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PUBLIC TO BE PROTECTED.

Trade in Package Cereals to be Under Regulation.

Licenses would be issued by the Food C’Pn-
troller permitting the manufacture and im-
portation of cereal foods in packages of less
weight than 20 pounds, under certain regu-
Jations. Dealers, other than those manu-
facturing or importing packagg 9ereals, will
be exempted from the provisions of the
Order in Council of October 19. The r_egula-
tions have been prepared “{xth a vxew.to
protecting the public against excessive
prices for such foods, and pantlcgltarly to
making substitutes for wheat available as
cheaply as possible :

her with this announcement, the

F:o?ige(t’o:rtroller miade publi.c the report of

the Special Committee gppombed by him to
investigate the trade in package cereals.

The Committee consistzs' of :—Mr. R Hm.--

court, Professor of Chemistry, Qntano Agri-

cultural College, Guelph (Chairman), Dr.

A. McGill, Dominion Analyst; MF. PB
Tustin, Chief of the Food and Dairy Divi-

eion, Winnipeg; and _Mr. W. 8. Lecky, War

Purchasing Commission, :

The regulations prepared by the Commit-
tee require that all pack-ageg of cereals of
less than twenty pounds weight must bear
the license mumber of the commodity in

unestion. Prices at which package cereal

;:)oda are sold to the public must not ex-

ceed an amount allowing only a m:_mon.able
rofit on the cost of such cereals in bulk,
plus the cost of containers. The cost of con-
tainers must be only a small propqntxon of

the total price of the cereals gold in pfack-

ages. Use of coupons, premiums, prizes,

ts, or similar inducements to pur-
chase must be discontinued in connection
with the package cereals trade. Provmon’
is made for examination of manufacturers
books with a view to ensuring against ex-
cessive prices.

. The C:mm'ittee's report states that before
the war profits derived from the package
¢rade in cereal foods were considerably
jarger than those ruling to-day. Many
package s, the Committee found, are
now sold at practically cost and two cases
of selling at a slight loss are recorded. The

emphasizes the wide variation in the

food value of various package pmparmonq.
For instance, 1,000 energy units when ob-
tained from one food cost 4.41 cents, w.hﬂe
 the same number of calories- when obtained
from another food cost 21-93 cents. The con-
4ention of the manufacturers that package
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cereals are as cheap to the consumer as
those sold in bulk was not substantiated. At
present, owing to war conditions, the prices
aproximate more than formerly for pack-
age and bulk goods. The Committee does
not condemn the sale of cereals in package
as undesirable or excessive in price, as con.-
venience of handling has to be considered,
but they point out that the consumer may
buy in bulk more cheaply than in packages.
The difference in quality of the bulk and
package products is considered negligible.

For cooked products, the Committee found
that the package sealed at the factory was
the proper method of marketing, provided
the selling were under regulations that safe-,
guarded the public.

Application forms will be sent out soon
and licenses will issue promptly when the
requirements have been complied with and

applications are approved. A small license
fee will be charged.

UNIFORM HOURS NAMED.

Restaurant Keepers Called Together to
Fix Meal Times.

Following the lead of the Crown Attorney
and the Chief of Police in the oity of
Ottawa, acting upon the Food Controller's
suggestion, several meetings of restaurant
keepers have been held in various cities, and
uniform hours for the serving of beef and
bacon under the Food Controller’s regula-
tions have been agreed upon. Under the
Order in Council, beef and bacon may be
served in public eating places once a day
only, except on Tuesdays and Fridays, when
their use is entirely prohibited. No hours
of the day being specified, complaint arose
from certain restaurant keepers who were
conscientiously keeping the law, that they
wene losing trade because of lack of uni-
formity and, in some cases, by competitors’
disregard of the regulations.

Ottawa hours having been made uniform
this difficulty was locally overcome, bacon
being reserved for breakfast and beef for
the noonday meal.

At Hamilton, similarly, a meeting was
called by Mr. G. F. Washington, K.C.,
County Crown Attorney, and the hours were
fixed by agreement as follow: Bacon to be
served from 5.30 a.m. until 10.30 a.m., beef
from 11 a.m. to 2.30 p.m., every day except
Tuesday and Friday, and at no other time.
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