
that I had not Hiithority for HHying what I did conrcminK hw inw-

Btatfiuent of $4l,()00,()UU, I pn)|Kmf to rend pnrt of the Art
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'll I)f tllp divUiiJexprewiidn 'ciwt of poiintruption, in the cat"

hImII mean bnd include all the c -it of miitiTi»l, xupplies, wrkc'*. HPryioeJi and tmns-
portatiim reiiuiroil for, or t-nterinR intc the <'onitruption of t\w Haid I'a^trrn div'-

ition, and all expendituru for rigiit of way and othiT latids n-iiuiriMl for the }i .-

post-") of the railway and for tcnnlnftl facilitii-t, aci-oinniiwlation works and dr.nw^>«

and compenwition for injurifft to \t\wU and for accidcntt md «.«iialt if"
.
post of

rnnineerinn, maintenanpp, ropain and n-nlapenicnt of wcrkn and matt'nal durini

construotion, and superintpndpnce, l>ooK-kfppiiiK, Icur.l •^xpensos, and, nimer-

ally, costa and pxpenju^s 'tccasionud l>y the ponstriu-tion of the said divisi.in,

whpther of thp same kin<l as, cr diffprnjr in kinil from, thp i'lass<'s of pxp«>nditure

iip<Tially inentioniMl, includinn interi . u[ ui tiui inonev exp«'nd<d; the interest

upon such outlay in each year shall Imj rttpitali»*<l at the end of nuch year, and
interest charKt^l tliereon at thn-*? |H-r cent fwr aiuuint ur.til the completion of

the work and until the lessees enter into pos-sersion under the terms of the said

lease.

Only to thi' ItfRlnninR of the rtnvpn-.votir tcr.n, and not iv day

aftor; hut my lion, friend countpd the seven yeai-s, in detiance of the

atatiites. Let tne read section lit) of chapter 7 1

:

"Vhen pomplotwl the R«id eastern tli vision shall l>e htasefl to, and operated by,

the company for the period of fifty ycuni, at an ntal, payable as follow.s, namely:

—

For the first seven years of the said term t'- company ithall operate the same,

subject only to payinent of ' working exf)enaiture' as defined in paragraph four-

teen of this aureement; for the next succeeding forty-three years the company
shall pay annually to 'he (Government, by way of rental, a sum erpial to three

per centum per aiinum upon the cost of construction of the said division, ascer-

tained in the manner define<l in paragraptui fifteen and sixteen of this i (?re«!ment.

Tiie balance of the section refers to the first three ye irs. I

think I have made it clear to my hon. frien<l that he has made a

momentous blunder.

To the cost of construction is added the interest on the cost

during the time of const.ruction. My hon. friend has estimated that

to complete the road will cost $161,0(X),000. Add to that interest

for the time luriag construction, which will, he estimates, bring the

amount to $181,000,000. That is the lunount on which the Grand
Trunk Pacifi • nuist pay a rental at 3 per cent after the expiration of

the seven years.

People Approved Increased Oost

I think it is in my favour. This road haa been largely con-

structed, ai.d it has cost a lot more money than was first estimated.

But let me pomt out that, in 1908 practically every pessimistic figure

that has been given to the House to-day was given to the peoole on

the platform. In 1908, as Minister of Railways and Canals, i told

the people what approximately this road would cost, and I did not

adhere to the former estimate. It was discussed on every platform

where I was, and the people of Canada, knowin,< what it would cost,

said : Complete the road to the standard to whichwe told you to com-

plete it in 1904. All i this readii-S by my hon. friend of the

campaign lit«rature of 1%8 was cured in 1908 by the votes of the

people of Cana ia then knowing w' at the road would cost.

General Oharact nstics of Report
Now I come to the question which I vnsh to discuss, that is,

the so-called report of the commissioners appointed by the Govera-

6


