10 INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF WOMEN.

A group of people who live in a neighbourhood, bringing into
it and developing out of it conditions of life forms the true nucleus
of the ideal Settlement.

Miss Addams then went on to say that she should speak more
especially of the work of Hull House, because she knew its work
and its results more fully than those of any other Settlement.
American Settlements have to face the peculiar conditions of a
conglomerate neighbourhood. Over thirty distinct nationalities are
represented by the people living in the immediate neighbourhood
of Hull House; and these must be interpreted to the community
and to one another.

The children of these people must not be allowed to take on a
superficial Americanism and feel contempt for their foreign-born
parents. Hull House workers strive not to separate parents and
children. Partly to conserve this end and to preserve the filial
feeling of the children, as well as to encourage and develop the best
that is in the parents, a Labour Museum has been established at
Hull House, to which women of all nationalities who dye, weave,
spin, ete., contribute the products of their handiwork. It is hoped
that thus the children may be made to understand that the parents
have valuable assets in their hitherto unappreciated old-country
hand industries. The child’s pride in its parents is fostered, and
charm and background are added to its conception of its mother.

Working towards the same, as well as other good ends is a
Musice School, which has also been established at Hull House. Here
the children are tanght to compose as soon as to learn to read
music. They learn to record beautiful themes heard in church or
synagogue, as well as the haunting meclodies of the old unwritten
folk-songs of the fatherland of their parents.

Another very important section of work at Hull House is
found in the relation maintained between it and the factory girls
of the community. The Scttiement workers follow the girl from
the factory to the home of her old-world father, who keeps her in
the house every evening for fear of harm coming to her on the
streeis. She has no opportunity for fun in her life, and this kills
the natural joy of life for the hard-worked factory girl.

It is onc of the great American experiments this gathering in
our factories of these hordes of young girls who have never before
known any real freedom from surveiilance, who have never even
gone nnattended on the streets in the old countries, and who have
never before known the intoxicating sense of liberty and power
that comes to the wage-carner who knows himself or herself eco-
nomically independent.

Hull House Woman’s Club is another important factor in the
work of the Settlement. It serves to relate the women of the neigh-
bourhood to the needs of the district and of the larger community.
For instance, the underlying causes of the neighbourhood death-
rate, which was tremendous, were studied by some of these women,
who were appointed to investigate the conditions around Hull
House.




