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Notice.

We will send this pojur for o ¢ nts to any
one who wil” sa seribic fon it st any tinie betwoen
now aod luv nest unti! Jaly 1ges, snd will
give bk pum owers tem Mareh, wich tae begin-
ving of the stery, “Cresiog for the Cross,”
This offer applies to those 0 whom we hive
been sending sample covies, as we'l as to oUiers
who will aceept the offcr. Now let ws have a
gocdly o’ er of suh criptions coming o right
alovgr. A lerrers with or wetieont money most
be addressed to JooBL Hughes Conard Street,
St John Nooh Bod o And all papers i ex.
change or of erwise are to be sent to the sime
adddress ard notio the How N JoURNAL,
Never address any thing to it, hot as aby e
hee anse 3 live a distance $rom the printiog
amd cannot always see matter sent there, hefore
it shouid go into the paper.

Ackrowledgement.

We wish to pratefully acknowledge a donation
of Fortv-eizht dollurs —mastly cash given ns
Tuestay evening, March 15, by the kind people
of Keutvalle, N. B, Thistogether with a heati-
ful slumler robe and cash presented o Mis F.
carlier in the winter brings the amount of dona-
tion up to about Bixty-two dollars,

B S. FREEMAN,

Centreville, N, B., March 24, 1904.

Caredian Missionary Union.
Attention has heen called to a proposed union
of the present forcign wission operations of Can-
adit Baptists, and as the movement is one of
vitad importance to the churches at home, as well
as to the missions abroad, it deserves more than'a
passing noiee, It s ariten i this way. Our

wissionaries in joint conference with those of |

Untario met recently at Coconada, among the
Telugus, and in the course of their delib-rations
carctully and earnestly considered the desirabil-
ity of closer fellowslup and cooperation. By a
uonanimons cecsion  they resolved to ask the
brethren at home also seriously to consider this
question. Their reguest seems a most reasonable
one, No one, we think, on reflection, can give
any good reason for the present divi-i n of foreign
mission interests in Canada, And a well-
grounded fear gs, that if we continne to keep two
separate boards, we shall at fength have thiee-—
auother for Manitoba and the west.

The tme certainly seems opportune for con-
sideration and action, and we look upon the
appeal of the Telugu conference as a Providential
Ctl to our ehurches to attend to this matter, and
i too withont delav.  There are many good
e cons for the step proposed, By the consolida.
tion of our present missionary o perations, east

and west, we would form a denominationad bond ¢

to hold Cavadian Baptists in nearer relationship,
And should we not be just a little nearer 1o the
brethren of the Domioon than to those of any
other lana?  This is but natural,

“Uhe unton Lo would bring a larger variety of |

missionary necds to the attention of our people
The combined stations and interests ot all our
churches m the foreign ield wonld afford aricher
und more uspiring theme for missionary meet-
ings, as also for circle and band struction, and
wou'ld undoubtedly evoke a better response in the
way of benevolence.  The larger the work we
are doing  and the more varied its character, the
wider would be the sympathies of our people,
and the more generous their support  Every
church member in Canada wonld come to feel a
common interest in a great and important under-
taking.  Presbyterians  Methodists and Episco-
paltans, have greatly profited by this arrange-
ment, being able to present all their foreign
operations to each church ard society, thus
promising ground for a well directed appeal.

EXAMPLES ELSEWHERE.

Baptists. both in Evgland and America, have
invariably adopted the amalgamation plan.  The
two former missionary societies of Great Britain
have tor s»me years teen invited in one—the
Baptist Missionary Society. The four ard a half
million church members of the United States have
but two—one for the North and one for the
South, Canadian Baptists alone, with but one
huadred thousand chuich members, have main-
tained the small divisions—the smallesc teporte?

in general missionary statistics,
Orvner Brsryrivs,

One advantage to be d_rived in forming a

Canadiaan Missionary Union would be in the
division of labor p saitle,  The work of foreign
cortespondence and supervision could very pro-
petiy be Bt to the Union, while the district
socretaries—Eastern, Central  and  Western—
wesld then be able to give almost exclusive
atintion to visiting the churches and denomina-
tonal gatherings, presenting  vegnlar appeals,
just as the sceretaries of the American Baptist
Missionany Union do in the United States,  Such
alsc i behalf of the more aumerons and
Vanied duterests of onr united missions, conld
their be made most eflectively, while all our
eanrell memberswould be aroused with the sense
of ponsiblity involved, The duties of
treasurey could be relegated te 2 regular acconnt-
sant, a lay brother of vourse, instead of diverting,
as in the past, an ord aned ministor from his
reginar vacation.  All this we think would be a
great improvement on our present plan,

Some  other matters also conld be preatly
he'p d  Abroad we could open up educational
mstittions and hospitai work, with i n efficient
stall selected from-all Canada, tuns furnishing
the hest cquipment for such service,  Inour
present divided state these things are ons of the
guestion. We are simply too weak to undertake
them,  We trust that Divine wisdom may lead
all in rightly deciding this mest important
matter,

Prayer.
Parer L

By L. B. Hartman, D, D.

Praver is coeval with the history of the human
Crace 1t s familiar to all, whether in Christian
or heathen lands,

President Walker says:  *“You may find men
twithont  morality or  affection—find deniers,
skeptics and seoffers. but none who never pray.”

Guthrie says: **Never yet did a traveler find a
people on the face of the earth who did not pray
to some being or other.”’

While praver is confessed!s the umiversal
hetitage of man, it may be said, without pre-
sumption, !'-hlnk that despite its artless sime
plicity, it is less generally understood and appre-
ciated than any other exercise of mind, or privi-
; lege.

Few men fully vealize that prayer—ithe
prayer of faith)~is one of the actual forces of
the universe—a force as actual and as real as
gravitation, electricity, growth, or will, ete,
Yach of these torces is a law unto itself, and yet
tall of than harmonize and motually work to-
cgether in a way far beyond the analysis of scie
ence, or the scope of human knowledge.

Seience and genius have utilized these laws i
the interests of humanity,  They have invented
smany  “graphs™  and  “phones’”  for  the
s recording and  transmitting  of thought and

speech, ete., but materialists have uniformly
i proudly ignored God's great cosmophone of

because *prayer can have no place in a universe
of fixed laws.”"  “They boldly tell us that since
laws are fixed and principles are immutable and
God unchangeable, prayer 1s useless and absurd,

But these sciolists forget (or perhaps never
kuew) that prayer is also one of the fixed laws of
the universe; and if one fixed law can crowd
another out of existence, the question arises,
which one shall remain? Wil they not mutually
crowd each other out and thus sink the uuiverse
| into a lawless chaos? Clearly, the charge of
absurdity falls back upon their own philosophy.

Let no one be confused by the doctri.ie that
praver can achieve specific results under the
teign of the fixed laws of an unchangeable God
His great cosmophone of prayer is as loyal to
God as is the universe itself,

“Law is a mode of action.” The actor and
the wode are distinct and not the same., No
law is self-executive; God reigns and law is His
mode of working. Now, in the presence of these
| laws men believe that special efforts achieve
specific results; they act on this with all confid
ence everywhere and always. Why then should
{ prayer be eliminated as absurd?

You plant a seed in the soil—it grows by the
| law of growth which is God's mode of action in
| this case. In the growth of that seed God now
acts where He would not have acted had you not
planted it, and moreover, He does now what He

praver and relegated it to the reslm of absurdity |

wonld not have done but for your act, Analyze
this as you may—account for it as you please,
the fact remains that here is a specific result
achiered by special effort nnder the fixed laws of
an unchiangeable God,  Prayer is wothing more
—nothing less, .

He that said, “Sow and you shall reap,’’ also
said, **Ask and von shall receive,” and that men
should act upon the former in all confidence and
hope, and ridicnle the latter as absurd and
irrational, shiows nat only error of intellect, but
betrays insineerity and dishonesty of heart.

The telephone illustrates the same—if we can
use the teleplhione tally confident that our voice
will reach the ear of a distant friend, why should
we hesitate 1o believe that through the great
| cosmophone of praver our petitions will reach the
ear of our heavenly Father? The same God is
author of hoth, a-d the mystery of one does not
exceed the mystery of the other—both are
| beyond human analysis, and the man who tells
us that the ove is rational and the other absurd
betrayvs nothing so much as the arrogant conceit
of presuming to know the unknowable, since
both are incomprehensible to man.

Prayver not only holds a place as one of the
forces in the universe, but it is the greatest and
most puissant of all.  Other laws may be classi-
fied—physical, mental, psvchical, ete., but the
law of prayer is above them all, subordinates all,
and often commands their service and obedience,
History verities the startling fact that every
kuown natural law in the universe has, at some
time or other, been cither suspended to make
way tor prayer, or compelled in some other way
to subserve its demands; hut, on the other hand,
the law of prayver has, in no instance, ever been
cither subordinated or suspended in accommoda-
tion to any known natural law,

Prayer has had the “right of way" from the
very beginning, and everything before it has been
constrained either to retreat or bow obsequious
to its sway It harnesses nature as its willing
! servant, and has behind 1t both the materiai and
" spiritual forces of the universe as the Lgis of its

power and the pledge of its supremacy, which
cour Lord has reduced to one sentence: *‘All
things whatsoever ye ask in prayer believing ye
+ shall receive,” (Matt. 21:22).  The annals of
- the past are replete with forcetul illustrations of
< these truths, of which the prayers of Moses,
. Joshua, Eljah, Daniel and others are abundant
. evidence.
The connection between prayer and power is
+ confessedly mysterious, but it is none the less
real. A thousand forces in nature are equally
mysterious, and yet they are the acknowledged
* verities of science.  Thus the soldiers of Jeru-
" salem could not tell how Peter got out of prison;
nor could the jailer at Philippi see the connec-
tion of his prisoners with the earthquake that set
them free—all because they knew not the power
of praver.

Prayer has been a power in all ages—a power
superior to all others known, and every step of
progress the church of Christ has ever made since
the beginning, has had its birth in prayer. Men

| of prayer have always besn men of power, and
true church-power has never been divorced from
| prayer,

The lives of the Apostles—of Luther, Knox,
Baxter, Spurgeon, Finney and hosts of others,
place this fact beyond all disputation. Their
power, as measured by their prayers, shook the
| world in their day, the tremor of which is felt
| even in the present hour,
| "Such prayers have in the distance far away
Aroused the slumbering ages."
| Trenton, N. /.

Ministerial Record.

Rev. A. Washburn who has resided for many
vears in St. Martins left March 22nd for Baker
City, Oregon, where some of his family had
settled. Bro. Washburn will be mnch missed by
the St. Martins clurch, which he has regularly
attended for a number of years. :

Rev. F. W. Patterson, who is a New Brun-
swicker, has resigned his charge as pastor of the
Nana St_Church, Winnipeg, to tuke up frontier
work at Prince Albert under the Home Mission
Board. Mr. Patterson is a man of fine ability
and his work in Winnipeg has been highly
appreciated by the church which he has served
with much success for the past two or three
years. -




