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mon law be called as a witness without the consent of that 
person.

5. The failure of the person charged, or of the wife or hus
band of such person, to testify, shall not be made the subject 
of comment by the judge, or by counsel for the prosecution. 
0 E. VIL, c. 10, s. 1.

5. No witness shall he excused from answering any question 
upon the ground that the answer to such question may tend to 
criminate him, or may tend to establish his liability to a civil 
proceeding at the instance of the Crown or of any person.

2. If with respect to any question a witness objects to 
answer upon the ground that his answer may tend to criminate 
him, or may tend to establish his liability to a civil proceeding 
at the instance of the Crown or of any person, and if hut for 
this Act, or the act of anv provincial legislature, the witness 
would therefore have been excused from answering such ques
tion. then although the witness is by reason of this Act, or by 
reason of such provincial act, compelled to answer, the answer 
so given shall not he used or receivable in evidence against, him 
in any criminal trial, or other criminal proceeding against him 
thereafter taking place, other than a prosecution for perjury in 
the giving of such evidence. Cl V., c. 53, s. 1 ; 1 E. VII., 
c. 30, s. 1.

6. A witness who is unable to speak, may give his evidence 
in anv other manner in which he can make it intelligible. 
50 V.; c. 31, s. 0.

7. Where, in any trial or other proceeding, criminal or civil, 
it is intended by the prosecution or the defence, or by any 
party, to examine as witnesses professional or other experts 
entitled according to the laxv or practice to give opinion 
evidence, not more than five of such witnesses may be called 
upon either side without the leave of the court or judge or per
son presiding.

2. Such leave shall be applied for before the examination of 
any of the experts who may be examined without such leave. 
2 È. VTI., c. 9, s. 1.

8. Comparison of a disputed writing with any writing 
proved to the satisfaction of the court to l>e genuine shall be 
j»ermitted to be made by witnesses; and such writings, and the 
evidence of witnesses respecting the same, maybe submitted to 
the court and jury as evidence of the genuineness or otherwise 
of the writing in dispute. 55-50 V., c. 29, s. 098.

9. A party producing a witness shall not bo allowed to 
impeach his credit by general evidence of had character, but 
if the witness, in the opinion of the court, proves adverse, such
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