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WHOLESALE FRAUD IN GRANTING OF HOMESTEADS 
FLOURISHED UNDER OLIVER’S ADMINISTRATION OF 
DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR — KNEW OF CROOK­
ED WORK GOING ON BUT RETAINED IN SERVICE MEN 
WHO WERE ROBBING COUNTRY.

Premier Borden Announces Receipt of Call 
from War Secretary for More Canadian 

Soldiers—Will Leave Within Short Time, 
\ but Date Not Revealed—Premier Reviews 

Work of Government in Mobilizing and 

Preparing Men for Overseas Service.
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I Ottawa, Ont., April 11—An amazing 
and sensational story of robbery and 
land stealing Is contained In the re­
port of T. R. Pergiuson, the commiss­
ioner who was appointed to examine 
Into the frauds In connection with the 
granting <*f homesteads and the mal­
feasance of officials of the Department 
of Interior under the administration 
of Hon. Frank Oliver, a portion of 
which was tabled in the Commons 
yesterday. Still more sensational evi 
dence will be forthcoming later. ,

Mr. Ferguson Investigated matters 
relating to the disposition of Domin­
ion lands, timber and mineral lands, 
Indians and Indian Reserves. The pop 
tlon of report which was given the 
house on Saturday deals with (1) Rob­
ert Cruise, Liberal, M. P. tor Dauphin, 
Jrlan., and W. A. Davis, lands and 
forest ranger, (2) the Blood Indian 
Reserve and Frank Pedley, until re­
cently superintendent of Indian af­
fairs.

The report shows That Robert Cruise 
represented himself as a “squatter” 
on a quarter section which now forms 
part of Riding MoirUalu Reserve In 
the Dauphin district Cruise was not 
a “squatter” and obtained this home­
stead by fraud. In his evidence he 
admits he never lived on the land in 
question, that his home was seme 
miles away and that for years prier 
to and subsequent to 1907 when he g«xt 
the homestead he had lived on the1 
same farm which Is near Dauphin.

Davis, with whose connivance 
Cruise got the farm, and who was at 
that time chief forset ranger fer the 
reserve In question stated in his evi­
dence that Cruise was not a ^nat­
ter” and was not entitled to fyle on 
this homestead.

“used for the benefit of the party" in 
this matter. He described his assis­
tants, Albert McLeod and Sam Cohen, 
as very “slick and capable workers'* 
and in order to facilitate their work 
he signed a number of applications In 
blank and handed them over to his 
understudies. Davis swore he knew 
that both these men were sending in 
applications of men who were not 
squatters at all.

Davis said that sixty per cent, of 
the recommendations he made for 
homesteads were fraudulent. Mr. 
Herchemer estimated the fraudulent 
entries made at that time as high as 
eighty per cent, of the total.

An idea of the magnitude of these 
frauds is obtained when it is borne 
in mind that hundreds of these appli­
cations were turned in. The applica­
tion of the party test was the only 
test applied.

Mr. Ferguson points out that not­
withstanding the fact that Mr. 
Oliver's attention had been drawn by 
one of the officials of his department 
to the suspicious work of Davie his 
services were retained until the gov­
ernment was changed.

R. E. A. Leach, of the “Thin Red 
Line" fame was twice delegated by 
the late government to investigate the 
work of Davis, and he reported that 
he found everything “all right"

The second division of Commission­
er Ferguson’s report has to do with 
the grazing privileges on the Blood 
Indian Reserve near McLeod, Alber­
ta, and the connection therewith of 
Frank Pedley. In the year 1903 sev­
eral applications were made for these 
privileges. One was made by George 
Me Laugh lan, of Toronto, who had as­
sociated with him Charles Miller, bar- 
riséfer, of Toronto. They had reason 
for hoping that It would be granted 
and went so far as to organize a cat­
tle company and engage a foreman 
to look after their interests.

However, says the report, Mr. Ped­
ley had other plans. An application 
on behalf of Donald McBwen was put 
in by a* firm of Ottawa solicitors, 
Latchford McDougal and Daly, and it 
is indicated that the application was 
really on behalf of Peter Ryan of 
Toronto, with whom he had numerous 
transactions in recent years. Mr. 
McEwen, although his application 
came in the year after McLaughlan's, 
jfcot the grazing lease. Mr. Pedley, 
who was still superintendent general 
of Indian affairs, became, according 
to the evidence, the beneficial owier 
of one-sixth interest in the Blood 
Reserve privilege, and he became own­
er of this interest by» virtue of an 
assignment of the same to him by 
Peter Ryan. This one-sixth interest 
was held in trust for Frank Pedley by 
A. C. Bedord Jones, a Toronto law­
yer, for a period of four years, when 
it was sold to Charles Miller for 
$1,000, which money was paid over 
to Mr. Pedley. Mr. Jones retained 
$1V) for looking after the legal affairs.

Mr. Pedley admitted having received 
the $1,000 but refused to admit that 
Mr. Jones had been acting as trustee 
for him.

It is understood that still more sen­
sational evidence will be forthcoming 
within a few days.

rat­

ing the various contingents of the 
overseas dominions. “The War Office, 
and particularly I^ord Kitchener him­
self are thoroughly anxious that when 
the Second Contingent of the Cana­
dian Expeditionary Force goes forward 
there will be no room for possible crl-

Such was the announcement of Pre­
mier Borden to parliament on Satur­
day night's sitting. Sir Robert Bor 
den entered the house with the Minis­
ter of Militia. He rose almost at once 
to make his statement " Time and 
again during Its progress he was in­
terrupted by applause from both sides 
of the house, cheers which were as 
heartily revived when Hon. Frank 
Oliver, who was momentarily leading 
the Liberal opposition, rose to ex­
press the sentiment of the minority. 
“We Canadians are not outsiders in 
this fight” said Mr. Oliver.

“It is our fight too. This is not only 
a fight to preserve the neutrality of 
Belgium, but to preserve the British 
Empire, and all it stands for. Only In 
the months to come will we be able 
to realize the sacrifice It will be ne­
cessary for us to make. But we all 
stand earnestly prepared to face what­
ever may come, with a courage and de­
votion that will ultimately bring vic­
tory."

Ottawa, April 11.—Kitchener's call 
(has come. The eager men of Canada’s 
l Second Expeditionary Force will go 
•forward at an unrevealed date in the 
, early future to Join their comrades of 
,the First Contingent at the front. This 
, date was approximately determined by 
the head of the British War Office 
•nearly two months ago. Since that 
time he has been in constant com­
munication with Canada’s minister of 
Militia. Now the definite "Summons 
has been received.

Three months ago Lord Kitchener 
was notified that the troops were 
ready to depart at any mor nt when 
they might be required. Since that 
time the War Office has been kept 
fully informed of its training and has, 
from time to time made suggestions 
which have “been followed with abso­
lute precision."

The reasons that the War Office did 
(toot summon the troops earlier were 
•'reasons which commended them­
selves to the head of the War Office, 
and reasons which are generally rec- 
Aftoed.”
wOther essentials had also to be tak- 

«n into account The enormous num­
ber of men now undey training in Bri­
tain make It not the easiest task to 
provide for accommodations and train- '

German Spy—“Dot Laurier bandt couldn't blay In harmony mit us better had it been ma^e In Germany."

French Offensive in the Woevre
Prelude to Big General Advance

GERMAN WEDGE BEING ATTACKED ON BOTH FUNKS 
PRINCIPAL CHAIN OF CARPATHIANS4Njp$Rj?LQF 
RUSSIANS—ALLIED FLEET ATTACKS «RDANELtES 
FORT FROM GULF OF SARDS TO PREVENT TURKS RE­
PAIRING THEM.

I

IS TURKISH 
TROOPS HE 

TAKEN RAMADANif they are not already In, the TTzsok 
Valley south of the pass of that name.

Fighting is going on under extreme­
ly difficult conditions, the ground be­
ing covered with snow, which la com­
mencing to soften, while the Austro- 
Germans continue to bring up rein­
forcements In an endeavor to check 
the advance. The Russians, however,

London, April 11—The French 
offensive In the Woevre, which, ac­
cording to official reports from Paris, 
continues to make progress, although 
the Germans reiterate that all the 
French attacks have been repulsed, 
it is believed is but the prelude to a 
big general effort in the west.

With the two general staffs in di­
rect conflict It is difficult to guage 
the results of the fighting. Military 
experts here» however1, express the 
conviction that the Germans will be 
compelled to send reinforcements to 
strengthen their wedge, which pene­
trates to St Mihiel, and which is be­
ing attacked on both flanks, and that 
as soon as this movement begins the 
allies will strike at the point thus 
weakened, and perhaps the whole line.

With the operations in this district 
of France those in the Carpathians 
divide interest, which is being barely 
satisfied with the meagre official re­
ports from the various headquarters.

(Continued on page 3)
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An Entry Port for Commerce 

Between Bagdad, Tabriz 
and Tehran—Has 25,000 
Population,

i,
Obtained Patent By Fraud

The commissioner finds further 
that Mr. Cruise was not the owner of 
all the cattle mentioned in the mem­
orandum fyled In his behalf, and that 
he obtained his patent on “improper 
representation" of the facts. The own­
ership of at least twenty head of cat- 
tie was necessary In order to qualify 
for a patent and Mr. Cruise only own­
ed thirteen head at the time. He ef­
fected a deal with a neighbor who 
owned seven head of cattle and gave 
a promissory note for them. Both the 
cattle and the note were returned af­
ter this had served the fraudulent 
purpose of the member for Dauphin.

It was brought out in evidence that 
Hon. Frank Oliver during one of his 
visits to Dauphin gave Mr. Herchemer 
the Dominion lands agent at that 
point Instructions to grant whatever 
applications were signed by Davis as 
long as the “head office" stated they 
were available.

Mr. Herchemer in his evidence stat­
ed that he knew that many of the ap­
plications sent in by Davis were frau­
dulent but said he had no option but 
to grant them.

Willing To Act Aa Party’s Dupe
Davis frankly admitted that he 

knew that hundreds of the applica­
tions sent In by him were fraudulent 
but said he allowed himself to be

8
appear to have confidence on their 
ability to handle the task, for simul­
taneously they are showing consider­
able activity both on the East Prus­
sian frontier, where they claim suc­
cess over the Germans, and to the 
south of the Vistula, where the Ger­
mans say they have repulsed a Rus­
sian attack.

The allied fleet has, according to 
unofficial reports, been bombarding 
the Dardanelles forts from the Gulf 
of Saros. This, doubtless, is being 
done to prevent the Turks from re­
pairing the forts, for It is not believ­
ed here that the big attack will be re­
sumed until the land forces arrive.

Unofficial reports also continue id 
come In regarding the gun firing off 
the Norwegian coast on Wednesday 
night last concerning which the Ad­
miralty as yet has made nothing pub­
lic. The Scandinavian papers are 
convinced that a sea battle has occur­
red, although they variously describe 
Is as a battle between British and

Bulletin—Petrograd, April 11, via 
London, 8.46 p. m.—A telegram to the 
Bourse Gazette from Tlflis, Trans- Cau- 
casla says that the Turks have occu­
pied Hamadan, a city of Persia, 165 
miles southwest of Teheran.

Hamadan Is an entry port for the 
commerce between Bagdad, Tabriz, Is­
pahan and Tehran. It has a population 
of about 25,000.

(George Scott Died as Result of 

Injuries — Was Splitting 
Wood With Gunpowder,

For Sinking ôf Dutch Steamer 

by Submarine U-28—Ger­

many Will Likely Pay In­
demnity, GREkT INTEREST II 

ALBERT COUNTY CISE
Fighting Under Difficulties.

The Russians, like the French, are 
apparently making progress In the 
capture of important points which are 
essential before a general forward 
movement can be undertaken. They 
are in possession of the whole prin­
cipal chain of the Carpathians, and 
at some points are descending the German cruisers, and a chase by Brit- 
southern slopes, and are approaching, lsh or German submarines.

wfthile splitting wood with gun pow- 
ftffr at Welsford on Saturday morning 
(George A. Scott was so badly Injured 
(that he died early this morning In the 
(General Public Hospital here. The 
(powder exploded prematurely while 
(Mr. Scott wad bending over a stick 
(Of wood In which a charge had been 
(Inserted. He was blown a distance of 
-twelve feet He was brought to the 
hospital here Saturday night.

Hr. Scott with two other men were 
^engaged with a sawing and splitting 
(machine at Welsford. It was the cus­
tom to split sticks too hard for the 
(machine by gun powder. A large stick 
had been drilled and the charge In­
serted when Mr. Scott was bending 
Lover It the explosion occurred. He was 
[driven back about twelve feet

Drs. McDonald and Lewin were im- 
-medlately summoned and all possible 
[was done for the Injured man. His 
(left leg was broken, as well as his 
Iright ankle and left wrist. His wrist 
[was also badly mangled and both eyes 
[were injured. He suffered a severe 
[cut In the head which required seven

The Hague, via London, April 11. 
The Netherlands government has 
handed to Germany a note of protest 
concerning the sinking of the Dutch 
steamer Medea, which was sent to the 
bottom off Beachy Head March 26 by 
the German submarine U-28. The Ger­
man government is considering a re­
ply, and it is thought probable, In min­
isterial circles here, that it will offer 
to pay an Indemnity In accordance 
with International law, but this Is de­
pendent upon the Judicial decision.

A feeling of the utmost confidence 
regarding the relations between Hol­
land and Germany Is expressed here, 
and the alarming rumors In London 
are considered Inexplicable.

Mrs, Johnson on Stand Charg­
ed With Attempt to Poison 
Husband,

Belgian Relief Ship
Sunk in North Sea

Special to The Standard
Hopewell Cape, N. B., April 11— 

The Circuit Court which opened on 
Tuesday morning was occupied all 
the week In the trial of the cause of 
the King against Downing. Fourteen 
witnesses have been examined and 
great Interest Is taken In the trial of 
Mrs. Johnson. The wife of the vic­
tim of the alleged poisoning .was on 
the stand at four o’clock on Saturday 
and will continue on Monday morn­
ing at ten o’clock to which hour the 
court was adjourned.

His Honor Judge Crocket Daniel 
Mullin, K. C., counsel for the crown, 
aud Geo. W. Fowler, K. C. for the de­
fence, all Remained in town over Sun-

Canadian Casualties
Torpedoed or Sunk—Believed Twenty-six of Crew Perished 

—Was Under Charter to Relief Commission and on 
Way Back to New York from Rotterdam.

Ottawa, April 11.—The casualties 
among the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force announced by the Militia De­
partment today are as follows:

PRINCESS PATRICIAS.
Died of Wounds.

Corporal E. C. King, April 10, (trans­
ferred from 32nd Battalion), at Cana­
dian Military Hospital, Shorncliffe. 
Next of tin, Y. King, No. 32 Randolph 
Gardens, London, W. Eng.

SECOND BATTALION.
Wounded.

ELEVENTH BATTALION.
Death.

Lt Stanley Hall Mitchell, April 7, 
at Royal Victoria Hospital, Montreal, 
while under operation for appendici­
tis Next of kin, Alice L. Mitchell, 
No. 197 Mayfare Ave., Winnipeg.

FIFTEENTH BATTALION.
Wounded.

Lance Corporal Hugh Rose. April 
1. Next of kin, Mrs. Jane Rose, No. 170 
University Ave., Toronto, Ont.

THIRTY-SECOND BATTALION.
Seriously III.

Private Thomas P. Thomas, pneu­
monia, at Military Hospital, Shorn­
cliffe. Next of kin, Caroline Edith Tho­
mas, (wife), Shellmouth, Man.

DIVISIONAL SIGNAL COMPANY.
Wounded.

March 29.—Private R. T. Douglas. 
Next of kin, Edward Douglas (father). 
6 Glenburn Terrace, Rowlandsgill, Dur­
ham, Eng.

mum of
WENTWORTH 00, OIL 
CHOSE tt Ml, 4P. Rotterdam, April 11, via London, 

The British steamer Harpalyce, the 
first relief boat of New York State, 
and under charter to the Commission 
for Relief in Belgium, has either been 
torpedoed or sunk by a mine In the 
North Sea.

The Dutch fcteamer Elizabeth, on its 
voyage from Rotterdam for New York 
on Saturday, picked up twenty-two of 
the crew of the Harpalyce, seven 
miles northeast of Noordhinder Light­
ship and brought them back to Rot­
terdam. The Dutch steamer Con­
stance Catherine picked up five men 
and took them to Nleuwe Waterweg. 
The; steamer carried à crew of fifty-

three men, twenty-six of whom, it Is 
feared, have been drowned.

Those rescued by the Elizabeth In- day. 
clnde the second mate and second 
engineer, the latter In a wounded con­
dition.

The Harpalyce, under Its charter 
to the Belgian Relief Commission, had 
a permit securing Immunity from at­
tack.

The Harpalyce. 3,691 tons, was a 
comparatively new steamer, owned by 
J. & C. Harrison, of London. She 
sailed from New York on March 7 
with more than eleven thousand indi­
vidual gifts for the relief of the Bel­
gians, and arrived at Rotterdam on 
March 30. It is presumed that the 
Harpalyce was on her return voyage, for a term of three years.

His Honor Judge Jonah, Judge of 
the court heard of the matters of 
complaint against Lambert Wilson 
and Slrue Wilson, who resides at Os­
borne Corner, two young men over 
twenty years of age, charged with In­
decent assault upon their thirteen 
year old sister, and gave Judgment 
Friday morning. He found the case 
against Lambert Wilson not proven 
and lt was dismissed. In the case of 
Sirus Wilson, he sent prisoner to the 
penitentiary for two years hard labor, 
and the girl, Ella Wilson, was sent to 
the reform school for girls at Truro

It was decided to bring him to the
I hospital here on the Boston train 
Saturday night 
^Everything possible was done for 

btito but he gradually sank and passed 
'aWay this morning shortly after mid- 
•night.

Hr. Scott was 65 years of age, and 
is survived by his wife, three daught­
ers, Mrs. George Emery and Mrs. 
George Dblan, Summer Hill, and Miss 
Edith Scott at home, and one son, 
Steen Scott at home.

The funeral will take place tomor­
row at Welsford.

Hamilton, Ont, April 11.—The Con­
servatives of Wentworth County yes­
terday nominated Gordon C. Wilson, 
M. P., as candidate for the House of 
Commons. Private John Carpenter, March 30. 

Next of kin, Mrs. J. Carpenter (moth­
er), No. 74 Grecian street Maidstone, 
Kent, Eng.FRENCH STEAMER TORPEDOED

Plymouth, Eng., April 12 (2.55 pjn.) 
—The French steamer Franck, was 
torpedoed off Start Point, in the Eng­
lish Channel, Sunday, but was towed 
into Plymouth by government tugs. 
No lives were lost, »

TENTH BATTALION. 
Wounded.

Private F..C. Hunt, March 31. Next 
of kin, C. W. Hunt, No. 38 Valeria 
Grove, Plaistow, Essex, Eng.
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