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Greening garbage in pretty blue bags

Yesterday | walked along my
usual route to school, under the
crooked towering Larch trees of
Larch St., tuming up to walk be-
neath the dark bent branches of
Lilac St., then to Coburg Rd. to
findanentrance to Dalhousie cam-
pus.

It was a splendid day. A warm
west coast day—wet mind you, but
if it means [ don't have to shiver
and chatter my way to school then
I'll take a little rain any day. I
prefer to walk with a thoughtful
pace, a leisurely gait which permits
a smidgen of contemplation and a
wide range of observation.

It'sdifficult to be at all reflective
when the biting arctic winds freeze
dry the nerves in your nose and you
are constantly checking to see if
your olfactory organ is in place and
has not fallen to the permafrost to
be carried away by weasels crazed
with hunger.

So this day allowed a pleasant
pace, time to stroll along, time to
stop and smell...the...well...the
pretty blue bags of recyclable bot-
tles and cans...

There were dozens of theses tidy
sacs along my usual route to school
put out with the regular refuse—
usually at a conservative ratio of
one blue to three of either green,
black, orange, or brown. It is quite
easy to tell the difference between
the recyclable stuff and the stuff
destined to be converted into ski
hills or curiosities for young beach-
combers.

This is because the recyclable
stuff is tucked proudly within a
transparent bag for all to see while
the...ahem... notsorecyclable stuff
ishidden behind solid colours from
all except our most intimate who
hold the bags open while we fill
them beyond the manufacturer’s
recommendation.

Dalhousie
Student
Union

two areas of work:

entation week events.

19§/
%
The DSU is looking for a hard working, self

motivated student who considers him/her self in
touch with the programming needs of students .

The person selected well be responsible for
a) Developing & Implementing the 1992 Ori-

b) Work as an assistant in the concert promo-
tions area of the Campus Activities office.

For more information contact :
Scott Macintyre 494-3774 or
Hilary Wells 494-1106

Obviously, my neighborhood is
one of the many which has decided
to care about its environment.

And who canblame them? With
all the horrible accounts of toxic
precipitation, atmospheric destruc-
tion, and assault on the world's
biodiversity its not that much of an
exaggeration to think we will soon
be bagging the earth’s industrial-
ists with the aluminium cans and
thediscarded wine bottles. Justone
more news story about dolphins
strangled todeath in synthetic fish
nets and I'll... yes... I mean it this
time...['ll really...

Well I'm not sure what [ will do,
or what I can do really. Does buy-
ing “dolphin friendly” tuna count?
And what does this mean? How
does it help dolphins if you eat
their friends?

Even if it can be argued that if
helps to eat “dolphin friendly” tuna
how can we be certain the manu-
facturer’s claim is true? | used to
believe the Body Shop’s noble
words “This product is not tested
on animals” until I found our that,
sure the “product” wasn'’t tested on
animals bur all of its main ingredi-
ents were.

This is why they changed the
line to “against animal testing.”
[t’s easy to picture the company’s
directorssitting around aspecracu-
larly splendid board table hewn of
devilishly dark wood (probably of
some endangered variety) saying,
“why yes, indeed, of course we are
against animal testing. We collec-
tively vow to protect all creatures
from the lowly Kretchmarr Cave
mold beetle, to cuddly pandas with
big bellies, unless, for some reason
beyond our control, we won't make
any money with this policy.”

Money is the key factor in this
environmental issue. We can’t
seem to get away from it.

Those on theright chat leisurely
about how the biosphere’s prob-
lems will be solved, in time, as the
marketplace evolves to a level of
enlightened self-interest where
only “environment friendly” goods
are bought and sold, while those
on the left scream for donations
with which to combat the nasty
industrialists (buying oven cleaner,
particularly the kind which can be
injected into candy bars, does not
come cheaply, you know ...)

Yes, its all about money.

From the wealthy industrialist
to the gainfully unemployed
Greenpeace volunteer, it is diffi-
cult to deny this common interest.
And even for the large part of the
population (like the people of my
neighborhood) whosit in the bulg-
ing middle of this attitudinal dis-
tribution, the ones who are not
inclined to hang anti-nuclear ban-
ners from the highest transverse of
a bridge nor decide over drinks at
lunch to clear-cur five hundred
thousand hectares of forest, this
environmental thing still comes
down to money.

Sure it helps torecycle, and sure
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biodegradable detergents are sen-
sible things to buy, but [ question
our commitment to the biosphere
when we do these things while
continuing to: drive combustion
engine powered cars, eat food
packed in metal and plastic, buy
factory built home-entertainment
equipment, rely on sprawling tel-
ecommunications and power dis-
tribution systems, photocopy re-
serve readings...the list goes on.

Life today is not how those four
generations ago knew it. And, I'm
afraid tosay, [ think it is impossible
for the majority of people to do
without many of the time-saving
and pleasure-offering develop-
ments of the last century.

For the world to get on track, to
get into a more harmonious mode
of existence, we need to reduce
largely the scale of human activity.
Can this be done? Without a series
of earth-shattering disasters, prob-
ably not.

As Kermit so aptly sang “It isn't
easy being green.” He would know.
He was made of polyester and plas-
tic.

Troy Myers

Funded Public Issues - Student Concerns
and CALL TO RESEARCH
directed Nova Scotia PIRG requests student to sub-
by students. mitterm papers,orotheroriginal work, on:
Producing LocaI"VTVi’sotsaMgg; ;ment
original ;
Papers may focus on the legal, social,
research. economic, environmental, health, techni-
Organizing  cal or other related aspects of local waste
educational ~'Management. A student editing commit-
tee representing various faculties will se-
events. lect four final papers to be published in a
Facliitating  journal format, summer 1992. Submission
deadline is April 30,1992. Finalists will
POSIND receive a 50 dollar publishing honorarium.
action. PIRG reserves the right to edit
Proactive. selected papers with
Effective. author's consultation.
- Questions?
Hage NN ACS GO Visit PIRG
) . 3 S iR Rm.310,Dal
I l RG SUB, or call
SR ——— 494-6662.
Public Interest Research Group
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Sunday River
Ski Weekend
from $199

New York City

Air Package
from $299

Call:
494-2054

Special Fares
available within
Canada
during
Spring Break!
The Travel Company of

the Canadian Federation
of Students
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PERSONAL
COMPUTER
PC 320/3865X

+ 386SX - 20 mhz.

» 1 MB RAM (expand to 8 MB)

= 40 MB Hard Drive (.17 ms
Access)

«5 1/4 And 3 1/2 High Density Drive
« 101 AT Keyboard (click touch)
« 14" VGA COLOUR MONITOR
+MS - DOS 5.0

+ MS - WORKS 2.0

+ + other software included

+ 1 (800) TOLL FREE SUPPORT
+ 1 Year on site service

Also PC 220 286 - 16 mhz
1495 Save $250.00

$64.75 MONTH (x36)
all taxes included!
SEE OUR COMPLETE LINE
OF CANON BUBBLE JET
PRINTERS AND ACER
COMPUTERS
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