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During the voyue the officers of
! | the ship also heard that a German raid-
i I in the Indian Ocean, had
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CLIFFORD
ON THE
CONFRONT PEOPLE OF CANADA.
OTTAWA, July 23—Declaring that

the return to power of Sir Wilfrid

Laurier would mean the end of Can-

ada’s participation in the war Sir Clif-

ford Sftom has addressed a powerful
open letter to Senator Bostock, liberal
leader in the senate, urging the forma-
tion of a union government. Coming
from one who was formerly minister
of the interior in the Laurier adminis-
tration, and whose defection from his
party in 1911 contributed so much to
defeat reciprocity, the letter, abound-
ing ir terse, cutting sentences that piti-
lessly expose the weakness o f Sir
Wilfrid Laurier’s position, has created
a profound sensation here. The letter
is as follows:
“My Dear Bo-!ock——wm you permit
an onlooker to P his
views on {HE ; present grave crisis in
the affairs of Canada.

“As the leader of the liberal party
in the senate, you will shortly be call-
ed upom to deal with the Military Ser-
vice Bill You and your colleagues will

VE SITUATION PHAT |hoped that Sir Wilfrid Laurier, if he

could not join a union government,
would agree to an extension of the
life of parliameéut so as to permit the
Borden government to get on with its
war policy. To the profound regret of
imany thousands of his bést friends he
has decided upon another course. I
have no criticism to offer upon his
course, nor anything except respectful
sympathy for the difficulties of his pos-
ition.

_“The facts, however, must be squarely
faced. The meaning of Sir Wilfrid’s
atitude and that of his principal sup-
porters in Quebec is that they have de-
termined to force an election on the
single, issue of conscription. Read the
speeches which are daily being deliv-
ered and you find their policy in affect
is:

“1—No conscription.

“2—No more men. No more money.
“If Sir Wilfrid is retwrned to power
in the approaching election, #wo-thirds
of his folowers.in parliament will be
pledged to the hilt against conscription
And plednd to the hilt against any but
y and ineffective participa-

be Faced with a grave ibility.

“The world is in the final stages of
a death grapple. Mo such dire and
fearfull tragedy has ever before oc-
curred in the known: history of man-

tion throughout the world have rallied
for a\last desperate struggle.  The
fate of liberty, human rights and fres

hile Quebec scornfully refuses either
odern civilization, are at stal®’ The|™
:m: is still altogether undecided, and | t0 SUBMt to. conseription or o recruit.

hangs in the balance.

“We have 80,000 men in the fghting be left stranded and will dwindle and

line. It is not more than' our share.
Their numhbers are being daily dimin-
ished by death and casualties of war.

They are-driven to the utmost of their ‘mot  allow him to prosecute the war.

phnichl powers by lack of reserves.

ln the war. Then:
“1—There will be no conseription in
Quebec.
“—~Under these circumstances it will
be obviously ‘impossible to raise
troops in the other portions of Canada.
Imagine a Laurier government trying
to raise troops in the other provinces

“4—Our regiments at the front will
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as an force.

“The predominating and controlling
element behind Sir Wilfrid Laurier will

No one  who has the dl(h.ut experi-
ience of 1i
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. “1 am confident. that I voice the senti- | F1usion.
mients of mauy thousards of Canadans

when 1 say t} at at this supreme moment

we care pothing for Borden or Lauvies,
conscivation or liberalisni. - The over-|*re hostile, or lukewarm in regard to

Mehaliiag Intboréanen.of. the crlm b the war, together with certain of the

Canada can honestly ulnuy this con-
“It is said that a great eﬂart is to be

made to unpite behind a “solid Quebec”
all the elements in the populatjon who

larger busi who feel that conscrip-

solutely cbliterates all ns
of persuns or parties,
“The only th‘ that matters is:

“I4To put_eyery possible ounee of made to return Sir Wilfrid to power.
w'lﬂl,ﬁ power with men,

foree into oyr
guhs and munitions in order to help the
allies to win, the yictory for liberty.

“%—To stand by our men at the front
and give them abwmdant reinforcements
unﬂ,mudmcofuuandm
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oM made many mistakes. Probably it has.

tion, will joterfere with  operations.
Thus a dcterm;ned effort is "té be

“What will be the result of this effort
if it succeeds? How is the war to be
carried on. with vigor by a pailiament-
ary pnrt,y which is controlled by a Iml-
tile majority? -
“To ask these questions is to answer
them. With Sir Wilfrid in power the
anti-war party of Quebec will dictate |
his policy. It iu dictating his policy
Rnow., e A

“It is uld that the |qv¢mment has

All the othei war governments made
mistakes. To err is human. It is, said
that more skilful piloting would have
avoded this crisis. Perhaps it wonld.
It is hatd to say. On tHe other hand,
it is alleged that Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
had he chosen to de so, when applied
to, could have found a way out of the
difficulty. It may be so! it is easy to
criticise.
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