Community worker optimistic

planned to settle in Toronto and
make the city their home, 65 per
cent of the people said ‘yes’.
Another 25 per cent said ‘no’, and

10 per cent were notsure whether -

they wanted to stay or not.

Family stability might appear to
be a problem but the Centre
received names for the interview-
ees from agencies, so it is not a
scientific survey. But of the 181
families, 111 had a single parent.

When asked ‘where does your
family income come from?’, 82
families said social assistance
(welfare or mother’s allowance),
75 families said both social
assistance and employment, 6
families said employment
insurance and 2 families said
student allowance and employ-
ment. So there seems to be an
equal reliance on income from
employment and social assistance
and other forms of support.

One major finding of the survey
is the families’ concerns in
ensuring that their children
receive all the educational, health
and support programs needed to
make sure they are not handicap-
ped later in life.

Native leaders have tried to
ensure that their children growing
up in the city will be able to possess
the skills needed to survive in the
white man’s world, but also not to
forget they are a distinct people—
Native Canadians. Many natives
send their children to a public
school called Wandering Spirit
Survival School, part of the

Toronto Board of Education. The
children are taught the same
curriculum as any other public
school, but they also learn about
their culture, their language and
what it means being Indian.
Trying to teach children what it
means to be a Native in the city
could be most difficult. When |
asked Natives what it meant to bea
Native in Toronto, they could not

Separation,
assimilation,
or
integration?

really answer the question. What
they didsayisthatthe urban Native
isinthe process of defining himself
as he becomes a part of the urban
scene.

Ashkewe said the Native in
Toronto is not sure of himself in
this environment that attracts him
from his reserve, whether for jobs
or simply to see the bright lights.

“The Native has three choices
before him,” said Ashkewe.
‘“Separation, assimilation or
integration.’”’ Natives can
completely separate from the
white man, they can totally
assimilate and become a white
man with red skin or they can learn
tointegrate themselves, taking the
best from the white man in

learning to survive in an urban
environment while still keeping
the best of being Indian.

Holota said he is optimistic
about the Native’s future in the
city. Already he sees the
community developing and
strengthening it economic and
political power and pushing for
the Native’s fair shake in the city.
Once Natives learn self-
sufficiency, they will kick the
drinking habit and the sad, tragic
stories of death that periodically
come from Kenora will disappear.

“Sure, I'm optimistic. There’s no
point in what I’'m doing if I'm a
pessimist,” said Holota.

Ashkewe also sees a lot of
reasons for being optimistic about
the Native’s future in the city.
While interviewing Ashkewe in his
office, he received continuous
telephone calls from other Native
employment counsellors. They
established a new program for
Natives where they would be
taken right into the workplace and
learn the requirements of the job
and then receive pre-training in
that occupation.

He had lined up a number of
unemployed Natives to take the
program to help them find
employment. Unfortunately for
the program, these unemployed
Natives found other jobs for nine,
seven and six dollars an hour while
they were waiting to take the
program.

As | left Mr. Ashkewe, he was
running around with a smile on his
face, trying to find other Natives to
fill the program.

PICKFAIR SEAFOOD RESTAURANT
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

YOUR HOSTS — STEVE & TOM FORMERLY OF BENTLEY'S
FRESH FISH & SEAFOOD DAILY

180 STEELES AVE. W.

(JUST W. OF YONGE)
STEELES SQUARE PLAZA

881-3771

OPEN DAILY 11:30 A.M. TO 10 P.M:
SUNDAY & HOLIDAYS 4 TO 10 P.M.

Jewish Student Federation wishes everyone a

HAPPY HANUKA

Hanuka Parties

—Thursday evening at 9 p.m. in Winters Re
—Saturday at 9 p.m.

at 49 Shelborne Ave.

s.(1stfloorlounge)

Hanuka candles lit daily in JSF (CS 140B) starting 5 p.m.
' For information call 667-3647
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MATCHBOX TOYS
Pre-Xmas Toy Clearance

90% OFF!!
LESNEY INC.

60 BAYWOOD ROAD
REXDALE, ONTARIO - M9V 373
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® MATCHBOX DIECAST CARS
® VOGUE DOLLS

® LIVE-N-LEARN

® MODEL KITS

“

— OPEN —

Thursday, December 4 — Friday, December 5

Saturday, December 6

Thursday, December 11 — Friday, December 12

Saturday, December13

“

60 BAYWOOD ROAD, REXDALE, ONTARIO
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500pm —800pm
1000am —3400pm

500pm —3800pm
1000am —400pm

1877 Jane St.
Waeston
South of Hy. 401
242-3232

922 St. Clair Ave. W.
East of Oakwood
656-9093

WE CAN HELP YOU,—&
PREPARE FOR:

EDUCATIONAL CENTER

OF TORONTO LTD.
The test preparation
specialist since 1938

COME
VISIT
OUR
CENTER

Call Days, Eves & Weekends

967-4733

720 Spadina Ave. Suite 410
Toronto, Ont. M5S 2T9

Other Centers In More Than
80 Major U.S. Cities & Abroad

(Off Highway 27 North of Albion) .
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