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tlzed, but still they know nothing defi
nitely. The rite of infant baptism places 
a responsibility upon the parents of the 
child and upon the church which they 
too often fall to disch 
of our church Is all 
“ We regard all i 
baptized as pla
relation to God, and under the special 
care and supervision of the church.”— 
The Discipline, 1900, page 38. In the 
we arc right, but In practice we 
wanting. Why should not the 
the baptized child be placed upon the 
church register as a member ( though not 
necessarily a full member) ? It Is the 
only logical thing to do. In view of our 
ritual and our doctrines.

Added thoughts.—The earliest Chris
tian hymn in existence, written by Clem
ent of Alexandria in the second century, 
emphasizes the place of children In the 
public worship of the church.
839 in our Methodist Hymn Boo 
translation.

"God begins His work In children."—

as examples to others who would enter meaning any further than to say that 
His kingdom. Further, no exception must baptism Is a rite by means of which the 
be made in the case of any child. All candidate Is formally and publicly ad- 
children, whether black or white, whether mitted into the church. So far as infant 
born of Christian parents or of heathen baptism is concerned, it is a public 
parents, all alike are members of God’s acknowledgment of the fact that the child
kingdom, and shall remain as members belongs to God, and is now given a place
of His kingdom until such time as they among God's people and In His church, 

their own sinful acts put themselves Infant baptism was the universal rule of 
side of His kingdom. Children should the Christian Church for the first thou- 

not be taught that they belong to the sand years of her history. Among the 
children Christians of the early centuries his 

they are big enough to “get con- records but
verted." They are God’s now, and It Is to the prac
their privilege to always remain His, as whose obj 
many good Christian people can testify. ferent character

2. Seoond Proposition. Chili ran ore m“de™ Antl-p®dot»ptlitt. 
entitled to the privilege. o/ cftitrch mem- , Chlldr«n >»ou1d not be debarred 
her ship. Children are already members he. PrtrtHw. of the ?°pF.e

the kingdom of God. and we ought to '» «» Lord s table, and the Lord s peop e 
recognise that tact by giving them a place have a right to partake of it. This 
In the church ot God. It they belong to Includes little children. This sacrament 
God there Is no valid reason why they W he made very Impressive to little 
should not be admitted Into the church Çhildr-n. It care Is taken 0 «plate to 
of God. In the ritual lor Infant baptism “>em its meaning, they will never for- 
used by the Methodist Church it is four *el ll- True; “W «“J not be ,v 
times over stated that the child so bap- understand it all but they are certainly 
Used becomes a member of the church. »b'e to appreciate the tu.that^Christ 

prayei Is offered, " that he being died for ns which tact is commemorated 
baptised with water, may also be baptised the Lord's Supper. They may not be 
with the Holy Spirit, and received Into 
Christ’s holy church, and become a living 
member of the same and the hope is 

ressed that he may "abide through 
a faithful member of His holy 

church and finally the minister says,
" We receive this child into the congrega- 

of Christ’s flock." The teaching of 
the Church of England is about the same, 
practically the same expressions being 
used in her ritual. With this also agrees 
the teaching of *he Presbyterian Church 
concerning the relation of children to the 
church. We quote the following from 
"The Constitution of the Presbyterian 
Church of the United States of America,’ 
as amended and adopted In 1891: "All 
children born within the pale of the 
visible church are members of the church, 
are to be baptized, are under the care 
of the church, and subject to Its govern
ment and discipline; and when they have 
arrived at the years of discretion, they 
are bound to perform all the duties of 
church members.” Such Is the teachl 
of these three denominations on the r 
tlon of children to the church, and yet 
how poorly we who call ourselves Meth
odists live up to this creed. A fa 
once asked that his young son, who 
borne testimony for Christ In the 
lowship meeting, might be admitted as a 
member of the church. But the unwise 
minister replied, "Better wait till we 
hold revival meetings, and let him get 
converted.” This was said In the pres
ence of the boy, who then learned for the 
first time that he was regarded as being 

tside of the fold of Christ, and that 
must pass through some peculiar, mys- 
ous, religious experience before he 
Id be recognized as one of God’s cliil- 
n. We do not wonder that the fad 
not bear his testimony for Christ on 

the next Sunday, nor for years after
ward. He was caused to stumble, 
not Christ warn us against placing a 
stumbling block In the way of one of 
these little ones? How solemn were the 
warning words of Jesus: It were better 
for such offender If a millstone were 
hanged about his neck. How many chil
dren there are In our Methodist h 
and Methodist Sunday Schools who are 
allowed to grow up with the impression 
that they are not good enough or old 
enough to belong to the church, and that 
they necessarily belong to the devil until 
such time as they may “ get converted."
Our creed is all right, but our practice is 
faulty, 
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have beenchildren whi 
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aptlsm, but 

were of an entirely dif- 
than those urged by the
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Wes
ass of Christian workers are doing 

more for the cause of God than are the 
faithful, earnest, loving Sunday School 
teachers.

“The gates of heaven were never en
tered by one driving a coach and four; 
they are only high enough to admit a 
little child, and one like unto such a one." 
—C. H. Parkhur8t.
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able to understand it all. But who is? 
Theologians have never yet been able 
to give an altogether satisfactory exp 
tlon of the atoning death of Christ.

3. Third Proposition. The church is 
responsible for the religious training of 
all children to whom she has given the 
rite of baptism. This does not 
of course, that the church has 
slblllty to other children, 
members of the klngdoi 
so far as the baptized child Is concerned, 
the church has accepted a definite respon
sibility with reference to his religious 
culture. The church has become the god
parents of the child, and next 
parents themselves is responsible for 
child’s religious life. We have been 
rlbly neglectful In this matter. We 
not rightly interpreted or emphasize 
rite of Infant baptism. In many cases coane. 
It is little more than a form. The child A 
Is baptized, and that Is the end of It. earth 
No effort is made to keep track of 
child's religious life. In a short time 
trace of the child Is lost. His parents 
die. He grows up to manhood. The deb 
church has paid no attention to him.
He does not know whether h 
been baptize 
him that the 
ily that the
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The Lord’s Prayer
siplrlt of the Lord’s Prayer Is beau- 
Thls form of petition breathes- 

spirit—Father.
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A missionary spirit — Thy kingdom

the 
ter- 

have 
d the

ent spirit—Thy will be done on 
It Is in heaven.
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dr en are entitled to the sacrament 
baptism. We shall not here attempt 

a definition of baptism, nor discuss its
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“God, not good training, is our hope for our children.”
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