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PROCEEDINGS OF
THE LECISLATORE

ANOTHER HURRIED
ADJOURNMENT TAKEN

Speeches by Messrs. Prior, Curtis and
Eberts—Rumors Regarding
Railway Negotiations.

Press Gallery, March 17th.

The governnient of British Columbia
is again on an up-grade, with no sand
to help make the wheels go round. This
afternoon a paralysis seented to have
set in, and the govermuent was incapa-
ble of getting beyond the debate on the
address, a break being made for adjourn-
ment the moment tlhe otder ‘paper pro-
per was reached. The first half Lour
of the sitting - Joseph ~ Martin ~ spent
amony the ministers, and there scemed
to be a heart to heart talk between the
sénior member for Vaneouwver and the
Attorney-General : especialiy. It is_ 10
secret that the -ecomposite - hiotxehold
which a commmon danger keeps: together
in the government fold is alveady show=
ing indieations of .a stagnpede from- the
sovernmental hearthstone, so wide has
spread sudpicion and mistrust. This af-
ternoon absolute impotence marked the
covernment. Two ministers spoke, the
Minister of Mines apologetically and ab-
solutely without the dash which Vietor-
inns always expect from Col, Prior; the
other, the  Attorney-General, with a
manifest desire to kill time. "He read
copiously from his documients,- and this
filled three-quarters- of his so-called
speech.

The Redistribution bill is evidently not
ready, the government being unable to
reconcile differences on that point, while
rumor says, that the much-vaunted rail-
way negotiations have practically : been
vetoed by the Pacific Improvement Com-
pany. joint owners with the Premier of
the E. (& N railway.  Mackenzie &
Mann, it is stated, offered.the .owners
two million in <bonds, “but” the ~owners
wanted the cash. 'Fhis was not only
declined, according to report, but the
«contractors struck all provision for the
Island railway out of the draft contract.
Whether . this is authentic or not, the
has some reason
for keeping all tha documents in the

matter locked in the secret of its own
breast.

On Mr, Curtis attempting to bring a
charge against the government on privi-
Tega regarding the railway deal,

Mr. Martin objected that something
that affected the whole community could
not be brought' up on privilege, as dis-
tinguished from matters affecting mem-

Mr. Curtis held to the contrary. He
was prepared to make a charge against
the ministrv. Were they prepared to
meet it? He made a grave acensation.
realizing the respousibility he took in
<doing so,

The Speaker ruled the motion out of
order, amid the delighted plaudits of
John Houston, holding that the railway
<ontract not being before the House
the motion was improper.

Mr. Curtis replied that he would bring
the matter up later on.

The Address.

Resuming the debate on the address,

Col, Prior- said that as he had been in
the House and at the head of a depart-
ment but a few days, it was inadvisable
for him to go into general policy.
In regard to mining, the change from
100 to 200 feet rquare in the size of
Dlacer claims had given general satis-
faction.

Agents could now only tak
claimg, and only after filing
of attorney. This had also given satis-
faction, as well as the siznal code, whic¢h
!md been favored by nearly all the unions
I the country. Many- of ‘the mine
Owrérs did not agree with that code,
and their grievances had been set forth
in the Mine Owners’ Memorial. He had
10t yet had, time: to give ;that full con-
sideration. i A e T
The mine owners also objected to send-
2 returns to the department. It was
“ question whether these should be pub-
lished individually when filed with the
2overnment. He thought that was
scarcely wise, but there could be no ob-
Jection to the publication of the aggre-
Rate from each district,

Thke coal miners’ examinagion had met
\H_ih universal approval, both from the
Hiners and owners. - The first wlection
vnder this had passed off without any
tronbla,

The year 1901 had been very satisfac-
tory, notwithstanding the predictions of
those  who thought that it would be
othorwise, “
) In June, 1901, the mineralogist pub-
lished an estimate, The returns showed
how close ho came to the facts. The
tonnage haq increased 66 per cent. over
1900, The itemization of this was as
follows:

o up fwo
their power

in

PTlacer gola, decrense
I.ode “gold, increase
Total gold per cent.
Nilver, £ -+..22 1-5 per cent
T.ead, decrease ... .. vo's AL 1058 per («'nt..
’jumu-r, increase ......... 174 per eent.
Coal, increase per cent.
Coke, increase : per cent.
The gold output of Klondike had been
trumpeted as extraordinary, yet it was
'lv:\l__\" $18,000.000, 2as compared with
Sritish Colnmbia’s $20,000,600.
) I'ha colliers on Vancouver Isiand had
Lield their own, but Crow’s Nest collieries
hadl shown an enormous increase of 90
ber cent. in coal and. 400 per cent in
“oxe. With this high output they were
i ."n]‘vl'n('d that the market was still ir
plied.
found in

..27 4.5 per eent.
per eent.

increase ..11.6

s
Coal deposits had aiso been
Nicola, Similkameen, Skena,
f‘,wl Queen Charlotte, equal to those of
Ula Crow’s Nest,

. el ¢
Co 1 m! Droperties had been staked off
in 1}‘& Kootenays,  and this province
;\'nml soon resemble California in that
€spect.

The old camps ‘were being pretéy well

worked out, but hydraunlicking was tak-
ing the place of individual mining. Atlin
was in a transition period, and would
have a bigger output next year. Old
Cariboo had taken a new lease of life,
and large investments were being made
there, and great returns would be mani-
fest as soou as railways could be got in-
to that country. Supplies had to be
taken to Barkerville, 280 niiles by wa-
gon. Geographitally, Cariboo was on”the
line of the railway the government want-
ed built, namely, the Canadian Northern.

The total-value of output was esti-
mated at $20,713,501 in 1901, as com-
pared “with $16,344,757 in 1900, an in-
crease of 25 per cent.

Increases by metals were as follows:
Copper, 206 per cent.; lode gold, 36 per
cent.; silver, 14 per cent.

Tonnage of ore mined, 1900, 534,796;
1901, 871,832; ineréase, T3 per cent.

The statistics so. far show. that the
increase will be much larger.

The' production in, Canada and Brit-
ish Columbia: follows:

Canada.
Cold (outside Yukon). $6,462,222
Copper (Is.) 40,957,196
Silver (ozs.) 5,078,318
Lead (hs.)
Coal (tons of
ibs.)
Coke {tons of

Ibs.) 373,625 150,931

The lead production of 1901, although
showing a decrease as compared with
1900, shows an increase over 1898 of 87
per ceant., and over 1899 of 129 per cent.,
and is still 25 per cent. higher than the
highest productiofi:-of any year prior to
1908, }

In regatrd to labor troubles, they had
been confined to .the Rossland- eamp, and
were mow" practically over. “The supply
of practical miners was under the “re-
quirements, and more or less “inexperi-
enced men had to be employed. . This led
to trouble.

When thoroughly acquainted with his
department he hoped to be able to pre-
sent the features of mining development
in British Columbia in a much better
way.

Mr, MecPhillips pointed out to the Min-
ister of Mines that there was no law

B. C.
$5,596,700
30,736,798

4,685,718
50,529,260
2,000

6,186,286

covering prospecting for coal oil in this |

country. Clients of his had been shut
out from investment because of this.

The Minister of Mines laid on the
table. the Coal Miners’ rTegulation
Amendment Act.

Smith” Curtis,

Mr. Curtis complained ‘that the min-
ing industry was being ‘neglected by the
governmept, and his right to againspeak

ensued, the Speaker ruling that he might
speak to the amendment.

Mr. Curtis said the minister had un-
dértaken to tell what was the cause of
the.strike at Rossland,

The Minister of Mines—I did not. I
undertook to tell you what my idea ot
it was.

Mr. Curtis—Well, I am very sorry he
has not a better idea.

The strike, said Mr. Curtis, was not
due to the causes Col, Prior had ad-
vanced. The strike in Roesland was
fomented by the managers of the mines,
according to a government paper, the
Vancouver Province. ' The -mien there
were unsurpassed by any set of ininers
on the continent. The men worked un-
der contract, and were paid according to
what they did. The strike was unfor-
tunate, for there seemed no cause for
it. . The sheaker believed that the men
were forced ta strike by a pin-pricking
polioy, followed by one manager, if not
by more. The government failed to cope
with the difficulty. They had taken no
steps to inquire into the causes and ad-
just them. On the resignation of Mr.
McBride there was no one to look into
the matter, although' Mr. MeBride did
intend to go up to Rossland. The gov-
ernment had interfered in favor of the
companies and against the men.

They employed special counsel to prose-
cute the men for infraction of the law.
Yet when one of the companies broke
the law the goveraniment failed to treat
them the same. More, they had ap-
pointed as police commissioner a man
who had made himself obnoxious because
of interference on behalf of the owners.
He regretted that the government had
not interfered, ‘as did the Martin govern-
ment, to settle the strike.

The ‘“unfavorable cohditions”. referred
to in the speech from the throne were
due to the government.. He would like
to see the two per cent. tax removed for
4 while at least. . The -speaker could
not agree that the: outlook in " mining
was good. 1He forhd in England & treat
indiffcrence to mining in this province.
This tax was most onerous on low grade
ore, and amounted to 13 or 20 per cent.
on the output of some properties.

This tax applied to properties which had
been brought into existence before this
government  came iuvto power.  They
looked in vain for mines created out of
prospects by this government. After 18
months of agitation the government had
got out a handbook on British €olum-
bin’s mineral resources. Tliat was the

‘v they did. After five years they

“misht do smelting for the mines.

Mr.
then. ;
Out of §5.144.555 collected in revenue

Neill—The session won’t be over

‘from the provinece, $2.572,275 came from

tho metalliferous mines,

He had listened with inlerest to the
speech made by Alr. Martin—a speech
ho had heard a number of times—in
which“he reaffirmed his great principles
on that question, but he had concluded
by saying he would vote against that
principle. What were his words worth?
Yot he was supporting a government
which declined to do anything to for-
ward those principles,

Mr. Mart'n here rose and said that
tha government didn't get a chance to
do anything, because Mr. Curtis and
=omae others on the opposition side were

.keening the business back.

Ay, Curtis—That is absolutely untrue.
Who has been adjourning the House
from day to day? (Applause.)

Mr. Martin—Well, we had to get some
sleep.

Mr. Cortis—I am not surprised that the
hon. gentleman cannot sleep at nights, if
he had any conscicnce or remnant of a
conscienea left. (Laughier.)

Cortinuing, Mr, Curtis said what im-
portance could be attached to the re-
marks of the hon. gentlenvan (Mr, Mar-
tin), although he was pledged np to theé

bilt against Oriental immieration. That |
., gentleman had- held that the C, P. R.

was the princinal factor in opposing the
cxclusion of Orientals, and in securing

1,712,715 !

the disallowance of Oriental legislation,
and he (the speaker) was informed that
the biggest lobby being put up in Wash-
ington for the Proctor bill was being put
up by the representatives of the C, P. R.
If this company had sufficient influence
to cause the disallowance of the bill at
Ottawa, they doubtless had sufficient in-
fluence with the present government,
which was a C. P. R. government, to see
that they brought in no such legislation.

Such legislation as they sought to re-
enact should come from the government,
and not from private members. - It re-
quired officers: to . enforee,  and hence
should emanate from {be government.
He felt that they should not accept-any
less right than was accorded an Aus-
tralian, and hence would give the amend-
ment his support.

Hon. D. M. Eberts,

The Attorney-Generai said the govern-
ment was ‘very much alive to the Ori-
ental question. In view of the corres-
pondence between the provincial and

1 Dominion governments the mover of the

of the resolution should withdraw. it,
The delegation to Ottawa had brought
up the gquestion of Chincse and .T:lpamjse
emigration, and he read the m(‘mom.nl
to prove that the government was Iin
earnest on the matter., :
Continuing, he held that the provincial
government had made out a very strong
case, and he also. held that the govern-
ment had dong its best to keep the
Chinese out. He recalled the bill brought
on by Mr. Walkem' putting $10 a head
on tile Chinese, but disallowed by. ’f,he
courts. He hoped to see the-Dominion
covernment increase the tax' to §500.
Trom 1872 to 1900 the matter had been
a'contingous one before thé govermnent.
The' government had assented -to t.he
Immigration’ Act and the Labor Act, in-

troduced by Messrs, Tatlow and Helme-:

ken. The government Irad backed ap the
bills. Ak

Mr, Curtis—Why the provinciar secre-
tary voted against it.

Mr, Eberts—He may
them as-uncomstitutional.

The Tatter was taken up, he said, by
the Japanese consul, and the Attorney-
General was asked to report to the Im-
perial government on the matter, and
the speaker thereupon read the corres-
pondenee on the subject and his written
defence of the legislation.

He thought the language employed was
as strong as it could possibly be. 'The
matter had. gone to the Priyy Couwncil,
where; British Columbia would be rep-
resented by Christopher, obinson, of To-
ronto, while Edward Blake nppen:red“for

have regarded

on the debate being questioned a wranglé- ‘the  Chingse.” . He< believed the provinee |

would win‘in that case.” He"then rend
his letter of instructions to Mr, Robin-
son. The government had protested
against disallowance, and the govern-
ment would do everythiig to difsuade
the Oriental hordes from coming to this
province.

The charge had been made that the
government was influenced by the C. T
R. No one had tendered the govesn-
ment adwvice on the matter. He =aid
they would pass Mr. Helmcken’s - bill
through the House if they got the
chance. Mr. Helmcken deserved great
credit for his prompt action, in which
he would be backed by the government
of the province. The Premier intended
to lay the matter before the King ard
council“on his visit to England. The
legislation to date caused the Mikado
to forbid emigration.

Mr, McPhillips asked for the report
of the Minister of Justice on the matter,
as Mr. Martin claimed the disallowance
was on grounds of Imperial policy.

This the Attorney-General promised.

Continuing, he said this was the only
portion of Canada which was reaily af-
fected by this immigration. Even the
passing aof resolutions, of no effect so far
as law was concerned, would show the
Dominion government that the province

ras in earnest.

In regard to the Rossland strike, it
was suggested to the government that
mine owners were - going across the
border and bringing iu laborers. The
province , had nothing to do with the
Alien Act, which was =ought to be in-
voked, it being a Dominion measure.
The labor people at Rossland wired the
speaker, and asked him to employ coun-
sel at Rossland to appear for the in-
former in 50 or G0 cases, and if penalties
had been recovered the sum wonld go to
the receiver-general of Canada. The
Attorney-General replied that it was not
their business. The Dominion took the
matter ap. quite properly. It was ‘not

the business of the proyvince to prosecuté‘

imder, a” Dominion “aéti and- . give i the
penalties, if .there were any, to the Dé-
nminion authorities.

Mr, Curtis—The statute under which
you did intervene for the rich Le Roi
Company, svas that a Dominion statute
or not? “Would not the fine have gone
to the Daminion government?

The Atforney-General—That was un-
der the criminal law of the Dominion.

Mr. Curtis—In the case of all offences
against that law, do you employ special
counsel ?

The Attorney-General replied that he
would interfere when he thought the law
was being violated. whether the man
was rich or poor. He had renerts that
a lot of men were harassing a boy in the
streets of Rossland and immediately took
steps to prosecnte. “I will go after
every man who breaks the criminal law,”
he added, “although this may be used
against me politically.”

Mr. Curtis—Is the city of Rossland not
able to keep law within its borders?

Hon, Mr. Eberts, coneluding,: said the
government would do its best to keep
Orientals out of British Columbia,

The Adjournment,

+ Mr, MecPhillips moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate in order to see the
papers read by the Atorney-General.
This was carried.

Here the P’remier moved that
House at its rising stand adjourned till
2 o'clock to-morow.

Mr, Curtis said he would therefore
have to move his retolution to-morrow.

Mr. McBride pointed out, too, that by
the Speaker’s ruling he was being pre-
vented from moving his rexolution ask-
ing for the Canadian Northern papers,
owipg to the Premier moving the ad-
journment of the House before the order
paper was commenced. This would shut
ont all the provilemes of a private mem-
bee, and would applv to the government
side as well as to the opposition. This
was to his mind a, gross departnra from
the spirit of the constitution which per-
mitted sweh a resolution, {

Mr. MePhillips cited the English prac-

the

tice to the same point, but the House
rose without the matter being settled.

Press Gallery, March 18.

My, ‘Curtis launched his bolt against
the Premier this evening, when, after
a determined effort on the part of the
government to prevent him, he got be-
fore the House his charge against the
Premier and his colleagues in connection
with the railway deal. - Capt. Tatlow
was, almost as explicit as Mr, Curtis in
making his charge. A committee of in-
Fquiry avill be asked for from the Ilouse.

The ‘day was _notable because of the
termination of the address on the speech,
although the government were evidently
“desirous that it might be prolonged in

their redistribution house in order. The
long-expected  bill failed to materialize
again to-day.

The- epposition succeeded 'in putting
the government and 1ts Martinite sup-
porters on record ‘during the afternoon,
as opposing the re-énactment of anti-
Oriental legislation, and of refusing to
produce the railway correspondence after
a committee of private citizens bave
been permitted to examine the papers.

noon’s achievements.
The Address.
The motion of Mr. Green to adjourn
the debate, as mentioned in this after-
sue, was as follows:
: Messrs, ‘I8, C. Smith, Neill,
Hawthornthwaite, Gifford, Curtis, Mun-

low, Garder, Juiten, Murphy,
and McBride—13,

Nays:” Messrs
Stables, " Oliver,

Taylor

McInnes, Gilmour,
Martin, Kidd, Hall,
Dunsmuir, Eberts, A. W. Smith, Elli-
son, Clifford, Prentice, Wells, Rogers,
Dickie, Mounce and Prior—18.

Mr Hayward was absent, being in at-
tendanco at the funeral of a constituent,
and Messrs. - Houston and Hunter were
alse away. A

Mr. Green said ‘he merely wanted the
business ‘to be proceeded .with. - His
views were well known, and he would
not further take up the time -of the
House.

Mr. Gilmour.

Mr. Gilmour was in favor of the
amendment, but he thought it was only
iitended to defeat the government, and
if the opposition eame to power he didn't
think they would take any action on“it.
He wonld suphort the amendment if it
came from the government. He was not

talist. -

Amendment Defcated:~

workingman. moie than witl the ¢api-

A division was then taken on the Mon-
golian  amendment"of - Mr. Helmcken,
which was defeated 16—18, Mr, Hay-
ward having returned,

Tho Finance Minister,

The Minister of Finance offered the
usual congratulations to the: mover and
seconder, and to the speaker,

Financial matters, he said, ‘he would
deal with later. In regard to agrieul-
ture he held that farming, stock raising
and fruit growing had béen most satis-
factory. In his own district the stock
raisers had got an unprecedented price
for cattle, and thiough .the Dairymen
Association over 2,000 head of cattle had
been imported. A test had been made
with a carload of fruit to Manitoba,
which it bad reached in good condition,
and been sold at a profit.
had generally Leen most successful,

In rezard to the reduetion in freight
rates, he held that these had been tangi-
ble, ' The . importation of cattle from
Ontario would not have- been possible
had it not been for that reduction. There
had been a reduction of from 20 to 50
per. . cent. on. fruit, Then there
had been a special reduction of 33
per-cent for small lots of fruit. Mixed
carloads of fruits and vegetables had
been handled at a substantii] reduction,
There had been special rates to the
Fraser, north and west coast points. In
other instances there had been a reduc-
tion of 30 per cent. On stumping
powder the rate had been reduced one
half. -~ These were some of the things
accomplished through Mr. Palmer's ef-
forts. The government had been so suec-
cessful that they hoped to continue Mr.
Palmer in that connection this yvear.

Mr, Green asked if there was any re-
duction on ores and mining powder, ~

Tha Tinance Minister—Mr, Palmer is
an offieial of the agricultural department
only, f s }

Alr: Green—This Foverument seems to
ba‘streng on’ agricylture.

Mr.  Curtis—Has any other railway
made a reduction?

The Finance Minister—I am not aware.

Mr. Curtis—Has apnlication been made
to any other rairway to reduce its rate?

only a few months to do his work, but
that matter is also under consideration.

Mzr. Neill pointed out that if Alr. Pal-
mer was to be taken from his duties as
fruit inspector and compelled to do
double work, it was hardly fair to that
zenlous and highly efficient officer,

The Finance Minister replied that if
the duties were too onereus, another of-
ficer wonld be employed,

In resard to stumpage power, applica-
tion had been put in for more than 3.000
pounds, but wherever possible he had
scen that farmers got their powder
cheap.

A tribute was paid to Mr. Hadwen
for his efforts to import young cattle. If
this stock could be obtained nas cheap
henceforth as this vear, it would relieve
British Columbia ranchers of the neces-
sitv of breeding stock.

He thonght the financial relations of
British Columbia to Canada, was &
more burning question than that of rail-
ways, and he predicted it wouid be the
burnine auestion at the next election,
‘He szid that without any desire to make
rolitical canital, because hoth parties had
been eanally remiss in their treatinent
of British Columhia,

- He quoted the financial statemert sub-
mitted at Ottawa in favor of hetter
terms. hy which a balance in British (o-
Inmbi«’s favor o2 §13.000,000 was claim-
ed. Trese firnres had never been 7ain-
said, and indicated a state of affairs
which conld rot be allowed to eontinne,
The provirce wg
The local

Jvstice, covernuwent wasg en-
lurbia’s claim before Ottawa.

The co-fieuration of the conntry on-
hanced the cost of administration which

beceming a minister he had sought to

order to give them a longer space to pht |

They were well satisfied with the after-

ro, ‘Greon, MecPhillips, Helmcken, Tat- |

{ Day.
- partionlarly anxious to stand in with the:

{ out

I'ruit growing |

The Finance Minister—Mr, Palmer had |

ot for
titled to credit for bringing British Co- |

 was 2 ta 1 comnared with. Ontario. Since !

! ind some means of economy, yet he had

been unable to find any way in which to
materially reduce expenditure. -Ior in-
stance, the administration of justice in
British Columbia cost $1.20 per edpita,
while Manitoba cost 52 cents,. Quebec 33
cents, Nova Scotia 5 cents and Prince
Edward Island 16 cents. For - roads,
British Columbia paid $2.44 per capita,
Manitoba 90 cents, Outario 12 cents,
Quebec €3 cents: The total cost was
$11.62 in British Columbia, compared
with $1.85 in Ontario and $2.70 in Que-
bee.

To show how the province lost in in-
itial setlement, he satd the capital ex-
penditure in settling 100 families in the
Bulkley valley would be $31,000 the first
year, $3,200 the cost of maintenance,
whila the revenue from all sources would
not exceed $1,500. On the other hand,
if these one hundred families bought
$20,000 worth of goods the Dominion
government would get $5,000 it least.

AMr. Curtis—Are you giving the land’

away?

The Finance Minister—Xo,

Mr., Curtis—Tt is stated in the press
that you are giving away 1C0 acres to
each man,

The Finance Minister—I don’t know.
The terms are not completed.

He argued that the British = North
America Act would not have " to be
amended to get better terms, and read
the correspondence hetween Sir John
Macdoraid and Joseph Howe in the case
of Nova Scotia, which seemed to bear
out his contention. As a result of that
agitation better terms wore secured, and
larga concessions made to Nova Scotia,
but even then Nova Scotia was not sat-
isfied, and Howe was so abused that he
died of a broken heart. In 1885 Mr.
Fielding swept the province with the ery
of “Bétter terms or secession.” The
vory arguments there used.were identi-
cal with those being nsed in British Co-
lumbia to-day, and before many years
passed the Dominion government would
be forced to take thisc matter up.

Mr. Curtis asked the Finance Minis-
ter to discuss the railway auestion.

The Finance Minister—That will
discussed when the papers
the House.

Mzr. Martin—Hear, hear.

Mr. E. C. Smith.

Mr. B, !C. Smith, who was received
with - loud applause, said the troublous
tintes through which . the proviuce was
passing would probably go down to his-
tory as “British, Columbia’s Great Wash
(Laughter.)

Coming-to the speech, there was little

be
are before

Justify kopé for the futnre,
“There was but one positive statement,

in the past to warraat satisfaction or to

and that was in reeard to the reduction ”

in freight rates. That was attributable
not to the government or the C. P. R.,
but to the competition in the trade of

ricultural produce frem the seuth of
the lint.

His own distriet had doubled in popu-

. lation thix year owing to the building of

the  competitive lne—(hoar, hear)—the
Crow’s Nest Southern. That had forced
the C. P. R. to anticipate matters by re-
ducing their rates.

The Liquor License-Act did not work
satisfactory in his district. Now
any one wanting to go inta the hotel
busiress had to get a petitioncof] i
thirds of the householders. ~@he ZOY
ment agent could rule upon-that }wtj-
tion as well as a board of commissioner 3

Concluding, he asked that those pros-
pectors who had gone out to fight the
Empire’'s battles should be protected in
their rights. He believed the act pro-
tecting them had lapsed, and he asked
that provision be made so that
rights would be prescrved,

The Division,

their

A division was then taken on the ad-
dress, which resulted the same as en-Mr,
Helmeiken’s amendment, namely, 16—1%.

The Finance Minister moved that the
address be referred to a select commit-
tee, consisting of members of the gov-
ernment.. This passed.

The Speaker then declared the address
carried, and Messrs, Prior and Eberts
smote their desks delightedly.

TFirst Readngs.

The following hills were
and read a first time:

AMr. McInnes—Act to amend the Liquor
License Act, 1900. !

Mr. Curtis—Act to amend thé Rail-
way Assessment Act,

The Redistribution bill being reached,

introduced

Mr. Eberts said “pass.” and being chaff-.

ed by -the opposition took & doenment
out of his focket and shook’ it; " saying
“There it is,” While his opporients shout-
ed, “Let us see it.”

E. & N, Timber Cut,

Capt, Tatlow moved that an erder of
the House be granted for a return set-
ting forth:

1. Amount of royalties collected on
timber cut within the Esquimalt ‘& Na-
raimo raiiway belt in the years 1899,
1900 -and 1901°?

2. From wyhom stch royalties were col-
lected?

3. Amount of timber ent within said
limits in tho\‘(‘am 1899, 1900 and 19012

4. How much of same has been export-
ed not manufactured? #

5. How njuch timber cuts within said
limits ‘in ‘eich of said years paid neo
royalty whatever?

6. By whom it was eut?

He said: “I frankly admit that my ob-
jeet in . making this motion is for the
purpose of showing that the amendment
to the Land Act of last session. brought
in as’ yon are aware at a very late hour
on the last dav of the session, was put
through the House too hastily, and did
not receive the consideration so import-
ant a subject de<erves.

“I contend that the effert nf the act
in prohibiting the export of timber ent
on provineial lands is to lower the valne
of these lands as compared with tracts
of land in private hands which are ot
affected hy the art. such as tha B, & N.
railway belt: and T want ¢o find s fard
28 ppssible the extent of ‘this invidions
dicerimination.

“The timher inenector’s rerarzs do not
profess to give thig information. as that
official states he is unahle to o“tain the
smourt of timber. cut on the E. & N:

H l\'\' .
s being treataed with in: {

Tarnine +n the timher inspector’s ro-
1900, cossiomal papers 1900,
raen 427, U find be writes ag follows: ‘T
bhava not heem able to obtain an account
of tha anantities (Hmber and cordwond)
et on Deminion lands. ard omlv
tiallv. of -thet At an tha Feani

Nanaimo railway belt, but as ro

nar-

1o

«able tH the proviu

not payable to the province upon such
timber the fact that such returns are
not complete does not affect the revenue.’

“And the report :goes on to state: ‘In
that year the quantity cut on Crown
lands and-leasholds was 164,389,386 feet;
on private property, 115,400 feet, and
on E. & N. belt (so far as reported), 24,-
880,500 feet; a total of 214,395,283 feet.

“That is to say that in thig report it
is admitted that the amoGnt of timber
cut on pjrivate lands and the E, & N.
belt is underestimated when it is put: at
one-quarter of the total production, and
even that -contributes nothing :to the,
rovenue derived from timber which for
the year 1899 was $116,559.

“Going on to the report for 1900 page
520), the inspector says: ‘I do not include
any timber cut on Dominion lands, and
only a portion of that cut on the E. &
N. railway lands,’” but adds, as before,
that this does not affect the revenue, as
no royalty is payable to the province, In
that year (1900) the amount of timber
cut on Crown lands and leaseholds (aec-
cording to this report) was 232,831,082
feet; on private lands, 9.745.641 feet, and
on the E. & N. belt, 272,770 feet; a
total of 269,850,593 feet, of which again
a very large portion did not contribute
to the timber zevenue of the province.

“*Now I contend that this large quan-
tity of timbLer (of which we were told
that the 27,000,000 feet was only a par-
tial estimate) cut in 1900 for other than

4 purposes should pay royalty.

“I know it is<claimed that lands in the

& N. railway belt are not liable to
axation under section 22 of the Island
tailway Act, 1884, which say that they
‘shail not be subject to taxation unless
and until the same are used by the com-
pany for other than railway purposes or
leased, occupied, sold or alienated.’

“A decision of the Iull court in Feb-
rary, 1
Lumber & Manufactaring Company,
somowhat clucidates this matter.
argued by Mr., Gordon Hunter, now
chiel justice, ‘that any disposition of the
lands which would result in the beneficial
use of them by the railway company for
other than railread purposes, or by any
one “clse for any purpose, would at once
render them liable to taxation.

t
1
H

‘his argument secms to have weighed i

largely svith Mr, Justice McCreight, who
says, in his judgment: ‘Section 22 is to
bo geverned by the ordinary rules gov-
orning the construction of acts of parlia-
ment, and 1 think leaves the lands of
tho. lumber company-liable to be asHess-
ed. - This decision was concurred in by
Mr, " JuStice Walkem -and «Mr. Justice
D,;'u[;(‘.r It is true leave was ‘obtained 4o
appeal, BTt o appeal’ lifis over. been
made, ®
I'hereforo it is for the purposa of be-
able to deal inte ligently -avith - this
important question that I ask for
retwmn,
“Now, #18, T am-thoro:
keeplng ouir raw material in the prov-

neo for the prrrose of buildizg vy in-

1 vilaat =2
dusiviey axiongst ourselves, and 1 only
Wi 1t was within our power to impose

an export duty, but after all we have

‘almost as effective a weapon in our own
hards in the power to impose taxes and ,

£ive rebates wherever desirable, and it
is with this end in view, for the purpose
of preventing the export of all (not only
a part) of the manufactured timber of
the. prevince -that I want this informa-
tion, with a view to the repeal of the
present section of the Land Act dealing
with the matter snd the substitution
therefor of a stumpage tax on all tim-
ber cut in British Columbia with a re-
bate of the same on all timber manu-
factured in this province,

“With reference, to my eopening re-
mark that this matter did not receive full
consideration I would ecall the Hon.
Chief Commissioner’s attention to the
fact that the act prohibity the exporta-
tion of telegraph poles, piles; ties and

m'ning props, which, while practically “in ‘
the rough, are really as far manufactur- |

¢d as is necessary. We are informed

that a demand for piles is springing up :

in the Philippines where they are need-
ed in the reclamation” of low lands
around some of the principal cities, I
understand that a contract for 24,000

piles had to be refused recently in this

province as the Chief Commissioner raled
that under the act such articles not being
manufactured could not be exported. I
bope this also will be rectified in the
introduction of a measure that will. bé
equally fair to all interests, and while

tending ‘to foster®the industries of the’

province” will not prove to be what our
neighbors call a ‘jug handled’ -peolicy.”

The Chief Commissioner, sgid that the |

land of 'the I8 & N. 'belt ware fiot dmen-

dal tax. ' The govern-
son to regret the pas-
suage of the bill t year. 1t had stimu-
leted the timber industry and had given
cur people the trade.

He thought the stumpage tax was im-
practicable,

Mr, Curtis asked if the act of
year was intended to
granted before the passing of the act,

The Chief €ommissioner—Yes; to n
leases.

M, Curtis pointed out that the E, &
N. lands had been excluded from the
operation of the act passed last session

nient had no r

lase

1

affecting land grants to other railway’

ccmpanies, There was no reason why
IE. & N. lands should be exempted.
movince should put a tax on the E, &
N. lands.

The Chief Commissioner—You can’t.

Mr, Curtis held they could, and Capt. { speaker.

Tuatlow also said:. “Iear, hear.”

The government by its action in re-
gard to the coal tax, e sajid, had
shown that the matter could be dealt
with, If “this could apply to .coal it
could certainly be applied to timber, The
way was already laid down by the gov-
ernment. The provision in the statute
seented to De an interference with trade.

, in the Queen vs. Victoria |

It was |

1zhly in favor of '

i
“{ Were ‘members.
t

i

i charged the Premicr that
i he was profiting
| Mackenzie & Mann for the sale of his

{ railroad,

apply to leases i

|
i
i

The |

! long as they were used for railway pur-
poses., He took issue that this timber
could be used for any and all purposes
and not be subject to taxation. The in-
tention of parliament was to give the
company the benefit of the land for ase
for railway purposes. Timber and coal
were chattel interests, and if the gen-
eral law of the country admitted of tax-
ation then they were not exempt. e
wags loath’ to withdraw from the com-
pany any benefits it aequired under its
charter. But it was their duty to make
the burden of taxation fall - where it
shotld be borne, and that there shou'd
nbe no privileges to any one.

Mr. Neill held that the tax was falling
on’ piles, and props heavier than on tim-
ber; 'The act of last year also killed
the export trade in props, and this af-
fected districts like North Viectoria,
which should be represented.

The Chief Commissioner said the gov
( ernment was considering the modifi
tion of the act in the direction indicated
| by Mr, Neill.

The motion passed.

The Railway “Agreement.”

Mr. Helmcken moved the following
resolution: That an humble address be
presented to His Honor the Lieutenant-
Governor, asking him to cause to be laid
before this House copies of the proposed
contract and all correspondence. and let-
ters and other material which have pass-
ed between the provincial government, or
any member thereof, and any person er
persons or corporations, touching the
| securing of the cons tion in British
}(, lumbia of a railway from Bute Inlet
| to Yellowhead Pass with the railway
| System: om Vancouver Island.
| Mr. Helmcken presumed there would
|
J

be no opposition to this from the gov-
ernment as reference was made to this
matter in the King’s speech, while the
statement had been made that a railway
ccntract bad been signed by Mackenzie
& Mann, but not by the government, He
renewed the history of these negotiations,
and said tke country stood agh at the
refusal of the government to bring down
their papers. He referred to the re-
nowned ‘certificate” of Messrs, Munsie,
McQuade and Todd, who, he 1, were
business men, and doubtless knéw more.
about the matter than the members of
the House.

Col. Prior—Hear, hear.

Continuing, Mr. Helmcken read ‘he
famous document, and added that while
the effects of that certificate as nob
seen, “the contract. itself, had not made
its appearance. He $caored -the govein-
; ent severely for their: failure to acéede
to the requests of members. NWhiatever
{ this contract was, it Should be hefore the
|
|

House, ‘especially as the Attorney-Gen-

eral had conceded the’ justice of the re-

Gmest by bringing down the draft agree-
| wenk.; ¥
- Mr., McPhillips sald the opposition

members had been placed in an awkward
and invidious position during the recent
! campaign by being deprived of informa-
*fion Whith was vouchsafed to the mem-
! bers of the administrion and three

private citizens. It almost seemed as
| though the cabinet had grown to eight
or ning members, He laid emphasis on
i the gross disrespect which had been
‘ shown the members from Victoria and
, of the House. It seemed further that
i there was a hitch in the negotiations,
and the House was entitled to the full in-
formation.” The Minister of Mines had
declared that he would resign if the
building of the road was cond ional, on

Dominion aid, yet, when he was obligzed

to admit that there was such a provisiom

' he failed to resign. He ventured to say
| that if a legal gentleman had been in-
cluded among the three gentiemen +whos
signed that contract, he would have
i hesitated” very much before signing it.
i The government took the franchise frome:
! the people on a question which if not «
- misrepresentation was at least a. misin-
ternretation of the contract.

The Minister of Mines thought time
would cure the warmth of the last
speaker.” The request was unreasonable.
i Great negotiations were in progr with
. men of high standing by the government:
{nmil those negotiations were closed it
| was unreasonable to ask that those doecu-
ments be brought ' down. This was
centrary to the practice. " As a business:
man, ke thought the government should
. keep those negotiations to, themselves.
All the documents were not shown toe
the gentlemen mentioned. They had ap-
pended their names as private citizens,
so as not to be confounded with the
board of trade, of which two of them

The government kaew its business.and
controlled “the Heuse; and- would pet

I bring the papers down.
|~ Capt. Patlow said weeks ago he

had
he was a
party to a jprivate agreement whereby
through a deal withe

The Premier—I denied it.
Capt. Tatlow said if he did so it was

[i::::udihl}'. and any way his organ the
! next morning had practically conceded

the truth of his charge.

Unless they: brought that down they
could not purge themselves of the charge
that the Premier had given away a great
amount of land, in return for which he
was to receive a big price for the E. &
N

The Minister of Mines—What has that
got to do with it?

Mr, Curtis said he agreed with the lask
There was something wroag.
He would make a specific charge, amk
to-morrow would ask for a commission
of inquiry.

Objection being taken by the Attor-
ney-Generzl, the Speaker said that the
member for Rossland took the respon-
sthility on his own shoulder, and if he
failed to prove them he must make an
apology. to the House.

He objected, however, to an inter-
ference with | the rights ef

who ‘held. leasés Dbefore the aet waw

passéd,  and thus deprive them of their
That kind of legislation scared

rights.
capital out of the province, If a
acquired cer

man

athers went free.

roaded through., He didn’t know of the
ohjectio provision baing in - the act
at the time, Here:
to bills being railroaded through in that
shave,
Mz,
tion,
sioner

McPhillips supported the resoln-
He thought the Chiéf Commis-
gave too wide an interpretation
to the statute which provided that the
lands should be exempt from taxation so

U BRGSO

people |

uin rights with his lease he
should not be singled out for a tax while |
The act of last session i dousu’t
went through its third readings the last !
night of the session, and had been rail- ! against You; too.

I authorisies,

The Attorney-General—It iy no satis-
faction to get an apology from some pea—
ple.

Mr,
bility.
liament.
outside.

The

Martin—But there is no responsi-
He is protected by Act of Par-
He wouldn’t make the charge

Attorney-General—The
affect me at all
Curtis—Oh, there’s a

chargo
Mr,

charge

{LContinuing,
jected teo

the Attorney-General
these insane cl Las

ob-
he

e | ® . ?
fter he would object | called them; going broadecast.

The Premier to the Attorney-General—
Never mind, let him s what
The Speaker asked Mr.

+ likes.

Curtis for

Mr, Curtis eited the ease of Mr., Hun-
tingdon’s charges re the Pacific scandak
and Mr, Martin’s Mr.

charge

against
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