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If time permitted, this subject miglit be enlarged upon, botli
for instructioa and odincation, but we must iiasteii to the appli-
cation.

And what can I say ? Wiiat need I say ? Your eyes beliohl,
a deed lias been done, brethren, at onr very doors, before ourcyt^s,
at the bare hearinj,' of which, the iieart ui every ( "Inisiian man
and woman must sink within tlicm ; a deed (llie si<rht of wiiich
in tlie hour of mi(hiiir|it darkness, was terrific and appalMng be-
yond description, whicL none can fully imafrine but ihose^wlio
helield tiiat devourin-,' Ikinie which completely filled those conse-
crated walls, who saw those naked beams, and watched that
tower whole and unscorched, slowly and solemly inclining-, and
sealing through the rafters into the furnace kindled for Us re-
ception by the sacralegious hand of man. Truly it fell as if it

were saying to its destroyer, who might have been still within
sight of it, " look at me, behold me falling, and let it never be
effaced from your vision, let it descend with you to your grave,
and rise with you to judgement." A deed has ban done, what
shall we call it? Against whom has tlu; on'encebeen committed'
Against the living Goo ? the Creator and ruler of the heavens and
the earth, the witness of all deeds open and secret, against llim
the arm has been uplifted, against the majesty and sirenglh of
heaven the attack has been made ! The Goo whom Christians
worship has been insulted and |;rofaned. And O awful conside-
ration, at the thought of which the Christian's heart must trem-
ble, has that daring, that profane and depraved beiuir, who either
committed, or was accessrry to that act, ever mocked the Goi>
of heaven by joining in worship within the walls of that sanc-
tuary, or by kneeling in adoration to the " searcher of hearts ;"

has the assembly of Christians ever been polluted hv that wretch-
ed man? and, O thought still more fearful and alarming, is he
anions ns ? Is that hardened man who neither fears Gon, or
regards man now composing a part of this cringregation." If
he is within the sound of my voice, surely he must possess the
spirit of a fiend, else his blood must chill in his veins. O Gorj
forbid, my Christian hearers, that ourselves, our families and our
beloved sanctuary should have ever been within the influence of
such a pestilence.

Against whom next in order has this deed of darkness been
committed

; against the ministers—messengers of the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Ch hist, who expressly declares that our con-
duct towards them is viewed in the same light as if towards
himself; this act has been committed against us all personally,
against our children, against the cause of religion, truth and god-
liness, against the peace and welfare of society, in a word, against


