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GOD’S POWER AND MERCY-
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PILLARS OF SMOKE. morsf,ie miecees o, St o

and let down the most of the carload
of passengers to instant death, Mr.
P. P. Bliss was seated on one side
of the aisle of the car writing down
a Christian song avhich he was com-
posing, and on the other side a group
of men were playing cards. Whose
landing® place in eternity would you
prefer—that of P. P. Bliss, the gos-
pel singer, or of the card players?
A great complaint comes from the
theatres about the ladies’ high hats
of
the stage, and a lady: reporter asked
me what I thought about it, and I
told ber that if the indecent pictures
of actresses in the show windows
were accurate pictures of what goes

#hrough which the truth has strug-
.gled are by Dr. Talmage here set
forth under a Bible symbol of great .
-muggestiveness and power;  text, :
Bolomon’s Song iii, 6, ‘“Who is this
that cometh out of the wilderness
like pillars of smoke?’’

The architecture of the smoke is
‘wondrous, whether God with his
finger curves it into a eloud, or

rounds it into a dome, or points it
in a spire, or sprecads if in a wing,
or, as in the text, hoists it in a
pillar. Watch it winding up from the
eountry farmhouse in the early morn-

ing, showing that the pastoral in-
dustries have begun, or see it as-
eending from the chimneys of the
city, telling of the homes fed, the
factories turning out valuable fab-

rics, the printing presses preparing
book and newspaper, and all the 10,-
©00 wheels of work in motion. On a
clear day this vapor 8poken of
mounts with such buoyancy and
spreads such a delicate ¥&il across
the sky and traces such graceful
lines of circle and semicircle and
waves and tosses and sinks and soars
and scatters with such affluence = of
shape and color and suggestiveness
" never

that if you  have no-
RQiced it you are like a -man
who has all his Tlife * lived ]

in Paris and yet never scen the Lux-
smbourg, or all his life in Rome and
mever seen thc Vatican, or all His
life at Lockport and never seen Nia-
gara. Forty-four times. the Bible
speaks of the smoke, and it is about
time that somebody preached a sor- |
mon recognizing this strange, weird,
beautiful, elastic, charming, terrific
and fascinating vapor. Across the
Bible sky fioats the smoke of Sinai,
the smoke of Sodom, the smoke of
Ai, the smoke of the pit, the smoke
of the volcanic hills when God touch-
es them, and in my text the glor-
jous church of God coming up out of
the wilderpess like pillars of smoke.

the first place, these' pillars of.

lering the church of God has endured.
What do I mean by the Church? I
mean not a building, not a sect, but
‘those who in all ages and all lands
-and of all beliefs love God and are
“rying to  do right. For many - cen-
urics the heavens have  bhoen black
‘ith the smoke of martyrdom. If sct
s by side, you could girdle the

Rowland Taylor burned at Hadleigh;

Latimer burned at Oxford, John
Rogers burned at Smithfield, John
Hooper burned at Gloucester, John

Huss burned at Constance, Lawrence
Baunders burned at Coventry, Joan
-of Arc burned at Rouen.

Catholicism as well as Protestant-
4am has had its martyrs. It does
scem as if when any one sect got
pomplete domination -in ; any land
the devil of persecution and cruelty
‘took possession of that sect. Then
-gee the Catholics after the Hugue-
‘nots. See the gentiles after the Jews
.in Touraine, where a great pit was
dug and fire lighted at the bottom
«of the pit, and 160 Jewish victims
were consumed. See the ‘Preshyterian
Parliament c¢f England, more tyran-
mical in their treatment of oppounents
#han had been the criminal courts.
Persecution against the' Baptists by
Paedo-Baptists. Perseccution of the
Established church against the Me-
thodist church Persecution against
ithe Presbyterians.. Under Emperor
Diocletian 144,000 Christians were
mmassacred, and 700,000 more of
tRem died from banishment and ex-
posure. : :

Witness the sufferings of the Wal-
denses, of the Albigenses, of the Nes-
torians. Witness St. Bartholomew’s
massacre. Witness the Duke of Alva
driving out of life 18,000 Christians.
Witness Herod and Nero and Decius
and Hildebrand and Torquemads and
Earl of Montfort and Lord Claver-
house, who, when told that he must
give account for his cruelties, said :
*I have no need to account to man,
and, as for God, T will take him in
my own hands.” A Ted linc runs
#hrough the church history of 1,900 |
years, a line of blood. Not by the
hundreds of thousands, but by the
millions must we count those slain
for Christ’s sake.: No  wonder
John Milton put the groans of the
:marfyrs to an immortal - tune,
‘writing:

Avenge, O Lord, thy
saints, whose boncs

Lie scattered on the Alpine mount-
ains cold.

slaughtered

The smoke of martyrs’ homes and |
martyrs’ bodies if rolling up all at'
once would have eclipsed the noon-
day sun and turned the brightest day
the world ever saw into a midnight.
““Who is this that cometh up out of
the wilderness like pillars of smoke?”’

Hus peresecution ceased? Ask that
young man who is trying to be a
Christian in a store or factory,
where from morning to night he is
the butt of all the mean witticisms
.of unbelicving employes. Ask that
wife whose husband makes her fond-
ness for the house of God and even
her kneeling prayver by the bedside a
derision and is no more fit for her
holy companionship thab a filthy cow
would be a fit companion for a robin
or a golden oriole. Compromise with
the world<and surrender to its con-
wentionalities and it may let you
alone, but all who will live godly in
Jesus Christ must suffer persecution.
Be a thecatre going, card playing,
wine drinking, round dancing Christ-
ifan, and you may escape criticism
and social pressure. DBut be an up
and down, out and out follower of
Christ, and worldling will wink ' to
worldling as he speaks your name,
and you will be put in many a-dog-
gerel and snubbed by those not

on in many of the theatres night by
night then it would be well if the
ladies” hats were a mile high, so as
to completely obstruct the vision. If
professed Christians go to such places
during the week, no one will ever
persecute them for their religion, for
they bave none, and fhey are the
joke of hell. But let them live a con-
secrated and Christian life, and they
will soon run against sneering oppo-
sition.

For a compromise Christian chat-
acter an easy time now, but for con-
secrated behavior grimace and cari-
cature. For the body, thanks to the
God of free America, there are now
no swords or fiery stakes, but for
the souls of thousands of the good,
in a figurative sense, rack and gibbet
and Torquemada. The symbol of the
domestic and social and private and
public suffering of a great multitude
of God’'s dear children, pillars of
smoke. What an exciting scene in
India when during the Sepoy rebel-
lion a regiment of Highlanders camo
up and found the dead body of one
of General Whecler's daughters, who
had been insulted and mauled and
slain by the Sepoys. So great was
the Wrath against these murderers
that the Scotch regiment sat down,

and, cutting off the hair of this dead-:

daughter of General Wheelet, they
divided it among them, and each one
cqunted the number of hairs given
him, and each took an oath, which
was executed, that for each hair of
the murdered daughter they - would

: dash eut the life_of a’bestial Sepoy.

But as we look over the story of
those who in all ages’ have suffered
for the truth, while we leave ven-
geance to the Lord, let us band to
gether in one solemn vow, one tre
mendous oath, after having counted
the host of martyrs, that for each
one of these glorious men and wo-
men who died for the truth an im-
mortal shal} live—live with God and
live forever.

Btt, as I already hinted in the first
sentence of this sermon, nothing can
be mcre beautiful than the figures of
smoke of a clear sky. You can see
what you will in the contour of this
volatile vapor, now enchanted cas-
tles, now troops of horsemen, now
bannered proce:sion, now winged
couricrs, now a black angel of wrath
under a spear of the sunshine turned
to an angel of light, and now from

| horizon to horizon the air is a pic-

ture gallery filled with masterpieces
of whicl, God is the artist, morning
clouds of smoke born in the sunrise
and evening clouds of smoke laid in
the burnished scpulchers of the sun-
set.

The beauty’ of the transfigured
smoke is a divine symbol of the
beauty of the church. The fairest of
all the fair is he. Do not call those
persecutors of whom I spoke the
church. They are the parasites of
the church, not the church iteelf. Her
mission is to cover the earth with a

supernatural gladness, to open all
prison doors, to balsam all the
wounds, to moss all the graves, to

burn up the night in the fireplace of
a great morning, to change iron hand-
cuffs into diamonded wristlets, to
turn the whole race around, and
whereas it faced death commanding
it, ‘“‘Right about face for heaven!’’
According to the number of the spires
of the churches in all our cities,
towns and neighborhoods, are the
good homes, the worldly prosperitics,
and the pure morals, and the happy
souls.

Meet me at any depot the world
over, and with my eyes closed take
me by the hand and lead me so that
my feet will not stumble, and with-
out my once looking down or looking

‘on the level take me to some high

roof or tower and let me see the
tops of the churches, and I will tell
you the proportion of suicides, of
arsons, of murdders, of thefts. Ac~
cording as the churches are numer-
ous are the crimes few. According
as the churches arc few the crimes
are numerous. The most beautiful
organization the world ever saw or
ever will see is thc much maligned
church, the friend of all good, the foe
of all evil,” ‘“‘fair as the moon and
clear as the sun.”” Beautiful in her
Author, beautiful in her mission, the
heroine of the centuries, the bride of
Christ, the quecen of the nations!
You lying and hypocritical world,
shut up those slanders about the
church of Christ, an institution
which, far from being what it ought
to be, and ncver . pretending to be
perfect, is 500 times better than any
other institution that the world ever
saw or cver drcamed of. The high-
est honor I ever had, and the high-
est honor I shall ever rcceive, and
the highest honor I ever want is to
have my name on her records as a
member. At her altars I repented.
At her sacraments I believed. In her
gservice let me die. From her doors
let me be buried. O church of God!
Thou home of the righteous! Thou
harbor from {empest! Thou refuge
for the weary! Thou lighthouse of
many natioas! Thou type of heaven!

I could kiss thy very dust with
ecstacy of affection.
Victor Hugo in his book entitled

““Ninety-three,”” says: ‘‘Nothing calm-
or fhan smoke, but nothing more
startling. There are peaceful sriokes,
and there are evil ones. The thick-

ness and color of a line of smoke
make the whole difference bhetween
war and peace, between fratermty

and hatred. The whole happiness of
man or his complete misery is some-
times expressed im this thin vapor
which the mind scatters at will.,""
The great Frenchman was right, but
I go further and say that as the
kingdom of God advances like pillars
of smoke the black volumes belching

from batteries of war and pouring
out from portholes of ships will van-
h i

A distinguished general of our civil
war told me that Abraham Lincoln
proposed to d#void our civil conflict
by purchase of all the slaves of the
gouth and sctting them free. He cal-
culated what would be a reasonable
price for them, and, when the num-
ber of millions of dollars that would
be required for such a purchase was
announced, the proposition was
scouted, and the north would not
have made the offer, and the south
would not have accepted it if made.
‘“‘But,” said my military friend, ‘‘the
war weont on, and just the number of
millions of dollars thaf Mr. Lincoln
calculated would have been enough
to make a reasonable purchase of all
the slaves were spent in war, be-
sides all the precious lives that were
hurled away in the 250 battles.” In
other words there ought to be some
other way for men to settle their
controversies without butchery.

The church of God will yet become
the arbiter of nafions. If the world
would allow it, it could to-day step
in between Germany and France and
settle the troubles about Alsace and
Lorraine, and between England and
her antagonists, and between all the
other nations that are flying at each
other’s throats and command peace
and disband armies and harness for
the plow the war horse now being

hitched to ammunition wagons or
saddled for cavalry charge. That
time must come, or through the in-

creased facility for shooting men and
blowing up cities and whelming hosts
to instant death, so that we can
kill a regiment easier than we could
once kill a company and kill a bri-
gade easier than .we could once kill
a regiment, the patent affices of the
world more busy than ever in recog-
nizing new engineery of destruction,
the human race will aftet’ awhile go
fighting with one arm, and hobbling
with one foot, and stumbling along

ventor,_ inspired of the archangel of
all mischief, will contrive a machine

center, and some desperate nation
will throw into that hole enough dy-
namite to blow. this hulk of a planet
into fragments, dropping the meteor-
ic stones on surrounding stellar habi-
tations. ' s

But this shall not be, for whatever
I let go I hang on to my Bible,
which tells me that the blacksmith’s
shop shall yet come to ifs grandest
use  when the warrior and the hus-’
bandman shall enter it side by side,
and the goldier. shall throw ir %o ite
bank of fires his sword, and the far-
mer shall pick it up as a plowshare,
and the straightest spear shall be
bent into a crook at each end and
then cut in two, and what was one
spear shall be (wo pruning hooks.
Down wifh Moloch and up’ “with
Christ! Let no more war hotseS eat
out of the manger where Jesus was

born. “‘‘Glory to God in the highest,’
and on earth peacc, good will' to
men!’’ i :

It is demonstrated
men -that it is not so certain that
William Cullen Bryant wrote ‘‘Than-
atopsis” or Longfcllow wrote ‘‘Fifa-
watha’’ as that God, by fhe hand “of
prophet and apostle, wrote the Bible
All the wise men in science and law
and medicine and literature and mer-
chandise are gradually coming to be-
lieve in Christianity, and soon there
will be no people who disbelieve “in
it except those conspicuous for la¢k
of brain or men with fwo families,
who do not like the DBible hecaus2 it
rebukes their swinish propensitics.

The tim® is hastening when there
will be no infidels left except liber-
tines and harlots and murderers.
Millions of Christians where once
there were fhousnnds, and thousnads

where once there were hundreds.
What a bright evening this, the
evening of the nincteenth century!

And the twenticth century, which is
about to dawn, will, in my opinion,
bring universal victory for Christ
and the church that now is march-
ing on with step double, quick or, if
you prefer the figure of the text, is
being swept on in the mighty gmales
of blessing imposing and grand and
majestic and swift like pillars of
smoke,

Oh, come into the church through
Christ the door, a door more glori-
ous than that of the temple of Her-
cules- which had two pillars, and enc
was gold and the other emerald!
Come in to-day! The world ' yeu
leave behind is a poor world, and it
will burn and pass off like pillars of
smoke. Whether the final conflagra-
tion will start in the coal mines of
Pennsylvania, which, in some places,.
have for many years been burning
and eating into the heart of the
mountains, or whether it shall begin
near the California geysers or
whether from out the furnaces of
Cotopaxi and Vesuvius and Strom-
boli it shall burst forth upon the as-
tonished nations I make no pro-
phecy, but all geologists tell us that
we stand on the lid of a world, the
heart of which is a raging, roaring,
awful flame, and some day God will
let the red monsters out of their im-
prisonment of cenluries,

in 1872, and Boston on fire in 1873
were only like one
blacksmith’s forge as compared With
that last universal blaze which will
be seén in other worlds. But gradu-
ally the flames will lessen, and the
world will become a _ great living
coal, and that will take on ashen
hue, and then our ruined planet will
begin to smoke, and the mountains
will smoke, and the valleys will
smoke, and the islands will smoke,
and the seas will smoke, and the cit-
jes will smoke, and the five conti~
nents will be five pillars of smoke.

But that will not interfere With
your imvestments if you have taken
Chrise as  your Saviour. Secure
heaven as your etermal home, and
you can loek down upom a disman-
tled, disrupted and demwlished ecarth
without amy porturbatign.

When wrapped in fire the realms eof
ether glow,

And heaven’'s last thunders shake the
es-th below,

Thow, undismayed,
ruins smile

Ard light thy ftrch at Nature's fun-

shalt o'er the

L eral pile.

with one cye, and some ingenious in-|

that will bore a hole to, the earth’s |

to- lail I;Eihes't 3

and New [
York on fire in 1833, and Charleston |
on fire in 1865, and Chicago on fire k

spark from a }

WHAT IS WORN.

Mantles, Capes and Redingotes—An
Evening Gown.

Capelike mantles are much worn with
the more ceremonious class of gown, as
they are easily put on and off and do
not crush the costume as does a coat.
There are all varieties of mantles, from
the plain tailor made style finished with
stitching to those of velvet, satin or
damask trimmed with fur and passe-
menterie, not to mention evening wraps
of the most elaborate and brilliant de-
scription.

The short capes of the last few years
are out of date. They may still be util-
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EVENING GOWN.

-ized if they are in good condition by
rounding the front'corners and adding
one or more circular ruffles. 1f the goods
cannot be exactly matched, velvet may
be employed. In that case velvet orna-
ments must be used on the body of the
cape also, the collar and revers being
of velvet,

Redingotes are having a growing suc-
cess, and the loose sack is also making
its way by dint-of appearing in modest,
tailor made guise and not rendering its
ugly, undress aspect conspictious by rich
materials and trimmings. .Prettiest of
all are the little boleros of cloth or fur,
well fitting and smartly trimmed.
The evening gown illustrated has a
trained skirt of black velvet. Over this
s a princess tunic of guipure de venise,
cut square at thé top and with long. tight
sleeves. The decolletage is bordered with
black velvet set with crystal buttons,
and two bands of velvet are tied across
the top of the arm, forming a bow. A
spray of flowers is placed at the left
shoulder and a large butterfly at the
tront of the bodice.  JupIiC CHOLLET.

MOURNING STYLES.

Fashions For the Several Stages of
Mourning.

Mourning apparel is divided into two
classes—first and second mourning. The
first is always of dull wool and crape,
and only black wood., dull jet or crape
stone ornaments are permissible. Prefer-
ably mone is worn during strict mourn-
ing. The gloves are of black wool, castor
or suede.

For the second period of mourning
fancy black weaves are used, and silks
and black lace are also admitted, and
fur may serve as trimming. Ornaments
of bright jet or gun metal are appropri-
ate, as are glace gloves.

These two stages are followed by half
mourning, when combinations of black

MOURNING CAPE:
and white and all shades of gray and vio.
let are proper. Flowers are worn in the
hat—scabious, heliotrope: irises, par-ies,
lilacs, periwinkle and, m addition, white
cyclamens, which are now very chorm-
ingly and naturally made.

The fashion of making mourning cos-
tumes is the fashion of the moment
modified and robbed of all oddities and
striking effects. There is no special style
for mourning garments different fzoga the
usual one.

An ilhstration is given which abows a
mourniyg cape of black cheviot. It bas
a deep border of English crape, headed
by stftched applications of the cheviot.
Tha valois collar is of English crape, the
lining of wadded dull finished silk. As-
trakhan may be used instead of crape.
“The hat of English crape has a drapery
4 of crape, and black flowers and feathers
torm the trimming.  JUDIQ CHOLLET.

FASHION HINTS.

#illinery Novelties—~The Question of
Gloves.

Fur borders on toques and hats are
much worn and are usually very becom-
ing.

Fringed scarfs of silk, satin or panne
are a winter millinery novelty which is
rather picturesque. The scarf is twisted
around the crown of the hat, the fringed
ends being allowed to drop a little at the
side or back.

The question of gloves is one upon which
uncertainty sometimes exists with regard
to the proper time of wearing or remov-
ing them. It is a rule that they should
always be taken off at table when eating
whether the meal be luncheon or a full
dress dinner. On any informal, friendly
occasion the gloves need not be replaced
when one returns to the drawing room,
but at formal dinners, where evening

. RECEPTION GOWN.

dress is worn, the gloves are resumed.
Men, however, may dispense with them
after dinper. ’

The reeeption gown shown in the il-
lustration is of blue taffeta. The skirt is
sun plaited and has a train, the redingote
tunic of black iace spangled and beaded
with jet befsg open at the back to allow
the train to emerge. The back of the
bodice is plain, but in front the lace opens

“over fichu folds of blue taffeta, which in-

close a piastron of black embroidered
lace. Across the front is a drapery of
black mousseline'de soie, which is held
in place by choux and forms epaulets.
The sleeves are of black lace, the little
belt of jet and spangles on black silk.
Jupic CHOLLET.

VARIOUS NOTES. -

"ar sod Thiek Materials—A Dainty
Wrapper. . <
Fur, which: is still on the pinnacle of
favor. as it was last winter, is used in
several mew ways. It composes some
very attractive hats. For exampie. a hat
covered, erown and curling brim. with
ehincluila s trimmed with a drapery of
violet: mousseline de soie, and at the left
side ix a large bunch of violets. ur bo-
leros are maeh worn, short pile furs be-
ing selected for them. A holero of otter
opens over an ermine plastron and Jias a
flaring collar lined with ermine and large
ermine cuffs, i e
Cape mantles are made on the lines of
the old fashioned visite.” They heve no
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MUSLIN WRAPPZXR.

sleewes, but are close about the showi-
ders and arms and are curved' in to the
tisire at the back. The richast materials
are employed for them, with equally rvich
passeinenteries and applications. They
are worn at the theater, for ceremonious
~«ealls and at church.

‘I'be jacket is by no means thrown out
of tasbionable ealculation, however. It
has = permanent place as a general util-
irment, comfortable, warm and con-
nt, and for walking, shopping, skat-
2. eie., nothing takes its place.

“Che picture shows a charming wrapper

the finest transparent mainsook. It
l.ts lines of valencisnnes insertion and is
tuset with Louls Cuinze bars of the in-
sertign. The fichn has long ends, which
iie at the back, and is edged all around
with a ruffle of valenciennes lace, a simi-~
lar ruffle- finishing the foot of the wrap-
per and the edges of the half length
sleeves.. Down the front is a fine plait-
ing of mainsook. A eolored silk slip is
worrna beneath. Jupic CHQLLET.

Afnity.
“Billy, why do you take that homely

“She isn’t very pretty, that’s true, but
she doesn’t know any more about musie
than 1 do.”—Chieago Reeord,
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.There are moire effects also.
iguisite evening wraps are made l{f panne,.
.mingled with lage and fur, and it is alsow
' .

]
JUVENILE STYLES.

Favitfons Adapted For Little and
Large Girls.

Some sacks are preferred as outside
garments for little children, and even
quite large girls wear them. The long
cloak, like % sack, extending to the edge
of the dress and closed with-a double row
of buttons, fs also in vogue. Kor half
grown girls the jacket of the half fitting
variety remains the favorite. For warm-
er days the Carrick cape, coming only to
the waist and composed of three scant
pelerines, is well worn.

Grown up girls adopt the usual styles
for women, with the more formal ehar-
acteristics omitted. ITor example, the

\"
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GIRL'S'CLOAK.

medici icollar is 1208 weorn. as it gives too
mature an aspect.and a young gitl should
remain young as-lomg as possible:  The
capuchin also is esually aveided. exeept
for golf or evening enpes. wheve it ix of
some practical usc. The great aim is to
keep the entire wardrobe simple and girl-
ish as may be, and' in oxder to gain this
end rich materials and tritpmings must
be eschewed and alf matare styles whieh
tend to add dignisy and age to the aps .
pearance of the wesrer.

The picture shows: ai giri'= cioak of Rus~
sian green cloth. It is long sand is cut
quite straight, beimg closed at the left.,
side by loops and lange cloth Buttous. A
wide, stitched bam of eloth ornaments
the body of the cloait.
covered with a blacl hraided desien and
is bordered with astraitham. the collar be-
ing also of astrakl-zm  Tiw sferves have
braided cuffs. The gray vebvet hat is
trimmed with greea.nibbom haviug a plaid

border. Jume CuoLLET.
FANCIES @F FASHION.

Novelties For tite Lumxuwriona Wo-

man's«Wardrebe.

Panne, the beautifu} new material
which fashion has so. exgerly adopted. is
a: sort of very thinu delieate velvet, some-
thing like antique velvet. [Pt hasa short,
flattened pile,” with: a peeuliar. lustrous .
quality, and comes in the most exquisite -
colorings. It is.plaim er is printed just -
as fancy silks am printed, the design ‘be-
ing usually of = elose, mixed character.
Many ex~

WINTER BAT.

used as a lining for fur mantles and sth-
ex luxurious garments. Neck and hat
searfs with fringed ends ave also ‘made
of it.

The lining is beccening ef more irspor-
tance than the outside in the case of
some garments. LIor example, a simple
tailor made gown has a skirt lining en-
tirely puffed in such tiny puffs that the
effect is of a sort of mossiness. Tkis puff-
fng is ait done by hand and is the work
of great time and patience, intended to
increass the expense and luxury of a cos~
tume which in itself is plain and quiet.

A picture is given which illustiates &
typical winter hat. The crown Is cov-
ered with bias folds of coral velvet The
Yrim is draped with a wide searf qf coral

Miss Hopkins to the opera every night?” '

taffeta having fringed ends. Thy scarf
forms a chou at the left side, fron which
' the ringed ends droop. Points of velvet
i of the same shade are placed uuler the
brim vext the hair. Junio CREEET. -
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The pelerine is | -




