
SAINT URSULA 5

Then Ursula stopped speaking, and the ambas-
sadors bowed low before her beauty and wisdom and
went to take her answer to their king.

Now Ursula did not make these conditions with-
out a purpose, for in her heart she thought that
surely the prince would not agree to sucli demands,
and she would still be free. But even if he did all

that she had asked, it would surely fulfil the purpose
of her dream, and she would save these eleven
thousand maidens and teach them to serve and
honour God.

Ere long the ambassadors arrived safely in Eng-
land, and went to report their mission to the king.
Thty could not say enough about the perfections of
this wonderful princess of Brittany. She was as
fair and straight as a lily, her rippling hair was
golden as the sunshine, and her eyes like shining
stars. The pearls that decked her bodice were not
as fair as the whiteness of her throat, and her walk
and every gesture was so full of grace that it clearly
showed she was born to be a queen. And if the
outside was so fair, words failed them when they
would describe her wisdom and learning, her good
deeds and kind actions.

The king, as he listened to his nobles, felt that
no conditions could be too hard that would secure
such a princess for his son, and as for the prince
himself his only desire was to have her wishes
fulfilled as quickly as possible, so tliat he might
set sail for Brittany and see with his own eyes
this beautiful princess who had promised to be his
bride.
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