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Not just the song and dance
BY TANIA TREPANIER

“Anyone here from Jamaica!’’ 
Insert cheers. "Anyone here from 
Barbados!" Insert cheers. “Anyone 
here from Bermuda!” Insert more 
cheers. This was how Caribanza 
1997 began.

The annual Caribbean event is 
put on by the Saint Mary’s, Dal- 
housie and Mount St. Vincent 
Caribbean Societies and the Ber­
muda Triangle Association. The 
theme for this year’s evening was 
“Colour, Splendour, and Rhythms 
of Our People”. And indeed, the 
evening consisted of a colorful 
display of clothing, food, and the 
sounds of reggae, rap and calypso.

What was refreshing about this 
Caribanza was that added to the 
“food, fashion and fancy foot­
work" was the presence of both 
political and spiritual messages. 
The tributes to Jamaican labour 
leader, trade unionist and former 
Prime Minister, Michael Manley, 
and Guyanan President and 
leader of the People’s Progressive 
Party, Cheddi Jagen, were a clear 
indication that pride in culture 
and place was not being reduced 
to song and dance.

After the wonderful meal, the 
entertainment began. A number 
of poems were performed which 
were both entertaining and inter­
esting. Lorraine Ferguson’s read­
ing of “If me did know" was well 
read and made reference to the 
bloodshed during the 1980 elec­
tions in Jamaica.

The fashion show, put on by 
the Bermudan students, was well

choreographed and fun to watch. 
It would be accurate to say that 
the entire evening was a fashion 
show of sorts. Members of the 
audience, comprised of young 
people from the Caribbean who 
study in Halifax during the school 
year, were dressed to the nines: 
gorgeous evening dresses, tiny 
summer dresses, stylish suits and 
everything in between.

The acts were interspersed 
with performances by a witch 
doctor character, complete with 
a skull, rubber chicken and flute. 
In addition, John Burnett de­
lighted the audience with a lovely 
flute recital of “Annie’s Song".

Perhaps the show could have 
been strengthened by representing 
even more of the cultural and ra­
cial diversity of the Caribbean.

Christianity and African heritage 
and history form common ground 
for remembrance and celebration 
of many Caribbean people’s expe­
riences. But the Caribbean is also 
enriched by other religions such 
as Hinduism, and other groups 
including South Asians, Chinese, 
and people of mixed heritage.

Of course, no Caribbean event 
is complete without dancing, 
bumping and grinding. The dance 
performances were good, with 
funky hip hop, a masquerade 
dance performed to traditional 
music from St. Lucia and Domi­
nica, and the hilarious “grass skirt 
posse” which led right into danc­
ing for everyone as soon as tables 
were cleared.
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future travel*
. from VIA Rail

PLUS, students 
save 40% on any 

economy seat, anywhere, 
any time. It’s easier ^ 
tixan ever. ^

The ISIC, the One and 
only card you need.40% In addition to 40% off any VIA Ran 

economy seat, your ISIC can save you 

hundreds of dollars on' accommodation, 

admissions to museums and cultural attractions, 

_ international airfares and a whole host of

other valuable products and services 

across Canada and around the world.
No hassles, no advance 

purchase requirements, 

no blackout periods. 
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Drop by the ISIC issuing agent nearest 
you to find odt more. Don’t forget to tyring 
your proof of full-time student status.9 <
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the student travel expertsV'j

Dalhousie University
Student Union Building
6136 University Avenue — 494-2054
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dür MM® VIA Rail
1161 Hollis St. 
429-8421

the train today!

’ Purchase your ISIC and get a voucher worth up to B16 off your next VIA Rail ticket. The voucher has no cash value and is applicable against any one student ticket purchase This is a 
limited-time offer which may be discontinued at any time. Certain restrictions may apply. Contact VIA Rail or your local Travel CUTS/Voyages Campus for complete details.
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RETRO NIGHT EVERY WEDNESDAY

B I R D L AN D ON-LINE:
http://www.textureweb-ns.ca/birdland

• OPEN ‘TIL 3:30 AM EVERY NIGHT • 
2021 Brunswick St. at Cogswell • 425-0889

Friday-Saturday April 4th-5th

SKYDIGGERS
& ART BERGMAN^^^B$9 ADVANCE 

$11 AT DOOR
AVAILABLE AT: BISCUIT-PARKLANE • BLOWERS'S ST. PAPERCHASE • 0ISCH0R0 • ROW SCOTIA SO. • BIRDLAND

Saturday March 29th

rHRUSTER +THE THURSDAY TOADS $4

Friday March 28th ££0£fg GOOD FRIDAY

Thursday March 27th

COOL BLUE HALO & miesis
+SHINE FACTORY RECORD RELEASE PARTY

Monday March 24th
THE ACADEMY AWARDS low budget Gam
SEE THE AWARDS ON THE BIG SCREEN AND THEN DANCE TO

JOHNNY FAVOURITE and THE SWING KINGS

Saturday March 22nd Benefit for the Dalhousie Co-operative School

AN EVENING OF LAUGHS AND MUSIC 
MARY WALSH, JEST IN TIME and FRIENDS 8-12pm 
JOHNNY FAVOURITE & THE SWING KINGS 1 2-2/w S' £ 5

Friday March 21st
with MIR $8 
& JULIA'S RAINTHE KILLJOYS

Thursday March 20th

SMILEY + CHRIS COLEPAUGH 
& THE COSMIC CREW $4

CABARET


