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Y. s 7L COMMITTEEMET: - % s
* . “Ordered,~That Professor Hincks, Toronto ; Mr. Couper, Naturalist, Toronta’s. .

and Mr. Rduth, of Drummondyville, be sammoned- to-give evidence:before the’
Committee. S L AR S “ SR
= +Adjourned:to,ihe call of theChair. .~ .~ ~.5 - T
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-~ The Pétitioner was present, and produced'a’staternent of ‘the different specj-
" mens that makeé-up the eollection in-his Museum. . Mr. Professor’ Hincks, Toronto ;

Mr. Couper, Naturalist, Toronto;’ and .Mr. E."A. Routh,l)’mmmondvrﬂé‘, also

appeared. to-give evidence:before the Committee,” . . -+ -

.~ Professor Hincks called.—As he had. not- visited Mr 'B@rﬁ;tt’é 'Mus"ei::iii: ‘

) lately, he preferred reading his schedule of specimens before. making any remarks: .

+ Mr. William Couper called and examined: ~ : -
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~.1. Have
Committee what .y¢
have .seen .all ‘the Provincial Museums, amongst:whieh':the, Musénm of - Natu- -
ral History,  Montreal, .and . the Museum of the; University of- Toronto ; -have

. . made this branch of, knowledge my particular study for several. years, practieally
. as’well as thearetieally... I examined Mr, Barnett’s collection;-on my-recent visit, . . -
- very, minutely ; it is principally-a Canadian collection,-and :the-more ‘valuable as.”

. such..” It contains excellent specimens, from foreign countries, of mammalia, and

paiticularly of birds, of which -there_are some :very rich and -rare: specimens.
There are a large number of skeletons of various.animals, shewing the gradation
of classes ; there is also a good collection of reptiles, a very important branch in
zoology, especially in Canada, where so little- is known. of them:- - Lconsider a

cotintry, there being now from thirty to forty specimens. The remains-of the two
specimens of mastodon are -particularly interesting, and, in my opiuion, it is well
worth a person’s time and trouble to ga to' Niagara to see them, believing.themto
be the only remains of this extinct animal in this Province. . :

~ 2. What do yon think of the Entomological collection7—It is very fair;.

_ the Egyptian antiquities, amongst which are too mummies, and the remains -

of .others, combined with Indian relics, are very numerous and very interesting,
and of great .use to schools and students generally. = There is also a very large
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g'_o» visited_Mr: Barnett’s Musenm?. . If %0, please.state: o :the: -
at .you know of it 7-—I visited Mr. -Barnett’s :Museum last-week, -

'

. fair commencement has been made in forming a-collection of- the fishes.-of this = -

collection of Conchological specimens, at present packed in boxes awaiting room. .

to place them in the new building, and onlyfpartially visible, but, as far as I could
judge, the collection is extensive and a very valuable one,
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