
THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN 7
MORE REVERENCE. THE YOUNG PEOPLE’S PRAYER 

MEETING.
THE MOUNTAINS.

T tiare has been a growing lack of 
reverence lor llie place of worship, the 
ordinance of the Church, the Word of 
Uod, that w hurtful to a painful de 
grec. The way this irreverence appears 
is largely in a multitude of trifles. That 
is a serious phase of the matter. Trifles 
though they be, 'the aggregate constitute 
a peril to society and a lmidrame to 
tlie work of the Church that is deplur 
able, The matter is worthy of the 
gravest concern. We .-ee au increase of 
laughing, and talking on secular 
themes m a vein of levity, in the Sam- 
•tuary on the Lord's Day. Though the 
eu dice is dedicated to the service of 
<iod and therefore called very naturally 
tire ‘House of Cod' It Is recklessly con 
verted into a place for worldly convex

The mountains are great preachers. 
They teach us at once our weakness 
and our strength. "The mountains bring 
peace.” Yes. as they speak of the etead 
fastness of God, whose purposes are firm 
as “the everlasting hills." But they 
bring, too awe and fear, and aonietlines 
terror and .despair, ns in telling of a 
creative power they tell also of a power 
that can destroy. It was from a mono 
tain that God gave the law. It was it 
self the symbol of majesty and author 
Hy, and never can we come into such a 
presence without a vague sense that we 
are standing before the Throne. And 
what better preacher can we find to 
teach us the lesson of man’s mortality. 
How little is the span of our earthly 
existence beside these hoary summits 
that have stood the storms of thousands 
of years! Well may we ask, what is our 
life! It is but a vapor—like one of the 
wreaths around these mountain tups— 
'that appeareth 

then vaiiishetli away.” 
like that which glides beneath us to the 
sea. In the presence of such g re 
we feel our littleness, aud sho 
quite overwhelmed by the 
iusiguifloance were it not that we can 
fall back upon Une who is greater than 
all that He has made.—Rev. Heury M. 
Field, D.D.

Sunday, September 8, 1907. God'e 
omnipresence (Pee. 139: M2).

How
faithfulness easier.

Helps to realizing God'e presence. 
What God'e presence means in our 

weakness.

God’s omnipresence makes

The rich and blessed assurance of the 
Bible from end to end la that we are 
not alone. God, who ie our Father, 
knows our need. He understands how 
lonely our hearts sometimes beoome. 
We question whether any one under
stands, whether there is any help or 
love in the great world which 
have always vvith us. Our task is too 
great for our strength, or our plans 
fail, and we feel that we ourselves are 
failures; or some great sorrow strikes us 
down, and we are left alone and dean 
late. God knows how his children feel. 
So He assures them by His Word ^hat 
He is near. He would have us under 
stand from all nature that He is near. 
He would have us realize that the very 
hinging of our hearts for Him is itself 
His reation, the quickening of a hunger 
in us which He quickens, in order that 
we may see that He Is already there 
in our hearts with bread and love.

One of the purposes of Christ’s 
coming was to show men that God ie 
always with them, and io give us an 
example of a life among men lived with 
God, and in the joy and strength of 
His companionship. God came near in 
Christ that we might know how near 
He always is, and that thenceforth even 
the most desolate heart might know 
that It was not left comfortless or an 
orphan, hut that God would be in it and 
go with it everywhere. The Saviour was 
Immanuel. God had visited His people 
to convince them that he was always 
near and everywhere 

There is no hard duty or distant place 
where God is not. We 

can go into the most difficult and un 
pleasant task vvith the confidence that 
lie is in them with us, and will not 
let us fail. We can go of! into the most 
distant place or the darkest room and 
know that He is there 
of Africa we shall ba with Him. "Any

we can
Nation, the theatre for having a 
good time in a vein of shook 
ing hilarity. The preaching of the 
Word, one of the most solemn and fear 
ful of performances for preacher and 
hearer in which a man can engage is 
he and as Uatlaesly and criticised as 
freely as a lecture on some worldly 
subject with purely worldly aims. The 
fact that the minister is a mere mouth 
piece through which God is speaking 
to all is disregarded. Although the 
Word sent is to prove to be either help 
ful or hurtful, either a savor of death 
unto death or of life unto life, me 
cording to the way h is respected and 
received, it is heard and talked about 
with the abandon we see among the 
auditors of the ordinary 
gain. The ‘Word’ of God itself more 
and.more holds a degraded place. It

thief,
youngster, the debased newspaper sorib 
hier quotes It without shame or fear, 
and in the most Irreverent manner. In 
the tent meetings, in the churches, 
among a semblies of 
workers, we are met 
levity, laugh.er, while 
pounding the Word and working for 
Christ’s Kingdom. All of this and more 
is current and highly reprehensible. The 
effects of it upon all but especially up
on the younger people are very injur 
ious. They are not affected as they 
should lie by the Word, the Sunday 
school, the Sanctuary. Even the minis
ter of the Gospel is degraded in thought 
and his office and he are alike shorn 
of the sanctity and influence they 
held. Preachers, teachers, speaker 
leaders, arc largely responsible for 
baneful phenomenon. Th 
the pulpit or upon the platform on the 
Holy Scriptures does incalculable in 
Jury by joking, levity and vulgar wit, 
and deserves to be loathed.

for a little time and 
It is a stream

eatness,

sense of utter

The movement for Sabbath rest is 
gaiumg in popular support. Men of all 
classes am in it; there are no deuom 
inational or sectarian lines; there are 
no party boundaries The appeal is 
made to all employers of labor to give 
their men the day of rest which belongs 
to them. In this the highest interests 
u* both parties are involved. The 
•nan who rests on tire Sabbath is 
a better man for the remain 
der of the week. Workiug men are bet 
ter in every way for a day at home ami 
in the church. A machine requires 
rest ; much more does a man. Ever 
lieuding to toil, the man in the mill, 
the woman in the shop, is wasting vital 
strength, and at an early age ceases to 
lie able to render normal service. The 
Sabbath is necessary for man's higher 
nature, ajid without it there is a steady 
and unceasing lowering of the moral 
standard.

lecturer for

ited for all sorts of purposes. The 
, the flippantthe demagogue

young Christian 
with cheap wit, 

professed l,y
or heavy sorrow

In the heart

where with Jeeus," as the hymn truly 
assures us, " w e can safely go." And no 
little child need be afraid of the dark.sr<,

the There, as in the light, God ia; and our 
sorrows are the unique opportunities of 
Ilia love. Then Christ’s pitying heart 
is closer to us than we know—closer to

ANTICIPATING THE GOOD.
e talker in

"Janet Bliss ia the queerest girl!” 
of Janet’s schoolmates declared.

"Everybody knows that her people are 
as poor as poverty, and there isn’t one 
chance in a thousand that she will ever 
lie able to go abroad, yet she studies up 
about things—pictures and cathedral», 
and historic places—aa though she ex 
peeled to go tomorrow. She says there's 
no knowing what may happen; and any 
wa« if she doesn't go, there's no reason 
why she shouldn’t know as much as 
people who do. Isn’t it funny 
all that trouble for nothing!"

us than our sorrow.
Pantheism is the view «if the world 

which identifies God with the universe. 
It is the effort to reach a great truth, 
but it is an effort which loses God in 
the struggle to find Him. In our re
action from such a view, which con 
fuses God with what God has made and 
with the world, through which God ex 

Himself, we must not lose the

THY WILL BE DONE.

By the Late Hun. John Hay.

Not in dumb resignation we lift our 
hands on high;

Not like the uervele..» fatalist, content 
to do and die.

Our faith springs like the eagle's, who 
soars to meet the sun,

Ami crie» exulting unto Thee. "O Lord, 
Thy will be done!”

presses -----
precious truth that God is indeed in 
the world, though the world Is not God. 
And all the world should speak to us of 
Him, and enable us to enter Into the 
holy enjoyment and love of Him Who 
made it for us.

But the Janets—bless their brave 
hearts are not "taking trouble for no
thing;’’ for in the first place the very 
determination and perseverance iuvolv 
ed are the beet kind of fortune for a 
girl to possess. Moreover, one who 
watches life long will discover after a 
while that things are very apt to "hap 
pen" to the people who are ready for 
them, and oertainlv only those who are 
ready can 
uities when they come.

suppose Janet never does go 
study and hope are no less

When tyrant feet are trampling upon 
the common weal,

Thou dost not bid u» head and writhe 
iieneath the iron heel.

In Thy name we claim our right by 
sword or tongue or pen.

And even the headsman’s axe may flash 
Thy message unto men.

Daily Readings for Preceding Week.

gSSR.r than all (1 Kings 8:M<>n - God

Tnes.-Mnker ^of n\\ flea. . «»• L2V  ̂
Tlmra “In " lllm we live" ‘Acte 17:win the most from opportu

22-28).
Frl —"In the midst 

18. 2fl>.
flat.—Ever present (Matt. 28: 19, 20).

of them” fMatt. 18:
But even 

abroad, her 
valuable, since she ie training herself 
to see and enjoy everything that comes 
her way. To stay at home, with a spirit 
quick to beauty and honor and all high 
things, is far better fortune than the 
most splendid trip abroad with half 
seeing eves and a half trained heart.— 
Forward.

Thy will! It hid» the weak be strong;
it bids the strong be just;

No lips u> fawn, no hand to lieg, no 
brow to seek the dust.

Whenever man oppresses man beneath 
the liberal sun,

O Lord, lie there! Thine arm make bare. 
Thy righteous will be done.

Reliirion i.s a constant struggle toward 
God. The shrines along the road mark 
the success of the struggle.

Praver is a comfort. It helps a re 
ligion t'» realize Its own aspirations.


