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After years of prosperity and wastefulness ciir coiiniry became ar(JU!-i(l

—and even tlien only partially—to the necessity for conseivation of its re-

sources. Then Conservation Coinuiissions were appointed and the country

settled hack to the customary attitude of complacency that th< siibject

had been recogiii/.ed and settled. They were material lu^ds that moved

our people to this considei-alion, and these seeni to he the only imiielUng

force.s which can move governnienls. It is let privati' indiviiliials to

conserve and make available and useful the res uces of our country

which make for enjoyment, happiness and larger education. In Torontc

this is especially true, and perhaps oui' of the most noteworthy illusua-

tions is the Collection of Historical I'ictures (now :!..")(i(l in nuinbei'i which

show the evolution of our Dominion. These, presented b}' Mr. .1. Hots

Robertson to the people of Canada through the I'ublic r.,it)rary Hoard of

Toronto, have awakened interest in the early history of our country and

given genuine pleasure to thousands of i)eople. It is now nearly five

years since this Histori^'al Collection was opened, and during tb • rime

it has been visited by ov^r ."pii.iidii |)eople.

The interest shown by the boys and girls in this historical work was

so pleasiig to Mr. Robertson that when lie had the oppcutuniiy of pur-

chasing a wondi^rful Collection of Illustrations of I" irly liird Mi'e of our

Province lie undertook it. partly on account ol its historical interest, which

is ever presiMit in his mind, and partly because he believed that a sympa-

thetic ac<iuai!itance with birds ind their habits would interest boys and

girls and had to the preservation of this interesting and beautiful na/t of

our life, which has been too often injured and soniet lines entirely destro\ed

by a thoughtless and even cruel mankind. We cannot do much with adults,

but we can develop in boys and girls a sympathetic attitude towards the

birds, and in no way better than wiili an historical background.

This is. therefore, a decided step to\' irds the Consei-vatioii of th> Bird

Life of our Province, and it is intend' to be a nuch'us of a Provincial

Ornithological Collection housed in the great public building which is the

community centr> as far as there can he such a thing in a large city.
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