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How the Comforter Came.
(Continued from Page 7.)

My baby is very ill. He has always been
8o bright and strong that I am sure this can-
. mot be anything really .erious. Besides, he is

all that I have, and God will not take him

from me.

“The doctor looks grave, and mother turns
away her eyes every time they meet mine. I
will not ask them what they think. I dare
not.’

‘Baby is unconscious. Mother tried to tell
we this morning that the doctor has no hope.
Where is God? Doesn’t He care? Isn’t He very
kard toward me to take my one dear little
child? O God, please don’t take my baby!
Don’t don’t!’

‘L have lain all night in an agony of dark-
ness and pain. 1t seems to me as if there is
o hand with great iron fingers elutching at my
heart—a savage, cruel hand. I crept in to see
little Leonard, and he was delirious, and tried
to “pat-a-cake, baker’s man,” and to say,
“Mam-mam-mam.” Oh, if I might go with
bim! Aunt Ellen sat there with mother.
She has lost three babies, and she understands.
“Katherine,” she said, “God is Love.” It
sounded to me like rain on the roof, so far
from my heart.”

‘“God is Love.” It isn’t Aunt Ellen’s voice
now. I have heard it over and over all this
terrible day. I read once somewhere that the
will of God i8 the most beautiful thing in the
universe. I don’t want to rebel against Love.
I will try to say, “Thy will be done.””

‘I've said it and said it, and the agony is
just as awful. I think Jesus Christ must be
sorry for me. I'll get my New Testament and
read how He wept when Lazarus died. . . .

" Somehow it reads to me as if He did not weep
ec much for their grief (why should He when

He knew that they would soon have their bro-

ther again?) as for the lack of faith there.
Lord, help my unbelief!’

‘Job’s word comes to me with new meaning:
«phe Lord gave, and the Lord taketh away.
Blessed be the name of the Lord.” The Spirit
says to me, “Isn’t God just ae.good to you in
the taking as He was in the giving?” I must

pelieve that He is. “When your baby came to

you,” goes on the inner voice, “you blessed
God. Why not do the same now? Can you
not eay, ‘Blessed be the name of the Lord#»
1 am almost shocked at the suggestion. Must
1 praise God for taking my boy?

‘Again the still small voice: “Is God dealing
awith you in love?’ “Yes” “Is Hie will alto-
gether best both for you and your baby?”
“Yes,” my mind assents, but not my aching
heart. ‘Can you not praise Him then? Is not
the love of God infinitely stronger than even
mother-love?””’

‘It seems to me that the Spirit has eet be-
fore me an almost impossinle task. 1 am not
willing to mourn. I cling to the epirit of
heaviness. Again that gentle pleading, “Daugh-
ter, will you say, ‘Blessed be the name of the

Lord?” Lord, there is no strength in me;
* but T am willing to feel just as Thou wouldst
have me. I know that Thou art Love. Yes, I

will say it even though my heart is torn asun-
der: “Blessed be the name of the Lord!”’
‘A beam of light has crept into the dark-
ness, a strain of heavenly music, a breath of
ireffable peace. The light increases, the music
“ccmes nearer and grows sweeter, the peace
flows in like a river. I begin to understand.
The Comforter is a Person just as really as
Jesus Christ is a Person. He was standing
just outside a barred door—the door of praise.
Thank God, I have unfastened that door, and
He whom the Father sent in the name of
Jesus has come in! Oh, I can say it now!
Blessed, thrice blessed, be the name of the
Lord?’ ; : S
‘L have been sitting for several hours with

'~ my dear child. He does not know me; but

the agony is all gone from my soul. I can

trust and not be afraid! Oh, how real is the
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Unseen! How beautiful the will of the Fa-
ther’!

‘What a marvellous work “to give the oil of
joy for mourning!” I have looked up the pas-
sage in the word, and I have never noticed be-

4 fore why He does it, but it tells so plainly,

“that He may be glorified.” That matches so
6weetly with another verse: “He that offereth
praise glorifieth Me.” The enemy tries to
steal away my joy. He says that people will
think strangely of me, and perhaps my very
¢wn will not understand; but I will not close
the door that let in the Comfotter.

‘The good Shepherd came for my lamb last
night. He bindeth up the wounds of the brok-
en-hearted. The Word says so, and 1 know
it is true, for the Comforter reveals it ‘o me.
Faith spans the gulf vetween the now and then.
He who is caring for my husband and baby is
caring for me. We all live in His presence.’

I laid down the book, and we all sat silent
a while on that Thanksgiving evening. Then
father said, ‘Let us pray.’

As we knelt together he began to praise God
quietly for His promises, for His grace, for a
Saviour who hae brought life and immortanity
to light, for eternal life, for the Holy Spirit,
for our very sorrows. And, word for word,
mother and I prayed with him, though our
lips were gilent; and as our hearts united in
praise the clouds that had hung so heavy above
cur heads parted, and the glory of the Lord
shone in upon us, and we were comforted in-
deed. We, too, had unlocked the iron gate of
sorrow 'with the key of praise, and lo, the
Comforter came!—Christian Advocate.’
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 BABY'S OWN £

every week at the ‘Witness' Building, at the corner of Craig
and St. Peter streets, in the sity of Montreal, by John
Redpath Dougall and Frederick Eagens Dougall, both of
Montreal.

All business communications should be addressed ‘John
Dougall & Bon,’ and sll letters to the editor should be
addressed Editor of the * Northern Messenger.’

E A R thisbeautiful Silver
: Nickel Stem Wind
Watch. We want to introduce our
late popular music in homes every-
where. This music is beautifully
lithographed in colors with artistic
title pages and will sell at sight, and
includes some of the best songs ever
|| written. We will send you free 26
copiesassorted to retail at 10c. each,
When sold return the $2.50 to us,
and we will positively send you this
beautitful watch—a watch you will
be proud of,
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For the Busy Mother.

In ordering patterns from catalogue, please
quote page of catalogue a3 weil as number of
pattern, and size.

A YOUNG GIKL.

: The jaunty and serviceable covert cloth
Jacket promises to continue in favor muen
during the coming season. 'T'his one is in hip
length and is  semi-itting. ‘I'he two-piece
sleeve is in regulation coat style, and a roll-
Ing collar of brown velvet timshed by a tat
braid, affords stylish neck completion, but if
preferred the collar may be of the material.
Jersey, cheviot, serge and broadecloth are all
suitable for reproduction. Kor a girl of n-
teen years, two yards of 44-inch material will
be required. Sizes for 15, 16, and 17 years.
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PATTERN COUPON.
Pleasg send the abeve-mentioned pat-
tern as per directions given below.
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N.3.—Be sure to cut.out the illustration
and send with the coupon, carefully filled
out. The_ pattern will reach you in about a
week from date of your order, Price 10
cents, postal note, or stamps. Address,
Northern Messenger, Pattern Department,
‘Witness’ Block, M



