,731 
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• Up to 1906 inclusive, tie cal year reded June SOtli- t Figure* lor 1907, 1908 and 1909 are lor twelve mon the ending March list.

22,387,846
23,640,188
27,398,930
26,715,690
20,981,440
33,421,725
30.380.666 
25.613,818 
27,451.150
22.160.666
22,131,343 
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31,016,109 
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Ml,440,288 
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34,460,128
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66,567,784
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86,810,422
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85,334,806
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40,323,304
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60,089 578 
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91,628,361 
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242.603,584
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