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1 nn wifdom oP God is conrpicuoufly dlfplayed, in the
alapiarion of our moral powers and capacities^ to the re-
lations which we are called to fulbin. In the moral
conrtitution of man, a foundation is laid for all the diver-
fified duties and enjoyments which the focial union necef-
faiily involves. Were he deflined to be a folitary animal,
fhunning by inllinaive influence the haunts of his fellow
creatures, and broodin|^ over his own lorrows, without a
friend to alleviate their preflure, we might expect that
his oriolnal coniiitutjon would accord with his a^ual
dcfiiny.
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But " man was born in fociety, and there he
remains."* In whatever degrees of civilization human
beings are found \o exifl, they are ever obl'erved to afifji-

ciate. An invisible, but powerful Hnk, conne61s i? vi
with mind, and man with tnan. Indeed, it is as obviovs
as any thing of the kind can be, that had not this beei>
the cafe in every age and country, the fpecies mull long
ago have ceafed to exiU. Viewing, then, the fad as it ij
that man does a6\ually exift in a focial Hate—it is intereft-
ing and pleafing to mark the wife arrangement which has
accommodated bis native rapacities to his aflual condi-
tion. Whence the parental and filial aflfeaions which
expand the foul with an ardour and energy inextinguiftia-
ble ? Whence the hi^h emotions of dpHahf wifh whiVK
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