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ERSIAL SERMON BY THE VERY
DR. CANILL IN LIVERPOOL.
(From the Tublel.)
;  «The Bible, as iz_tterprelctl by private judgment,
. falsthas o role of Faith.” .
One of the most powerful and nteresting dis:
causes perhaps ever enunciated by this eloquen’-.
Divine, was delivered on Sunda.y last, at St. Peter’s
Catholic Chureh, Seel-street, Liverpool, on the above
smportant subject. Long before eleven o’ciock,.the
your announced for the discourse, the sacred ed‘lﬁce
a5 evowded to excess, and several well-known Cler-
ymen belonging to the Protestant Charch, and a
rge mmber of their flocks, were present. A con-
<lorable number of persons, who came at the time
appointed, Liad to refuin, as they could not procure
places, and many others were content to stand out-
ide the doors, and hear as well as they could under
e circumstances. The Rev. gentleman came before
de altar habited in lis swplice and stole; he was
sceommodated with a seat.  The most profound at-
joution was observable throughout his brilliant dis-
couse, which lasted nearly au hour and a half. ]t
w:xs,imleetl,amastur-piece of e]oquence._ e said
1lat e hoped to prove, by the clearest evidence, that
fhe Bible, as interpreted by privote judgment, was
filseas a rule of Ifaith, and he then proceeded to
<o that from the creation of the world up to the
iime of Moses, that there was no written work in
evitence whereby true Delievers could have bqen
directed or governed by ; and yet, after all, Faith
was preserved and banded down pure from genera-
tion 1o generation, from father to son, and so on.
"Phere was no law written asregarded Faith; so that
at least for 2 period of twenty-six hundred years after
whe ereation of Adam, man had no written book to
otide bim as a rule of Faitl, and yet Giod was wor-
shipped by man, and the true Faith preserved all that
time without a written book, and God’s law was
obejed.  The law was imparted by God to the Pa-
wiarchs, and by them it was handed down from one
weneration to another ; so that, according to the
doctrine that the Bible was arule of Faith, how could
wman lave been saved in the Old Law until the com-
ing of Christ?  When Christ came on earth, and
died for the redemption of the world, TLe descended
nto Ilell—Limbo—to preach the glad tidings of
redeption to the souls who were there, not by a
book, but with thé authority of His word., e had
there to tell them that the Taith which they had held
fom the creation of the world—which had been
landed down from father to son—had Deen accom-
piked in His death. The DPatriarchs swere not
governed nor guided by any written law, but by the
authority whicli they bad received [rom the beginning,
and which they imparted {from one to the other, from
generation to generation. There was, therefore, no
weitten book [rom the commencement, but the Faith
s communicated by word of mouth, and by living
autaority, and he (the Very Rev. preacher) would
subut that was a very strong point. For twenty-
st hindred years the Clunch of God was governed,
ot by written works, but by the true living authority
commanicated to her by God himself. e would
0w come to the New Law, as established by Christ
—forup to the time when e made His appearance
on earth, salvation was obtained, not from boeks, but
from the living authority which existed without any
book. ~ Coming, therefore, to the New Law, he
wanted to know where it was written, or ordered to
be wrilten, as an authority to be guided by? It was
not written, but it was spoken law. If it bad been
neeessary for Christ to bave written a book on the
subject, He would have done so, or He would bave
¢mmanded one to have been written ; but the fact
"asibat Clrist never, during Iis life on this eavth,
\‘:rpte a hook, nor did he speak about having a book
‘err::lte?l' He said to His Apostles that Te would
‘m.m e I-Io]y: Ghost, who would teach them all
loldgt? aud bring to their minds whatever Ile had
nd ljm[’ and whatever He had told them e com-
o ul ’t,lem to do. He did not say to them ¢ write
2 book,” hut He commanded of them to go and
{]::ml:)?ltthl? Gospel all over the world—not by writ-
lh%;: o 1Y teaclu_ng by word of mouth. When,
ali éctl }10 sanction of the first book appear on the
Iu~n.ldmd=1te‘;' the death of Christ? Not for three
o aIn seventy-ﬁye years after the death of
Chineh « twas that time before the stamp of the
Qo Was put upon any book—not but that the
T“ptures were written and in possession of the
k‘i:'lllr:ll:ebeft‘)re it, but ihey had net been stamped
iy ?ea of authority up te that period. The
o Tzsfgnenl had been written by Moses—the
Nosessins 1}1er;t had been written, and was in the
servel]- theo ll_e Churel ; but,.as he before. ob-
the Ch’urclyfwe‘e not stamped with the authority of
1 lor nearly four centuriesafter the Gospel
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35 preached—not written—by Christ and IMis |,

“Mostles. No book was used during that time ; but

the Gospel existed, and salvation was obtained
through the Church, speaking by the living authority
alone. There were twelve Apostles, and out of those
only live wrote books. Ile would ask if it were ne-
cessary, why did not the remainder write?  The four
Lvangelists wrote three works, not as general, to the
Church, but at the special request of individuals.
Matthew wrote at the solicitation of the people of
Palastine 5 St. Mark at that of the people of Rome;
St. Luke to an individua!l; and St. Jobn wrote to
put down @ heresy that had arisen amongst some
early Christians. The vritings were not general,
but written locally, and for local purposes, not as the
guidance or rule of Taith. Suppose that Queen
Victoria had occasion to write to an individual in
Liverpool refative to some local act of parliament,
did any one think she would sit down and write the
code of laws by which England is governed to that
individual 7 Bo it was with the Scriptuwres.  1f they
were written for the government and law of the whole
Chureh it would be clearly so siated and set forth;
but they were not; they were written for local and
special purposes, without reference to the general
government of the Church, which was preserved iu
the Church itself from the beginning. ‘he Rev.
preacher then stated m detar) 1o whom and for what
purpose the Gospels, the Acts, the Lpistles, and the
Apocalyse were written, and stated that the Chureh,
as the depository of all truth, had by her authority
set her seal on the Scriptures, but that it was not
until nearly four bundred years after Christ that she
thus collected and set apart the sacred volume we
now possess.  Yet the Christian Taith existed before
that. Christ did not say to His Apostles, ¢ Go and
write to all nations in my vame,” but Le said, # Go
and teach, and preach to all mations ;” and St. Paul
expressly states that Faith comes by hearing alone.
Now, hearing must come from one living man to
another living man, who, by speaking, communicates
the Faith to him—that 1Paith having come down
from the earliest times to its possessor, through the
authority of the Church. A man camiot hear with
his mouth or his eyes, but with his ears he can hear
what the mouth utters to him.  Christ was a living
wan, and he spoke to living authorities, who, in their
turn, spoke also to living authorities in the Catho-
lic Church j and thus the Faith was preserved pure
and spotless down to the present tine, and would ever
continue so to the end of time. Tt was clear, there-
fore, that Faith came by hearing, that Iaith being
spoken by the authority of the Church, and that was
the Taith and the belief given by Christ to is
Church on this earth.  Iis first point was therefore
proved ; and his second fact was equally strong. 1t
wis avowedly admitted that for nearly four hundred
years after Christ that there was no book stamped
with the authority of the Church. It the rule of
TFaith of the Catholic Church was confined to books
of Scripture, many of those were lost; but notwith-
standing that, the Faith was fully and entirely pre-
served in the Chureh, for he had received his Faith
from his spiritual Fathers in the Church, as pure and
spotless as the stole he wore. Ile was the legitimate
descendant of that Faith, and would not part with it
but with his life, nor would any other Catholic in the
world. Suppose the Secriptures were the rule of
Taith why they ougiit to have the whole Scriptures;
but they had not the whole, as it was well known that
nearly the balf of the books were lost ; but yet the
Catholic Church preserved the Faith whele and
entive. If 2 man kill anothier, he viclates the Fifth
Commandment, and although he did not violate any
of the otlier ten, yet he could not be reconciled to
God until he returned to graceand repentance ; and,
in the same mauner, if a man violated one of the
dogrmas of IFaith, he could not preserve a part thereof':
so that if the Scriptures were a rule of Faith, man
should liave the whole, and not a part, of what he
founded his Taith upon. Catholic Priests were
reviled, and charged with not reading the Scriptures;
and they were further charged with preventing the
people from reading them. Now, he would tell such
parties that every Priest at kis ordination was obliged
before the Bishop, with his body prostrate on the
ground, and his hands stretched, out, to take one of
the most solemn oaths that man could take, that for
the remainder of his life he would devote at least one
hour and a guarter every day reading the Scriptures.
So that any one who asserted that Priests did not
read the Scriptures told a falsehood. "They say also
that Dricsts prevent the people from reading the
Scriptures— that is another felsehood. Also, let any
man go into any shop in England where books were
sold, and he would get the Scriptures to purchase il
he had money to pay for them. In fact, that was 2
matter of mercantile speculation ; but see how casy
it was to choke two such bald lies as were constantly
uttered against Catholic Priests and Catholies. But
he would ask, how could the whole Scriptures be
read? Where were the lost books to be found?

He would now come Lo that point, and show how
wany books were lost 1 anl this he wauld prove from
the bhooks that remained ol the Seriptures.  In the
Book of Numbers, xxi., 14, there is the followiny

wars of the Lord.” Now, where wus that book !
It was not to be found—it was lost.  lu the "Third

are lost.  Then, there it is stated that there was the
Book of Nathan the Prophet—there is no such book

such books are to be found: they are lost. There :

twenty-three boaks belonaing to the Bible lost—

New ; so that if the Bible was to be a rule of Faith,
how could it be proved that the whole Bible existed 7

and that in the course of time twelve men, on their
oaths, cane to decide on that will, and found only the
hall of it in existene, would they, or could they, as
honest men, say that it was the man’s will 2 It was
wanifest, theretore, that there was a time when there

manifest that the Bible, as interpreted by private
judgment, wis false as a rule of Faith.  Catholies
respected the Jible, but they did not ake it a rvule
of their [Faith 5 but they respected and believed it
because the Clureh lad sanctioned it—that Clureh
which was unchanged and unchangeable. Tlow was

Tf A man made his will, and leit his son bis propcrl‘y,‘

that portion of the Bible preserved? Why, from

all over the world—listory veeords it.  And how
was such preserved? By teaching the doctrine
which was confided to the Clurel by Christ and His
Apostles—the living authority being in the Church.
Tt follows that those who made the Bille the sele
rule of Fuith ought to have the whole Bible, which
they had not, and if they had not, why they must be
in doubt every moment about their Faith. ‘'Fhey
could not be certain of the truth or of the Inith,
aud therefore they must be in the dark, and to be in |
doubt on such a matter was (o be always in a state
of unhappiness. DJoses wrote a portion of the Old
Testament, but it was admitied on all hands that for
twenty-six hundred years before he wrote that no book
of the law existed, yet the faith was preserved all
that time by the Patriarchs, who handed it down one
from another. Christ said to Idis Apostles, when
speaking of the Scribes and Pharisees, not to do as
they did, but to observe what they said, for they spoke
the law with their lips, but their hearts were unsound
—da not as they do, but do what they say. They |
taught the law of Moses, who was dead fourteen
hundred years before that time. The command of
Clyist was in the imperative mood—do not what they
do, but what they say—so that here again Faith came
by hearing. He would ask those who followed their
private judgment, and made the Bible the rule of
Taith, if’ they undersicod Hebrew, for the Old Tes-
tament was written in the Hebrew and then translated
into Syro-Chaldaic, and the New Testament was
written in Greek—he would ask a man depending on
private judgment, then, do you know Hebrew? He
would answer no. Then how could such a man say
that he founded his Faith on the Bible, when he did
not know whether it was truly translated or not?
The same thing must be said in reference to the New
Testament, and in both cases such a man, after all his
boasting, was depending, not on kis own judgment,
but on the judgment of others, of whom he could
know notling, not even their names. Now, would it
not be better for such parties as he alluded to to de-
pend on the Pope and the Bishops whom they did know
than to depend on parties whose names he was even
ignorant of 2 He would ask such persons—*Is there
any person in your Church who cannot read?” lie
would be answered yes. Then how do you teach
persons to form their Faith by private julgment7—
By teaching them the Catechism. Yes, but where
do you get that Catechism ?—From ctlier authority.
Then where is your private judgment? " You don’t
get it from your private judgment, but from authority,
as you call it, of which you are totally ignorant. The
Protestant Clergy were obliged to swear to the truth
of the Thirty-nine Articles, and where did these

Articles come from? They-came to them on the

\

vauthority of an act of parliament, and yet such Cler-
cgymen were obliged to swear before God to the 1l
Lof such Artieles.  Aets of parliiunent were madee by
“the House of Commons amd the House of Faords,

passage :— Wherefore it is said in the Book of the | which comprised about 1,000 persous, including ahd
. . . 3 - . =
: Bl.s;hc.)ps, all differing in veligion, and mavy having ne
L to be fc » sreligion at afl, and - yet these were the persons o
Book of Kings it is stated that Solowon wrote 3,000 ; whom Protestant Cleraymen and Prolestants wern (o
proverbs; there was nol more than 1,500 to be found trely for thew pule of Faith—whose judgment they
—thie rest are lost; and in the sane hook it stated [were obliged to obey in swearing to the Thirty-niue
that he wrote 105 canticles—there is not the liadl of |
that number to be found in the present Bible; they !

|

now; itis lost. Jn the Book of Chronicles it is:
stated that the acts of David are written in the Book '
of Samuel the Seer, and Nathan the Prophet—uno !

Articles. He would ask—If the Pope and the Bishops
of the Cathalic Church who had preserved the aile
for so many hundred years, pure and spotless, were:
not better authority (han sueh mer as he alluded (o2
e thes alluded to the acls of parlianment made by
Craneer in the reign of Tdward V1., and contrasted
such acts with the conduct of the Popes and Bishops
who goveried the Cutholic Churel, and who preserved

was an Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossizns lost. | the Faith of Chiist as it had been given to them by
St. Paul wrote five Jipistles to the Corinthiaus, but | ' )
we have only two of these. "Lhere were alloguther

.Hfm and the Apostles.  Up to the time of Luther in
157, the athority of the Popes and Dishops was

: ‘ tacknowledged all over the world—Durgatory, prayevs
twenty from the Old Testament, and three from the .

for the dead, invocation of Saints, and satistaction foc

,sins—all were acknowledged 5 but when Luther theew

oft the anthority of the Church, he flung aside (hose
dogtnns, beeanse if he retained them e must oher
the authority of the Pope, and from that time o the
present his followers had been gradually getting rid
of everything they thought proper—all on private
judgment, ol conrse. 1o alluded to the Gorham case
and the decision thercon.  Tn the same manner tia:

was no Bible ; yet Faith existed, and it was equally | Protestant Churel got rid of the Sacramentss and
The would ask what beliel had they now?

There
were the Unitarians—many of whom lie knew 1o 1
learned men, and by the same process of private
Jjudgment they denied the Divinity of Christ in the
sane mamer the Greeks denied the personality of the
lToly Glost.  The Protestants first began to tuke
the slates ofl the house, then they took :u:'ay the roof,

the fall of the Roman ewpire in 475, for nearly ninc  next the pillarg, and lastly, they carried away the
centuries, every country in Iurope was in a constant {walls and left nothing behind—all from private :jud'-'--
state of revolition, eonlusion, and civil war: and {ment, of which they confessed themsclves to he (otally
where was religion, piety, literature, Faith, and morals { iguorant, for they depended not on their own, bui on
preserved all that time? In the faithful repository '
and bosom of the Catholic Church. ‘Ihat was known |

the opinion and judgment of others, of whom they
knew nothing whatever.  Such was their Fuaith.
We thea referrel to the acts of parliament made on
the subject of Chureh of England goverment. and
Lord John Russell’s opinions, which governed such
acts, and conctuded by stating that persons who were
depending on the Bible as o rule of Taith, as inter-
prefed by private judgment, were the most inconsistent:
in the world, and that they stood alone in the worli
in the midst of the most frightful doubt and perplexity,
which nothing could remove from their ninds. They
should therelope have recourse (o the only true anid
infallible test of T'aith which Yay alone in ihe hosum
of the Catholic Clurel from the carliest time, and
would coutinue so to the end of the world,  After
resuming lis argument. lie concluded by passing & well-
merited compliment on the Christian Brothers who
had charge of the schools, whose cause he aldvoentad,
and showed all the good they had done. Tn the
evening the Rev. gentleman preachicd asecond sermon
iu the same chureh, which was thronged as fully as in
the wnarning. "The subject was the Real Presence in
the Blessed Sacrament, which lie proved in the most
convincing manner to all who heard him.

The collection for the very meritorious charity,
which be advocated, was liberal. T

The Very Rev. Divine has won golden opinions
from all parties in this town, by his moderation and
the inoflensive manner in which he puts forth the
powerlul truths on both subjects.

A TOPULAR RELIGION.

We learn from the Weekly Jubilee, 2 new paper,
Just started in this city, that the members of the
“ Episcopal Dlethodist Church” have cammenced a
movement in favor of appointing lay delegations to
{alce a part in all future conferences of that church.
I'he editor of the Julilee, who seems to have taken
the Methodist Episcopal Church under his special
protection, says, in his article introducing the mee:-
ng t—-

“The fires of freedom are burning in Church as
well as in State, and they must burn till the last vesi-
ige of Pricsteraft and Sectarian intolerance dies. © °
The Bible! the Bible alone, and an enlightened pri-
vate judgment as itsinterpreter must prevail over dead
formalism, and authoritative dictation. The sovereignty
of the peeple must and shall triumph in Church as weil
as Stale. The old doetrine, that preachers are the
servants of God, in an exclusive sense, must give way
to that higher doctrine, that preachers are the servanis
of the people, that they have no power other than that
delegated to them by the people.”

We cannot blame the Methodist Episcopalians,
They but carry out the principles of Protestantism.
Their preachers have no mission from God—they
are, as the editor says, “ the servants of the people—
they bave no power other than that delegated by the



