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A MALEDICTION,

BY THOMAS D'ARCY M'GEE.
1

« My native land! how does it fare
Since last I saw its shore?”
« Alas! alas! my exiled {rére,
It aileth more and more.
God curse the knaves who yearly stesl
The produce of s plaing;
Who for the poor man never feel,
Yet gorge on labor's gaingl
1.
“We both can well recall the time
When Ireland yet was gay;
It needed then no wayside sign
To show us where (o stay.
A stranger sat by ev'ry hearth,
At ev’ry board he fed ;
It was a work of maiden mirth
To make the wanderer’s bed.
L
“3Tigaltered limes : at every turn
A shiftless gang you meet ;
The hutless peasants.starve and mourn,
Camp'd starkly in the street.
The warm old homes that we have known
Went down like ships atsea;
The gateless pier, the cold hearth-stone,
Their sole memorials be.

1v.
“ We two are old in years and woes,

And Age has powers to dread;
And now, before our.eyes we close,
Our malison be said:
The curse of two gray-headed men
Be on the cruel crew®
Who've made our land a wild beast’s den—
* And God’s:ciirae onithem:tao”

2 Meaning the ** exterminating”" landlords,
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CHAPTER XV.

MR, BARING'S DIFFIOULTIES GROW THIOK-
ER,— AN QLD FOLLOWER OF TNE FA-
MILY MAKES SOME SUGGESTIONS TO
1031 A

Mg. Bariva's difliculties grew and grew,
until the sunshine loolked dark, aad, -
among men, he felt like one in an en-
emy's country. Ho became more and
more. moody and reckless, becanse ex-
cilement boecame every day a greater
oxcitoment. Ile had exhausted Cun-
noeen's endurance and liberality—Cun-
neen himself used to say he had. ex-
hausted his means—and yet tho more
ho needed oconomy, the more he plurig-
ed into hazards and projects and multi-,
plied losses, until to “ get more ™ or to
faco ruin beeame an inevitable alterna~
tive. .
One night, Baring came home late,
and in amood which boded a wakeful
night and a miserable morning. He
scized a light in the hall, and made for
his apartment, which boasted two rush- ~
bottom chnirs, a deal table on which a
erippled mirror was falling in two, and
a fonr-posted strotecher not over luxu-
riously provided with eithor mattress or
bed-covoring. The room was about
twelvo feot square, and the window. of it
looked over-at tho stabloes, PR




