
To be an Indian is to be a man, with all a
man's needs and abilities. To be an Indian
is also to be different. It is to speak different
languages, draw different pictures, tell dif-
ferent tales and to rely on a set of values
developed in a different world.

Canada is richer for its Indian component,
although there have been times when divers-
ity seemed of little value to many Canadians.

But to be a Canadian Indian today is to
be someone different in another way. It is
to be someone apart-apart in law, apart in
the provision of government services and,
too often, apart in social contacts.

To be an Indian is to lack power-the
power to act as owner of your lands, the
power to spend your own money and, too
often, the power to change your own
condition.

Not always, but too often, to be an
Indiarn is to be without-without a job, a
good house, or running water; without know-
ledge, training or technical skill and, above
all, without those feelings of dignity
and self-confidence that a man must have
if he is to walk with his head held high.

All these conditions of the Indians are
the product of history and have nothing
to do with their abilities and capacities.
Indian relations with other Canadians began
with special treatment by government and
society, and special treatment has been the
rule since Europeans first settled in Canada.
Special treatment has made of the Indians
a community disadvantaged and apart.

Obviously, the course of history must be
changed.

To be an Indian must be to be free-free
to develop Indian cultures in an environ-
ment of legal, social and economic equality
with other Canadians.


