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The remaining portion of My &'y work is oc-
cupied 10 sareting the ahjecnong of opponents
He hias selected only a fow, 10 which we shalj
briridy refor, and to a few additional ones urged
in various shapes Tho pracipal one s, the
briof spaca atlorded for the culprit's repentance,
and the unprepared state with whieh e s
oftentimes hurried into an eteroul world ; and
the greater probability of his reformation by
goliary confinement, as more Invorable for se.
rious thought and refleciion, and as placing him
within the reach of the means of grace.  In re-

ly it is said, “But however formidable this ob-
jection may be, it was imperative on the Isracl:
ttes to put the murderer o death.  And yet the
gouls of men wers as valuable, and repentance
as necessary, and eicenal destruction as dread-
ful then, as they are now, and the Divine Bewg
knew all this.” The way in which the prece-
ding objection is oftentimes urged appears to us
o fearfu] refloction on the divino procedure of the
past economy. And further, if the murderer is
not softened into penitance by the immediate
rrospcct of death, and doath 1n the most appa!-
ing and terrific forms, there is jittle hope of any
witigated punishment proving effectual  Facts
are confirmatory of this opinion. How seldom
do convicts become converts to Christ. The
guiltless culprits, with the mildest treatment,
die unreformed and incorrigible
Mucl 1s said by the oppenents of capital pun-
ishment about the degrading character and
brutalizg tendencies of puanc exccutions.—
We cannot but think there is deep and wide
spread delusion in this very popular and oft-re-
poated objection. Honest and virtuous minds
are carriedd away and impressed with it. [t
hasin it much that is very plausible. ‘I'he
method of carrying out the sentenco of the Jaw
is not always the most judicious. Some refor-
mation 1s needed in tlns particular. A publie
execution 1s an act which brings together the

most degraded portions of society, and thus be-|!

comes an occaston for the developement of the
worst feelings of human nature—of deeds of
daring hardthood, and reckless ribaldry. Here
is the abuse of an execution, not ihe use of it ~
What proof have we that this dreadtul depravity
does not exist, 1ndependent of executions 2 We
have no reasons: (o conclude that it owes 1ts
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muking erchinoize of the rouls and bulies of
men.” Where can bo no duubt thatin the Ol
Testument the murdeter i cominanded to be
pat to death, atd it s Just ax elear that slavery
was one of thy mstisutiony of the Jewish peaple
The proisdment of deatii 1s not unectly repeal-
ed in the New  Tostameat, but geither s the
msutation of slavery. It thurelore toilows, that
they who hold that the pumshment of death s
seaptural, most hold the same of slavery "—
We have e this paranraph some bold and un-
tenable assertions , indieating that thesr avthor
duwy not possess the soundest svstem of theology
‘The slavery of the Old Testament was guite a
ditferent thing from 1odern slavery,  What we
understond by slavery was steictiy forbididen by
the laws of Moses, ISxed. xx1. 16, “And he
that stealeth o nan, and selleth han; or, if he
be found 10 his hand, he shall surely be put to
death.”  The chapter, from which we have
ciied a pussage, puts 12 striking contrast He-
brew slavery with African or West Tndia sla-
vety. They have scarcely any pioperties in
cotmnon with euch other, and therefore we de-
ny that slavery was “an stitution of the Jew-
ish people.”  ‘The objector adds, *“I'he punish-
ment of death is not directly repealed in the
New Testament,”  But we ask what can be
mure direct than the passage in 1 Tun. i 8,9
10~—~Men-enslavers ure chargeable with a cnime
which stands in the category ofthe most aggra

vated critnes.

Besides, the law of Christ, ¢ Do ye to cthers,
as ye would that others should do unto you,”
contuins a great principle, subversive of slavery,
and which has no bearing on capital punish

ment.  We can readily pardon mistaken no-
tions on the inexpedicncy of penal inflictions,
but palpable perversiuns of Scripture are almost
unpardonable.

The seasonings of many well-meaning objec-
tors take for granted that the spirit of the Old

‘Testament is radically different fromn that of the
New; and that great moral principles are mod-
ified and sofiened down under our present dis.
pensation of mercy. Mr. 8. has many assail-
ants, who think and write according to this
tashion. Wo shall devotg a concluding para-
graph to lay barc this fallacy. Were we to
admut the lorce of the preceding reasoniug, we

should be constrained 10 conclude that Christ
dil'not come to fulfi) the law and the prophets,

but to destroy them, and to render t'e New

I'estament at variance with the Old. Moral
priaciples are not changeable as circun stances,

but immnutable as the laws of nature. There

will be found, on close inspection, n striking

correspondence between the Old and New Tes-
taments.  Uod's goud will is taught in the for-
mer; as well as in the latter, and lose to our

malignity, or even 1ts existence, to scaffola | €0CIies is enjoined in the one, as in the other.

scenes  These scenes afford opportunity for 1its
fearful mamiestation, but 1t 1s gratuitous to al-
firtn that they are productive of 1ts rifencss —
Admitting that they do, 1t would only be a per-
version of a good ; and what good has not been
perverted 7 The sabbath—the Bible—tho inwn
istry, are amongst our highest spiritual bles-
sings, but they are the owcasion of the most
fearful evils. A pubhc exccuuon produces a
deep and salutary influence on multitudes who
witness it, and on far greater numbess who
never witness it. This opinion, we think, is
fully confirmed by the testimony of many, and
by the facts of the case. Mr S.'says, “It may
inspire many with an abhorance of those crimes
which lead to such a dismal cnd, anl of 2l the
courses  ahich terminate in the chambus of
death  Itmay anaken the mori! sense of gl
titudes , especially if they are acyuainted with
the Bible, and have learned from it that Gud
as well as man, corderans the murderer t, lose
his lifs. I have no douht I might appeal to the
experience of thousands, it such has not bee
its influcnce in their case—if' it Jid not prodace
in their youthful broasts a deep sense of the
flly and turpitude of sin, and cautribute to
cherish in them prin.iples and furlings caleulated
to fortify them against temptation ™ 'The dark
and mysterious sympathies with death, and
that horrible fascination attendant on a public
execution, to urge and allure to the comniission
of murder, spoien of so oracularly by Mr. Dick-
ens, we cannot loolt upon in uay other light
than a dexterous piece of special plending.  Fle
says it shadows out a metaph,sical truth, but
to us it appears so shadowy an! intangibly, as
to be unworthy of the name of reasaning or
sound arzament.  Mr 8§ has noticrl the Lpin
ions of Mr Dickens at length, but any fu, they
refereace to them wortd be the work of hasing
shadows. We eschrw all attempts to seitle o
theological question by the adoption of expedi
ency, rather than by the deductions of Scrip
tare. In the gathering of patricts and phitan
thropists in  Exeter hall, (0 advorate the aboli-
tion of death punishment, leng speeches were
inflicted on the anditory full of denun_iations
against this part of our penal code, but having
a Inmentable lack of scriptural argument—al
most the perlect absenee of appeai to inspiration
Another objection we were not prepared to
expect from men who combat our gpinions so
valiantly from the Bible. viz, ¢ The ofd Tlestn
ment approves of the institutinn of Javery  We
find laws for tho express regulation of this do-
N\, mestic institution, as the Amerirans ealls it —
\\Now wo do not say that slavery is expressly
vondemned. in the New Testoment  Locking
\{ely to the letter of the epistles, we should
\hat siaveholders have o c{)ivir:o warrant for
\
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\

\

[he prayers of David fur his enemies, it is af-
firmed, are contrary to the genius of the guspel ,
and stand out yn contrast w the mild and be-
nignant statements of the Saviour.  Bat et the
New Testament be examined, and its prayers
will be found as fearful in commination, as any
in the Old.  “If any man love not the Liord Je-
sus Christ, let him be acenrsed.” ¢ Alexander,
the coppersmith, did me no evi!: the Lord re-
ward him accorling to his works.” Much con-
fusion has arisen on this topic from not distin-
guishing between benevolence and complacency.
“The nne is due to all men, whatever be their
character, so long as there is any possibility or
hape of their becorning the friends of God : the
other ic not, hut requires to be founded on char-
acter  The Old Testament writers, being un-
der a  dispeasation  distinguished by awful
threatenings against sin, dwell mostly upon the
latter, avowing their love to those who loved
God, and their hatred to those who hated him,
the New Testament writers living under a dis-
pensntion distingnished by its tender merey to
sinners, dwell  mastly upon  the former - “but
neither ot thees principles is inconsistent with
the ather. Woe nay bear the utimost good-will
to men as the rreatres of God, nad as being
within the limits of hope; whife yet, considered
as the Lord's enemiez; we abhor them® Our
Liard ponred out the most terrible denunciations
against the scribes and pharisees, threatening
them with the damnation of hell ; but in rela-
tion to the same people, when he saw their cora-
ing and accumulating miseries, he tenderly
wept over them The apostles applied the aw-
ful prophecies of Isainh to the unbelieving Jows:
“Gn unto this people, and say, Hearing, ye
shall hear, and shall not wnderstand ; and sep.
ing. ye shall see, and shall not pereeive” &e |
& And yet the same apnstle declares, that
be bad areat heaviness and cantinual sorrow in
his heart on their behalf “I'he abhorrence of
the wickedness on the ane hand. and the benev-
olence towards the people auilty of this wicked-
ness on the other, were perfectly compatible —
Ifa ereature is a confirmed raeny to God, as
devils and lost souls, true benevolence wifl cease
to manvit over themn, as it would imply a veflee-
tion upon the Creator 1t is on this principle
that Aaron was forbidden to mourn over his
sdns, Nadab and Abhi, and that Sumuel was
reproved for mourning over Saul.

Many opponents of eapital punishment are
influcnced; we cannot but think, by mistaken
views of the divine character. They do not
contemplate the whole of it.  ‘Thoy have fallen
it~ theeerror ¢fa large elass of men, who ar-
satisfied with a vory defectivo induction, wher
profassing o esllect the particnlers, and to in
terpret the facts by which itis displayed, ‘This

ciuss, o0 gurveying the worke of Giod, sl ot thy
graud and tha beautiful, the lovely and the fair,
ull genius is enkiadled, und sensibility iz de-
lighted  With emotinng of this character they
nse to a contemplation of the Creator, amd 1n
vest him with  correspunding  atreibutes, and
tnek of bin as a Being possessed only of wis-
dom, bemguity, and tenderness  They dwell
upon the more pleasing and attractive pertee
tons of his character, to the nealest of those
wheeh are equally cssentinl  and which are
adapted to inspire us wat, awe and fear.  The
same error they comimt in consulting the Bible,
"They read, with all possible complaceney, the
passages which speak of the patience, the good-
ness, and the merey of God,  They are delight.
ed with these representations which attribute to
him the tenderness of the father, and the munifi-
cence of the prince, but they overlaok the pas-
rages which speak of the c?z}ims of tho sover-
eign, and the functions of the judge ; and ex
libit hum as hating sin with a* perfect hatred,
and as resolved vot to pass by the transpres-
sions of men with impunity. This partial con-
ception of the divine character is fraught with
some danger, leading men to dehght in crea-
tions of their vwn fancy; and putling out of
sight all the attributes of the Creator, save those
which have a soothing, tranquilizing irfluence

Wiih this class of religionists we do not intend
to place all the opponents of capital punish-
ment, but, in relation to the guestion in hand,
the erronecus conclusions of both classes we
look upon as cognate ia their character  Our
views are embodied in Mr 8's pamphlet, and
with the style of illusiration and the leading
thoughts we generally concur,  We should have
been glad to see some portious a little more am-
plified, and the whole essay possess a little more
compactness. In its present shape, (and a sc-
cond edition might be ua enlargement,) it is a
calm, dispassionate exposition of an important
opular question ; abounding in sound theolog-
ical statements, and put forth in the sprit of
fairness and candour, 'The arguments are
drawn from the Scriptures, and are conccived
and recorded by one perfectly familiar, and
deeply imbued with the love of truth. ‘Their
great value arises from their scriptural complex-
ion; and on this account we deem the werk a
timely contribution towards the settlemnent of a
purely scriptural question, and as corrective of a
prevailing tendency in the benevolent porlions
of snciety to arrive at bold conclusions, on moral
and religious subjects without the aid of the Bi-
ble. Datriotic men, in efforts for the improve

ment of mankind, ast too much on the principle
of expediency; as if every other consideration
should give way to this; and the general tuno
of the more healthy departments of periodical
literature is favorable tu ineasures for the ame

lioration of man, though they should leave ont
of sight the honor and glory of Gor.  We could
heartily wish the opponents of capital punish

ment o moot the question as fairly, as deliber

a*cly, and as deveutly as Mr. S. has done, and,
with pages purged of all painful levity and of-
fensive dogmacisin, we shall see truth honored
and established.

TITHES.
(From L'Avenir (ranslated in the Montreal Gazelle.)

A correspondent of L’ Avenir says:—“ My
adversaties have advarced that the Cures, after
having taken irom the tithes, what was neces-
sary for them to live upon, have generally em-
ployed the remainder in building and sustain-
ing colleges, in founding other houses of educa-
tion, endowing charity hospitals, &c. 1 think
that I have sofficiently established that the rev-
enues of the Cures have been very little applied
lo theseends. But if what isadvanred by my
adversaries were true, 1 could still plead the ab-
ulition of the tithes, as much because the system
is unjust in utself, and also, as I have already
shown that it gives the clergy an undue influ-
cnce, which it has already so much abused to
the misfortune of the country. . *
The desire to rule which the clergy hasalways
aud everywhere shown, has caused it never to
reglect this powerful means of influence. Tt
has even dared to pretend that the direction of
education belongs to it as a divine right. In
effect, by eans of* education which will best
subserve it, and of maiotaining itsempire over
the taasses.  Our professors ia the college hold
np the absolute form of government as the only
good, just, equitable, ratinaal, because, say they,
1t approaches nearest to the patriarchal formn,
and that it is the most trie image of the govern.
ment of God himself? * * *  The
Catholic clergy of Canada is already mnch too
rich. 'The Seminaries of Quebec and Montreal
possess, besides their inmense properties in the
aties, four or five seigniories; the Bishops have
also their large propertiecs. The properties oc-
cupied by the Jesuits, the Oblats. the Freres of
the christian doctrine, thosc of St. Viator, and
St. Joseph, by diflerent collegiate corporations,
by the Ursnlines, the Grey Sisters, by the Sis-
ters of the Sacred Heart, of the Good Pastor of
the Provideace of Tongueuil, &c., are immense,
It will be objected perhaps, that pars of these
properties belang to comiunities of women, but
it is well koown that they are under the imme-
dintet influence of the clergy. They yet speak
of foanding more of these religious communities,
and where is-tue curo not ondeavoring to found

a school of brothers and sisters in his parish?
L ] . * @ [ ]

Lrepeatititis notvdacation which they wish,
but domination, by a menns which kas the ap.
pearance of edueation  I'hey fear the hght and
the meaans the clergy employ to hinder i, i3 to
sprend such o sert ol education os suils then,
‘they fear the light because that will bhring ex-
anination and mahe the poople think for then-
sclves. and that it will briig hiberty, as only 1.
nor it people are slaves * % ¢ ¢ | fave
brard 3t said from e pulpit. that the child
which knows its Catechism, kuows nore than
Soeiates, lato, Cieero, and Vibgil ¢ ¢ o
¢ Do the children recaive in these establish-
ments for the most part, a proper education for
the wants of ovr society * * Every ¢ uhightened
man will say no T know they will cry cal-
utnny on reading that the priests are the ene-
mies of educaticn, but I ¢nn show with the M-
langes Religievr v my hand that they have
dared to preach ignorance even in that sheet "

The writer then takes his reader to ancient
times, and shows that the effect of priestly in-
fluence has always been to keep the people in
ignorance, in order that the priests mght the
beteer fatten upon them. This the writer ar-
rues, the Roman Catholic priests of Lower
Caonada are desirous of doing, and have done.
Ho also treats of the atrocities and religious
persecutions of the middle of BLurope. He says:
—*The history of the popedom during n sertes
ofages, is the history of every crime which dis-
honors humanity. Mave we not seen popes
pretend to universal emjure, put their interdists
upon kingdoms, unbind subjccts from their oath
of filelity, and all this while preaching passive
obedience? * * * * ©The clergy of tho
middle ages came very near eflacing every
trace of the Roman civiliztiton ; philosophers
were arrested, and at alinost every step they
took, persecuted. * * * * Strange thing,
while teaching that the Bible was the word of
God, they prevented the people from reading it,
under the pretext that they would not be able
to understand it; as if God bad not been able
to express himself clearly ! Readers of the Bi-
ble were even burned under Henry V. of Eng.
land, at the requisition of the clargy, whom he
had ‘an interest in conciliating. Queen Mary
followed Ins example burned those with whom
the Bible was found. We know that the read-
ing of this book is not only permitted among
protestants, but that among them it is even a
duty to read it. This duty has been, for them,
a fertile source of mugress, beeause it has in-
stzucted them. Tt is there without any doubt ig
to be, found the unique cause of the incontesta-
ble superiority of Protestant vver Catholic na-
tions.  As they (the clergy) object to the read-
iug of the Bible, they might with stronger rea-
son object to the reading of the philusophers,
and above all those who permitted themselves
to treat pf the doings aud mavagement of the
clergy. And itis the same thing tv day that,
{rom the pulpits, and by religious and sem-reli-
givus journals, objections are raised against the
reading of L' Avenir.

“FOR WE ARE NOT IGNORANT OF HIS.
. DEVICES.”

One of the favorite devices of “the father of
lies” is to link temptatinn to a good object, and,
indeed, in no other way could he -so readily
overcome those who wish to act conscientiously.
The leading of men into avarice under pretence
of providing for their famihes, and 1nto inten-
perance under colowof drinking healths and
showing Inendship. are famihar Mlustrations of
the poticy to which we alluded ; but there are
some developements of the same fatally success-
ful policy going on aroand us just now, to-which
as they are not so famhar, we consider it our
duty more especially to direct attention.

OF these, the Toronto Railroad Lottery is the
first to claim notice, because the most gigantic
and astounding  That the Legwslature of a
country in the first place, and the capital of
that county in the second, could lend themselves
to such a stupendous gambling transaction, is
to us incomprehensible, though it needs no seer
to foretel that all really conscientious men, will,
at no distant day, deeply regret any part that
they may takein it: nay, we might say all men,
for in such transactions it is nsually only one
or two who are gainers.  Our present business
is not, however 10 oppose the turpitude of this
scheme—that we think is patent—but to show
that but for the really good object in view,
namely, the construction of a railway to devel-
ap the resnurces of the country and ineregse the
prosperity of the capital, no schemer, however
plausible dextrous and persevering, conld have
drawn the public into a transaction, which is
not only sheer gambting ia hself, but calcula-
ted to sanction and encourage all other kinds of
gambling throughout *he country.

But whilst observing the snares which entrap
people ata distance. it will not do to shut our
eyes to those at our own door, among which we
are under the necessity of including the Mechan-
ic's Festival about to be held. The ostensible
object of this celebration is excellent, namely,
to rncourage and develop the mechaniral gening
and industry of the city,and to gratify the hon-
est pride of merit. by a deserved meed of praise .
but the chief object with many is, we have
reason {o fear, the ball which bHows, and which
is kept up for the greater part of the night with
all the evil tendencies that usually accompany
such questionable amusements, * * ¢




