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THUI<SDAY, SEPTE!ME1R 2ND..

Meeting at Dalhousie Library, i i ar.
r. Discussion on uniformity in registration and indexing or titles to ]and.
2 General business.
3. Afternoon, at 3 o'clock, meeting at Studley quoit grounds, as guests of

Studiey Quoit Club.
Alter the reading of the minutes, and the Treasurer s report, the President

delivered his annual address as follows
GENTLEFMIN,-*rhis '5 the first timTe, ince its foundation, that the

Canadian Blar Association iieets in regular convention, and its history is brief.
During the course of the Suminer of 1896 the menibers of the associatin

gathered together in the cit)' of Montreal fur the purpose of discussing the
project and laing the foundcations of our society. Representatives carne frorn
every part of Canada, and the bars of every province were, I may be alloved
to say, brilliantly represented. The idea of forming one grand aIssociation of
the nmembers of ail the bars ini Canada %vas not a new. one. For several years
this idea had taken hold in the mindi of a large nuniber, but, until then,
circumbtances had flot arisen to bring about the accomplishrnent of the project.

l'le bar of the United States hadi just met in Saratoga. l'le importance
of the labors of their convention, the weighty questions which were then dis-
cussed, %%hi!e adding new lustre tu the Ainerican bar, attracted public attention,
flot only on this continent, but also in the couniries of Europe. The bar on
that occasion had fully dernonstratedi its power and its worth. England did
not disdain to be represented at that meeting by a man who lias no superioir in
the ranks of the Englibh bar, the distinguishied laNyer, and nlow an en-inent
Judge, Lord RusEell.

The renown of that meeting, and the exainple ?iven, there cati he no
doubt, contributed a gond deal to deterniine the initiative taken by the leading
lawyers of Canada of inviting the memibers of ail the bars to a general con-
vention in Montreal.

The idea of fornvng our association was not, hov'ever, carried out without
meeting obstacles on the part ci certain lawyers A fear existed in the mincis
of sonme of the lawyers of the Quebec bar that our association would ultimately
undertake to impose uniformity of legislation on the people of Canada, and
that the old French laws, to which the bar and the people of the province of
Quebec are so lprofoundly attached, would be %viped out. Our friends of
Quehec did not conceal their fears. The result was that our firat convention
mwas the witness of a lon g and animated dscussion on the subject. This dis-

r cussion, howvever, clearly proved that there wvas no intention anywhere to
abolish our laws, and that, in any case, if our association desiied lu do so, it
would be unable to succeed,

r l'lihe question once settled, the members of the bar joined the nmovemient,
and applauded the creation of our association. To-fday frorn one e.nd, of
Canada to the other, the bar fully recognizes the need of such an association,
and inds in its object nothing but that is praiseworthy ; noîhing but that
deserves the approbation and the encouragement of ail.

What is, indeed, the object of our association ? It is to make of our bar a
bar still greater. It is to create among aIl its mnembers, wbose minds have
been given to the sanie studies, whoqe tartes are similar, whose education bias
been directed on the same lines, wbose intelleCtUal culture bias brouglit
together in the same world of ideas, it is, 1 repeat, to create between theii,
insîead of purely, professional relations, strong bonds of warin *iendýthip. Otîr
amni, then, can be resumed. in one thoughî, %vhich is altogether m tbe inîerest of
civil society, and of agreeable social relations.

Our society hias not only received the approbation of the militant portion
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