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List of Persons whose names appear on Petition? dated at Blackfoot Crossing, 19th
September, 1877, who have not proved their claims:—

Isaac Dagnon, Francis Lemire,
Narcisse Cardinal, Louison Boucher,
Baptiste Deschamys, sen., Jules Boucher,

James Ward, Alexandre Petitcouteau,
Basile Favel, Joseph Allard,

Michel Grey, Edward Boucher,

Johnny Lawrence,

PETITION FROM GEORGE McKAY, AND OTHERS, NOT .DATED, DATE OF
RECEIPT IN DEPARTMENT, 21sr FEBRUARY, 1878,

To His Excellency the Governor General of the Dominion of Canada in Council assembled *

The petition of the undersigned settlers and residents at Prince Albert settle-
ment, in the North-West Territories of the Dominion of Canada, humbly represents:

1. That the population of this settlement now numbers between 1,000 and 1,200
souls; that new settlers are constantly coming in, even during the winter season,
and that a greatly increased immigration is certain to take place upon the opening up
of navigation and other routes of travel in the spring.

2. That the proceeds of the last harvest amount to over 20,000 bushels of grain ;
and that this yield will, with a usual season, be more than doubled next summer.

3. That many disputes and disagreements are now arising among the settlers
concerning the alleged encroachments upon each other’s boundaries, which disputes
are undoubtedly certain to increase in number and bitterness with the increase of
settlement. ) . .

4. That these difficulties are owing entirely to the absence of legally constituted
boundaries and surveys, the want of which not only leaves the settler open to tres:
pass, but also retards farmers from settling in desirable localities.

5. That with & view to the foregoing facts, it is most desirable, and indeed
urgently necessary, that surveys of this settlement and the ncighboring localities be
made at an early day. : ‘

Wherefore we humbly pray that Your Excellency will cause a sufficient sum of
money 1o be set aside for that purpose, and that instructions may issue to competent
persons to complete said surveys and establich our boundaries during the ensuing
sumrer.

6. Your petitioners, in conclusion, humbly represent that considerable portions
of the lands at present occupied on the Saskatchewan River in this settloment were
settled upon before the transfer of the North-West Territories to the Dominion of
Canada, and in the manner customary at that period, viz., in a narrow frontage and
a depth of two miles;

That the houses and other improvements of many of the settlers are situate upon
these claims 5o taken ;

Wherefore your petitioners humbly pray that Your Excellency will, when
instructions are itsued to the Dominion surveyors, reserve the same rights and privi-
leges to the aforesaid old setilers and pioneers of this settlement as were reserved to
the old eettlers in the Province of Manitoba.

Lastly, your petitioners would humbly represent that whereas a cevsus of the
half-breeds ard old settlers was taken in the Province of Manitoba shortly after the
organization of that Province, with a view to the distribution of scrip, &c., said scrip
having since issued tv tho parties interested, and whereas, at the time this census
was taken, many ha}f-breeds, both minors and heads of families, resided in the terri-
tories and were not included in the eaid census; ’

Your petitioners Would humbly represent that their rights to a participation in
the issue of half-breed or old settlers’ scrip are as valid and binding as those of the
half-breeds and old setilers of Manitobs, and are expected by them to be regarded by
1he Canadian Government ag scrupulously as in that Province,
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