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At the Sign of the Maple
A DEPARIMEN r MAINLY FOR WOMEN

Il Homilies of a Home Bird
By LILLIAN VAUX MacKINNON

On Borrowing and LendingTHERE are sorne compensations in the lot of
an "only" child, however much the public
may pity bis condition. One of these is9
the undisputed right of owriership. Such,

a thing is unknown in a farnily of manyv. Loud
have been the protests, raised front timet immiie-
miorial, by the youniger members of thriftyv bouse-
holtis against made down-i clothes, garmnins which
have seien the light of othier days, far awa;y in the
childhood of the eldest
sister or brother. WhatSak
"baby" of a family will hk
not eagerly endorse my
views when 1 affirin that
it is a burnîng shame for
any mother to invest ini
material su hopelessly
durable that it stolidly re-
fuses to show signs of
wear, and submits to bc-
ing cut over for cach suc-
ceedinig generation so that
the hapless youngest can
neyer aspire te appear in
really uewv apparel, but
must forever go decked
with the left-ove(rs of his
eiders andi forerunniers.

But greatly as this son-
dition of affairs is to be
lamented, there is another
crying evil in f amily
circies which shoulti he
even more vigoroulsiy de-
nouinceti. It partake8 of
the nature of cormmutnismn.
A certain laxity in regard
te individual rights, re- l'hre. Hundred Canadjan
sultant, possibly, on free- Honor.ry Secretarý
dom of intercourse, leads
to the practical negation
ci owxrershiip, and the
curiouis resuilt 15 seen of
enforced commutnity of
interests and possessions.
In commen parlance the
borrowing habit is an ac-
knowledged nuisance in
almost every family.

No one wiil deny, 1
think, that we are ai apt
to be a trifle selfishi and
perhaps unduly aware of
our particular rights.
Stili, there is suchi a thling
as private property, even

withi thefamily circle,
and to one who recogni7es
this, nothing is more ex-
asperating than the dis-
regarding of it on the part
of others. To find, on
dressing for a concert,
that your favourite neck-
tic la dining ont with your
ye1ùnger brother, or that
jour sister has fanciei Mor ThauI Young Ideas
your scarf-pin for her Not WhoUly 1
lace waist and is even
now sporting it next door, this, I say, is trying to
anyone with a sense of personal pride. It is net
se much the actual deprivation which concerais you,
as the conscienaness of being baffled in jour creed
of private rights and control of personal acquisi-
Jons, by ene who chooses te ignore it. To be
asked six tines a day to lend sonxething, is as
nothing compared with the sheck cf finding it gene
"unbeknownst" to yon.

Away with the so-called "borrower," the snapper-
up cf unconsidered trifles, the Autelycus cf the
home! Let brotherly love continue. Let there bc
a glad sharing cf one's possessions, a ready gener-
.osity with amall personai belongings, but, appre-
ciating the fact cf our own property let us give full
consideration te that which our brother is pleased
te cal! his ow'I. Let us do witheut the ceveted thing

when the getting of it means taking it witbout the
ow ner's knowledge.

On Passing Things at Table

A S a child 1 used to avieittlng near the butter
~I at table. It was unlaaT tbouigbt, lu

be interruptedl byý cosan eanslu las as."
Selfisi sinall pcrsun1 t1at I was, I wanitod fuill tlie
for imb)iig, readesof tes comlFort.

'Kv are but cbiidren of ai larger gruwtb in this.
In nu way can selfisbines su quickly -veîray îtself
as in table manners, wheni une is off one-'s guard,
in the sbelter of the borne. Show me( thie mnx wbo
cani neyer wait tu pass the musiitardl amd 1 wîll know
U'i fortbwitb as ail egoist. Show mie une wbo
aniticipates the needs of bis brother, offering tbe

ng the Cordial Hand of Grandfather
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bread unaslcet, and I will say with conviction that
such an one is at heart a prince of good feîlows, a
living illustration cf the Golden Rule.

Unless it is te oifer the excuse that thoughtless-
ness rather than selfishness is reaponsibie f or titis
lack of conrtesy. A mere quibble ! Thoughtless-
ness ineans a failure te thinlc cf others-that ia,
others effaceti by self. And do net think te excuse
my mari on the ground that he is busy talking.
For again I mffirm that talking need net occupy
one's eyea, undnly, unless, as I suspect, they are
tunned inward upon one's own weighty thoughts
which are even now being proclaimeti.

No, there ia scarcely any failing reoted la selfish-
ness which titis table discipline dots net disclose.
It shows the gourmand who cmii spare not a minute
froun the contents of his plate, ft shows lte lazy

mari wlbose çxertions cannot extend beyond the
stupplying of hîs own inime(liate wants. And il
shows the day-drearner wlosc fancied fiigbts waft
him nu further than tbe stearn from bis own cup.

But yuur "in bonour prcferring one anotber" type
of man is lie wlio genially interposes his remarks
un the weather witb a cup of tea set at your place.
Who finds occasion in taking sai to serve you
first. Who secs wben you are iii sure need of sugar
ani unofficially supplies you. Stieb an une enjoys
a continuai fcast, whetber bis be a dinner of herbs
or a stalle(l ux.

On the Rising Bell
rHEiý,od adage about "getting out of the rigbtT side of titlicbd- lias in it, like most absurdities,

a geran of truth. It makes
every differeuce tu the

Bull conduct of the day wbich
side of tbe bed is selected.
lu uther words, biow one
is awakened in dte moru-

l'o begzin wîth the must
barbarot's mnethod - tbe
alarm dlock. No more
successfuil sebeme for
ruîning trie nervous sys-
tein could be devised than
this excrutiatingly per-
sistent telir-r-r in tbe
grey dawra. To be sud-
denly stuiig int conl-
sciousness by a sharp bell
ani then exasperated for
five minutes by ils noise,
is no guarantee for a
sweet disposition through-
out tbe tay-

Almnost equal in horror
te the alanm dock is the
rising blýli. This offers
une grain of solace, bow-
ever-that the disconifert

ins.hip of Mr:. Pred J. Ney, it causes is widespread.
f the. »epartment Mîsery loves cempany,

especially in the morning,
when the path cf dut

-leads straight upward.
Andi there tg seime comn-
penstationi in knowing that
the knlii whose echoes are
even now reverberating
through the hall, bas
rouseti many a hot heart
besides ont;s own.

But te be summoned te
S the day's duties by a rap

on the door seems to me
particulanly o if e n s i v e.
-Something go sumimary
iurks within il, even if
the tap be gentle, such a
brisk "I've been up for
heurs" tattoo it is, beating
îa upen the sweet calm cf
sieep!1

And save me front the
voice that cails outside
the door, "Seveni o'clock I
Time te rîse !"ý-a triuni-

1phant note in every word,
satisfaction that at last

48mat Âlderahot Âpp.ared the sleepy heati and soft
iool saan. pillow must part cempany.

If there be anything more
trying te the patience than this, il is te be awakened
by means of sundry domnestic noises, such as shut-
tiaig doors, epening windows, vigerous sweeping,
everything caiculatedl te mnake continued sinniber
comiferttess or impossible.

The ideal awakening? Scorn on the idier who asks
nething better than te drift înt consciousness
naturally, and enjey the sweet warmth of bis bed
in a dreamy stupor which refuses te be dispeileti!
Heaped-up invectives on the gourmand who re-
quires the appearance cf a dainty breakfast-tray
te lure him back te life's reality, alI on a radiant
morning! But the twittering of birds ia the foliage
cf the garden-the sweet kiss of a chilti upon yeur
cioseti eyes-soft music quickening te martial lime
--or the resistiess, heaiîh-given impulse te 'do," te
which the state cf oblivion is always inherently


