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'WILMOT'S LETTER.

this letter was preceded by another,

which appears elsewhere. We had not
expected that the discussion tG which
Mr. Raymond's first letter give risc
would extend lo so great a length, or
take so wide a range ; but firmly con-
vinced that our vause is the cause of
truth, we shrink neither from the pub-

- lication of the arguments of our oppo-
nents nor from the dischargoof ourduty
in meeting them at every turn.

Mr. Wilmot's objection to the print-
ing of such letters as that of Mr, Pea-
body is simple and easily understood,
fTe fears that their perusal by the young
and inexperienced may exert a baneful
“influence upon their minds. The con-

* clusion which we draw from his remarks
i« that he would have the young read
nothing on religious subjects that did
r:ot coincide wi'h'the opinions of thoir

iondg and guardiafi$; tha: ho would
hut out from them all sides of religious
‘ucstipns exceptone, for fear they might
¢ led astray,—or, in other words, led
» disbelieve any thing which their
rardians believe, or believe any thicg
high their gnardians disbe]icv:e.

This is the favorite policy of the

cat majority of mankind ; and yet it
¢iil not bear a moment’s investigation.
has always appeared to us that men |

10 argue thus can have no real faithi
the creed whichnthey profess. Has|
ristianity no sfroﬁg’t’h and no vfgor!
its own, that it cannot sustain and |

‘ulse the attacks of its foes withoat

ng surraunded by this triple wall of
orgnee, prejud’ce and superstition ? |

s mea boast of the beauty and glory |

| potency of their system ; and yet |

y troat it as though it were the flim-

t and puniest and frailest of dogntas, |

onstant danger of being blown away |
he breath-of the slightest opposition.

y wrap their nursling in thick

hes ; they shut cut from its face the
fying rays of frec discussion; they

I it not with the solid and wholesome

! whic' ia the favorite nourishment

ther nurs'ings,—on which Scicnce
Philosophy have fod and prospered,
< at they pamiper it with. a peculiar
, which would infallibly starve to

th any other nascent system. They

ou't set the roots of their plant in the

wosom of old Mother Earth, and leave

 flourish in the bright sunshine, the
nol ‘some winds and the sott dews of |

=iven ; bat they train it in a hotbed,

‘) cer it with a gluss roof, and carefull,

t out from it the rough but kindi;

Lund ofhature. 86 it grows up a weak

ui sickly p'ant, with a constitution

«tis artificial, and of the frailest.

o e ———————
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AR AN
DISCUSSION AND INQUIRY — MR.

As we have datermined not to shut
our columns against communications of
the nature of the one concerning which
Mr. Wilmot has written us, we have
acceded to his request for the publica- | young alike with the old he gives now
tion of his lctter, We may explain that| enjoyment now disappointment,

s
:

Sye S o> oVglock Fouvnal,’

e ——

the sun, or't
about it ; for it
vigor, no real vitality.

to do his work.

ges it.

faith now doubt,

nature,

rock.

But Mr. Wilmot thinks that the
young shoutd only see one side of the
question until their " judgments ” have
Will he explain to

become ¢ mature.”
us how it is possible for the judgment

to be matured without that very study
of both sides of the qncsm“'hich he

forbids? We know of no patent pro-
¢es3 for maturing the judgment; it must
be done in the one old way pointed out
by Natuare from the beginning of things,
—by the study of the question from all
sides and in alllights, by careul inves
tigition of all that can be said for or
against, by a thorough and conscientious
training in the weighing of all sorts and
descriptions of arguments and consider-
ations. Neither is it possible to mature
the judgment for rcligious questions by
the study of questions other than reli-
gious. Newton might have gone on for
a hundred ' years solviag tha" highest
problems in natural science without
baving become as good a navigator as
the merest cabin boy of a coaster. Ste-
phenson might have studied locomotive
machinery till his eyes dropp:d from
his head withont being able to decide
upon the féasibility of the Viectoria
Bridge. Tounderstand any subject that
subject”itself must be studied; general
information will never make a man
competent ‘to decide a question in a
epec’al science or art. The rule applies
to religious creeds and doctrinesas much
as to any thing clse. Ilew ean a man
who knows no system but Calvinism,—
who has never read about or studied
any other,—decide upon the comparative
merits of Caivinism and Armitfnism?
How can the Protestant who resolutely
shuts his eyes against every thing that

is written, and his ears against every

When i¢ is transplanted out,—as every
'such plaut must needs be,—and is no.
 longer surrounded by the artifiviel at-
mosphere an1 the false conditions in
which it was raised, it Speedily droops
and dies under ‘the storching beams of
h winds which play

no hardiness, no

Tt is not thus that God trains up men
He never presents to
them but one side of a matter, and hides
from them all others.- He fearsnot free
discussion, but s'imulates and encoura-
He plants in the child the de-
sire to know all things, to plunge into
the mysteries of creatign and of exis-
lence, to read every page of the great
book of Nature without a thought as to
what it'may contain, or to what result
its lessons may seem'to lead. To the

now
now happiness now
which we, not knowing whether it was | misery. He spares not affliction to the
meant for insertion, replied to privately. | young, even though it may throw them
Mr. Wilm>t repliesto us in the lefter |into despair, and into doubt of the ex-
istence of a benevolent and fhereciful
deity. The little one who plunges his
hand into the fire suffers the penalty
just as does the adult who sees in the
pain the kind and nccessary warning of
Famine and Pestilence, War
and Social convulsion, the Earthquake
and ths Tornado, are not withheld Jest
they may raise doubts of the beneficence
ofsthe deity; the book of nature is
open‘e\d for man to rcad, and the more
deeplyand widely he reads the mcre
firmly founded becomes his faith in the
wisdom and goodness of the Father of
Lights. “The Faith that is born of ig-
iorance must.boe weak and puny; the
Faith that is the progeny of extensive
and profound knowledge, of scarching
investigation, of unclouded reason, must
be strong and firm as the adamantine

cle.

=

makes for the other side.

“ maturing ” the species !

indicated,

he is for the eut of his coat.
Would Mr. Wilmot, whom we know

newspapers ?

of vastly more importance,than politics

political hetero loxy.

cant handful, :
All the more reason, then, for full
inquiry and free discussion. Inquiry

of Truth.

man.
that Falsehood ean ever mcet. Why,
and horror at every little attack upon
(,“r11-i.~th1|xity,—a]]owing. for a moment,

Do they actually think so meanly of it
as to suppose that it is endangered by
such puny assaults? If the system has
truth on its side it will go through the
furnace ten times heated and come out
unscathed. Z

Onéo entered into this question we
find it spreading out on all sides of us,
and cannot forbear from wandering into
some” of its most inviting quarters.

But the *“ dire neessity ™ of space pre-

vents an extension of the present arti-
We have not yet done with My,
Wi mot’s letter.

ng what we regard as his misinterpre
tation of the Frenéh Revolution,

properly read, it fl_lrnizshes a powerful

positions

s el A e i

employers,

a

¥ '8
Bin 4[“'3

thing that is said, in favor of Roman-
ism, pretend to decide which is the most
in accordance with Scripture? It is
certainly the strangest mode of “matu-
ring ” a * judgement " to present to it
everything on one side of a question
upon which it is expected te pronounce,
and to hide from it everything that
What woutd
be said of & rabbit fancier who shoutd
breed his rabbits till they became all
cars and no feet, and gravely call it

We are aware that Mr. Wilmot does
not mean to say that by hie process the
judgements of the yonng are matured
in matters of religion, but merely thaty
the judgement is matured generally.
But the result is that which we have
While Mr. Wilmot is wait-
ing for the judgemont to mature before
placing before the young publications
which oppose his ®wn aystem, he is
carefully indoctrinating them with that
system; so that when they come to the
age of discretion bis creed 18 so fortified
by education and prejudice that it is
almost impossible tostorm ev:n its least
defensible quarters. Consequently the
young man’s own reagon and judgment
are not responsible for his opinions ;|
Religion becomes a matter of training
and habit ; and we are almost foreed to'
agree with the remark of Lord Broug-
ham, that a man’is no more responsible
for the nature of his religious creed than

h+t

N

ance of the importance of the matter, Pass-

exisfence *' partook largely of bitterness,”

mencewment of the third paragraph of its
article, we com.e at onceto the main gues-
tion, !

In ntuting‘at we have ¢ endeavored
to make our readers believe that the Gov-
ernment have been entirely negleetfal of
the River” the Herald merely succerds in
showing how little acquaintance it has with
the matter at issue, The people of Carle-

money has been expended on the improve-
ment of the navigation, and with whas re-
eults in facilitating the carrying trade,
mugh better than a St John editor, who
probably never gave the subject a thought,
carr tell thera. A large proportion of the
steamboat stoek of the Fredericton and
Woodstock steamers is owned here; the
captains of two out of three of the beats
are residents of Woodstock ; almost all
the numerous feet of towboats is owned
in these Counties ; and they furnish near-
ly all the raftsmen. The people of- these
Counties may be supposed to know sume-
thing about the matter. Besides, the ex:
penditure upon the River is a matter of
public record ; every one wko has admit

tanée to the Journals of the House, or to
the Reports of the Board of Works, knows
what the expenditure has been from year
to year. When, therefore the Herald in-

to be a consistent Conservative, deprive
. vy | people on tl.e subjeet, and proceeds osten-
young people of the reading of Liberal | *

Bet, he may reply, this is a matter

The dangers whichspring from improper
religious, or infidel, opinions are incom-
parably greater than can attach to mere
And then, the|
great majority of all parties, class s and
sects hold to the Christian Religion,
while its opponents are but an insignifi-

and discussion are the very handmaids
They do ten thousand times
more for the promotion of a good cause
than "all the hot-bed and hot-house
training. and the like artificial devices,
that ever entered the imagination of
Discussion is the deadliest foe

then, do men fly into such fits of terror
that Mr. Peabody’s lettefcan be so

termed,—that appears in the columns
of a newspaper or other publication?

In a future article
we shall have something to say concern-

We
think we shall be able to show that,

argument, not for, but againgt his own

The Canard Company’s clerks and ser-
vants at Liverpool, were treated to a visit
to the Great Eastern at Holyhead by their

timates that we have been misleading the

tatiously to enlighten both them and us

{it only proves that its editor probably

neyer gave the matter a thought, and
thiuks he Las now made a wonderful dis-
covery. 2

Let us take a glance at the matter in
the light of common sense. The St. John
River is at a certain pitch of water navi-

| gable from the city of Saint John itself to

Little Falls in the County of Victoria, with
the single break at Grand Falls, a distance
of about 265 miles, 170 miles of which are
above Fredericton, ﬁhring the greater
portion of this distance it runs through a

country magnificent in every respecr, whe-

ther with regard to~ its agriculture, lum |

ber, or manufacturing advantages. In the

Taw materials of wealth, in opportunities

for the profitable investment of capital and
indusiry, in eapacity for the support of
population and for the production of food
and the materials of physical comfort, it is
uneurpassed, we believe, in British North
America ; while for the enterprise of its
population and the briskness of its tiade
it is equal, if not superior, to any portion
of New Brunswick. The enly present
meeans of communication with the sea for
this region is the St. John River. In con-
sequence of obstructions in some places,
and the width of its bed in others, the
river is navigable for our steamers bat a
small portion'of the year, Now if there
was no river where the Saint John runs
wou!d rot the people of this district have
an irresistible elaim upon the Province for
the construction of an artificial communi-
cation, a railway, whenever the Province

chose to take upon itself the burden of

such works? Most undoubtedly, inas
much as the benefit to the upper St. John
would not be n whit greater than that to
the lower Bt. John, and the interest of
ootk would be the same: The city of S:,
John has built for it, at the expense of the
Province, a railway to Skediac, costing
some. nine or ten hundred thousand
pounde,
procuring communication between the city
and Little Falls, at tlo same rate, would
be nbout two millions and a quarter! And
yet while the navigation of the River is so
impetfect and so uncertain, and yet im-
proveable ata very moderate cost, and
while on every mile of the railway to She-

diae there is being expended in a few

years some_nin&sthousand pounds, we,
when we put'forward the claimdrof the

River, have thrown in our teeth the fact
that there hias been on it an expenditure of
£1500 a year for some ten or twelve years
~—almost as much as would build two miles

THE HERALD AND THE RIVER NA-
; VIGATIO 1

The Morning Herald of the 1811, has ano-
ther article in reply to our remarks on the
imprqvement of the River in which, while
boasting that it * has fairly beaten” The
Journal, it, in faet, only evinces its ignor-
‘ing over the boast as s matter of very slight
coneequence, and over its miseonstrue-
tion of the expressionsthat our_opposition
to the present administration in its early

and also over the lame logic of the com<"|

‘ton and Victoria know wha: amount of

. ry e
of Railway ! Surely we &% ex pech
be grateful for the wery sntallest favoy

Let us examine the matter from
point of view On merely local g
ou1 claim is strong,"but in a nation
of view it is vasily stronger. The
Railway is not expected to pay the|
est on its cost ; by some not even
ning expenases. Its indirect benef
doubtlessly, he considerable, By
will be confined t6 a small portigy
Province. But were stich a sum oz
ed on the River as would render it
W6 thronghou’ the season to boatg
draught the profits direct and indj
the Government and to' the westery }
the Province would be immense,
boats would ply regularly and conting
ly : freights would be low 2 travelli,
the River would become cheap, and {
conditions wauld give a powerful i
to trade, industry and fe'tlement,
wide extent of crown lands, strety
along the east side of the River mn
a hundred miles, which are unsum
in the Province for agricnltural py
would double snd treble in value, ang
a rapidly increasing eale,the trans o
of lumber would become mueh more
and certain; and, in fine, an impetos
be given ta the settiement, the prod
industry, and the trade of the
which wou'd tell most fnvornhlyum
Provineial Revenue and ‘the nationgl
fare.

The Hon. Charles Fisher, 'n movipg
the session of 1849, the Rill providieg
an annual expenditure upon the §
£2,000, for five years, in reply to
mark from an  oppenent, enid that
claimed for the River counties Justing
should ask for one or twe hundred
#and pounds to make dead water mw

| indicnted, builds only twenty two mils
{the Railway, which is scarcely exps

If we had no River the cost of

tion. The higher sum, which wopld
to all the results which we have y

to pay its running expenses! Butg
could be done with a camparatively ing
nificant sum. In the summer of |
Messrs. Brent and Grent, the lat
whom had afterwards eharge of thel
improvement during the seasonsol I
1851, and 1852, made asurvey of
at the head of the St. John with 1ei
to the feasibility and prohable exnens
damming them, in order to furnish a s
p'y of water during the heat of sum
The reault of their explorations and
lations .is striking and important*
estimdted thatfor £14,100 thete eould
built dams and locks to retain watersl
eient to ““incrense the depth in thek
eight inches during one hundred dap
the dronght of Summer,”

We have at hand no staristies of
trade by the River later than thosaof 13
In that season the steamboats carriel
10,000 Larrels and the tow hoats 3
barrels, in all 44,000 ; while about 6
haed to be hauled in the winter
steamers also carried 6,000 passengen:
Yet the whole time during which
steamers ran, did not, if we are correeh
informed, exceed three months, *

We shali close with a hurried glanet
the history of the improvements on
River, to show that the Governmenth
not done their &uty in the matter.
expenditure of the £2,000 4 year alresf
spoken of commenced in 1850, and &
tinued through 1851 and 1852, uncet
superintendence of Mr. Grant, In I¥
Colonel Maclauchlan was entrusted ¥
the superintendence, and during ‘hf",
the three following years labored atittl
and assiduounly, earning the commendk
tion of the Chief Commissioner of P“b'r'
Works, .in his Reports for 1805 and 1838,
But in 1857 began the reign of Smah:
ism, and Colorel \iuc'luoixlun,'u“‘"lf‘
out as a victim. As the Government
not like to give an outright dilﬁi'fl'”'
officer who had won the good ﬂi‘"‘.".
the people by his s2alous labors it
public service they gat rid of Dim by P
ping the supples. In his report for 1
he hiad estimited the sum pﬁd"”“"{
out the-improvements #Hich, from “;
guaintance with the River he thouglt
cessary at £4,000. Tn 1856 ﬂm’_
expended ; but in 1857 the wark %80
fined ulmost wholly to the towing 1"“.
and the sum expended was but nll'ilh
der the superintenJence of Messr
and Ingraham,

In 1858 scarcely anythin
the river, the same commissionds? X

rosperity. ;
hen the press of S:. John will find

he very mzure for the advocacy of w

hor is & m
o them than to us.

We have discussed this maiter at
;ngth not that-such a reply to the £
aé necussary, but that the public 1
o reminded of facts and consider
}ich they seem too ready to forget.

he topics of the week. X
behaving in an interesting thoagh ne
expected manner. 4
ice running thickly, and the Bonnic
in Bedell's Cove. The “weather b
much more mild, the atmosphere or
ay and Saturday was almost summa;
nn'rl on the latter day the Bonnie
mado another trip, the river being cf
ice.
morning, unloaded, and returned fo
ericton, and on Monday again le
Woodstock. But the weather lad

cl.nf'ged,’ the river was running full
and on Tuesday night and Wedn
forenoon we had a heavy fall of sno
"less than fifteen inches.
reached the Barony, thirty miles
Fredericton, but after lying there
time’ was obligel to tarn down s
We hear that she is frozen in near L
16 miles from Fredericton,
now very high, and covered with ice
ait is comparatively warm, and the
not wanting tokens of a thaw.

ing.
prospect of considerable increase.
following gentlemen were elected
for the current year {—

g was doné ""

.

¢ £258 onthe tawing paths. . The G
iment csnnot:plead the excnse that,
ight of watet prevented a -greater

digare, for shey. provided in. 1868

o0 in the esiimiates, and that for
ing pathe, and -in 1857 ‘we belie
ilar sum. 1 raitg
And while the river is thus. negle
\d railway eommunication between
smmorcial metropolis and the upper ¢
ohn is alsg neglected, the Saint And
:lroad creeps on, slowly but surel
p the country, the&nde of_ which
cen the great source of its wealth

The time is not far di

e are takgn to task by one of their

er of even more impor

e oo

I.OCAL TOPICS.
The weather and the -river have
Bmh‘ haye

Last 'week we le

She reached Woodstock on S:

The st

The ri

On Monday evening the Saint An

Society of Woodsteck held its annual

1t numbers fifteen members

James Robertson, President;
Alexander Gibson, 1s¢ Vice ds..
John Bell, 2nd Vice do.
Rev. I1.J M'Lardy, Chaplain;
John T. Allan, Secretary ;
Hugh M'Lean, Treasurer ;
Robert Donaldsan, John Balloch,
lay, and Wm. M'Kenzie, Com. of
The Society resolved to celebrate
Andrews Day, the 30th instant,by
ret. Messrs R. Donaldson, John E
John E'gur and James Edgar, wi
pointed a committee of arrungeme;
was also resolved to take steps to h
Saciety incorporated at the next se
the Legislature,

———————-——

Weeck or THE INpDraN.—TIt is wi
regret that we learn by telegraph t
steamer, one of the hitherto very ¢
ful Canadian line, was wrecked of
Joseph, near Guysborough, in No
tin, at 5 a.m. on the 21st instant.
of the crew were drowned, and th
is supposed to be a total loss.

The prisoner, Boyer, found (g
manslaughter at the Court of
Terminer held lately in this couk
sentenced by the Court to impri
with hard labor in the Provincia! ]
timy for the term of seven vears,
man Gainett, convicted of an assa
intent to kill, was sentenced to fiv
imprisonment with hard labour in
place. Acting Deputy Sheriff J.
left here on Saturday last with a
team to convey the prisonersto t
tination, which we presume has b
cossfully accomplished. —Herald.

The trial of Moore El'is and 1}

for sausing the death of John Cuss
place in Canrt 1 esterday, the jury

» Msonce of ahaut five minntes, re

verdict of Not Guilty.— S8t John

Mis Graee the Archbishop left y
evening in the steamer ** Empe
Halifax, where he will remain t
‘w0 months, and where 8ll com
tioi s during that should be addr
him,— Freeman, X



