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turn undertook to make certain grants of land and money
to the Dominion Government in trust to aid that policy of
railway construction, The agreement set forth specif-
ically what the Province of British Columbia was to do.
That was accepted and the grants of land agreed to be
made were made -- in fact, made in & very liberal and
very generous way. Shortly, we say that to add to those
obligations & further hurden in the form of an excessive
railway toll is to add something to the agreement which,
in a strict interpretation of the agreement, is a viola-
tion of its terms, and certainly a violation of the in-
tenvion of the agreement as far as 3Iritish Columhie un-
derstood 4t at that tine.

There are, it is true, three general rate scales in
the Dominion at the present time. There is the Iastern
rate scale, vhich 2pplies generally betveen Fort wWilliam
end the a-lantic. There is the prairie rate scale, which
avplies penerally between Mort VVilliam anc Cannore, which .
is some sixtve-seven miles west of Calgery on the main line
of the Canadian Paeific, and Edson on the main line of the
Canedian llorthern railvay, some one hundred and fifty odd
miles west of Edmonton. T'ien, there is the Pacific
scale, or vhat is commohly termed the mountain scale,
vhich anplies to 211 traffic moving in the province of
3ritish Columbia and to all traffic moving interprovin-
cially from the Province of British Columbdia from or to
the prairie provinces, The mountain scale of rates is
higher thaft the prairie scale by from fifteen to one
hundred and fifty per cent. The prairie scale is,
generally speaking, from tean to thirty per cent higher
than the eastern scale, Whatever may be ithe justifica-
tion for the contention that railways are comgelled by
water competition in eastern Canada to set a lower rate,
we submit that under a proper interyretation of the terms
of union we are entitled to at least the same rates that
obtain in the other parts of western Caneda, It is in
connection vith the constitutional features that Premier
Oliver is goingz to sveak to you to-day; and that will be
without any prejudice to our right to a further hearing
should the Covernment not be convinced after hearing lir.
Oliver that they should immediately intervene,

I may say that these submissions vere hefore the
30ard of Reilway Cormissioners in 1010 and 1922 <- subhe
missions that ve have a right to consideration under the
terns of union; suhmissions that as & matter of treaty
we had 2 right to consideration. The answer of the 3oard
of Reilvay Cormmissioners, rerorted in volume 8 of Cana-
¢ian Nailvay Cases, page 346 in 1010, was 10 the effect
that 1f there wae an agreement upon vhich we have any
clain as against the Canadian Pacific Railwvay it was an
agreement maede hetveen the Capadian Pacific Reilway Come
rany and vhe Dominion Government, and it was only the
Dominion Government that could intervene so far as the
securing of any redress was concerned, That decision
vas followed in 1922 - and it is referred to in the
vetition that you have before you -- by an order of the
rrésent 3ozrd of Railway Commissioners. S0 that we are
helore you to-day not only as appellants from the order
of the Joard of Railway Commissioners; lir. Oliver is
hera 10 place heiore yvou the reasons vhy, following the
dirvections received from the Board of Railvay Commissione
ers, vou should as a jominion Government intervene at
this tinme to »rotect us in the matter of an agreement
which v'e have 'i.h rou.
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