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tice to the same point, but the House 
rose without the matter being settled.

worked out, but hydraulicking was tak- 
I ing the place of individual mining. Atlin 

was in a transition period, and would 
• have a bigger'output next year. Old 

Cariboo had taken a new lease of life, 
and large investments were being made 
there, and great returns would be mani­
fest as soou as railways could be got in­
to that country. Supplies had to be 
taken to Barkerville, 280 miles by wa­
gon. Geographibally, Caribço was on the 

| line of the railway the government want;ADJOURNMENT TAKEN j ed built, namely, the Canadian Northern.
The total value of output was esti­

mated at $20,713,501 iu 1901, as com­
pared with $10,344,757 in 1900, an in­
crease of 25 per cent.

Increases by metals were as follows : 
Copper, 206 per cent; lode gold, 3G per 
cent.; silver, 14 per cent.

Tonnage of ore mined, 1900, 554,796; 
1901, 871,832; increase, 75 per cent.

The statistics so far show that the 
increase will be much larger.

The production in Canada and Brit­
ish Columbia follows:

find some means of economy, yet he hind 
been unable to find any way in which to 
materially reduce expenditure, 'For in­
stance, the administration of justice in 
British Columbia cost $1.20 per capita, 
while Manitoba cost 52 cents, Quebec 33 
cents, Nova Scotia 5 cents and Prince 
Edward Island 16 cents* For roads, 
British Columbia paid $2.44 per capita, 
Manitoba 90 cents, Ontario J2 cents, 
Quebec 05 cents. The total cost was 
$11.6^ in British Columbia, compared 
with $1.85 in Ontario and $2.70 in Que­
bec.

not payable to the province upon such 
timber the fact that such returns are 
not complete does not affect the revenue.’

“And the report gçes on to state: ‘In 
that year the quantity cut on Crown 
lands and leasholds was. 166,399,386 feet; 
on private property, 23,115,400 feet, and 
on E. & N. belt (so far as reported), 24,- 
880,500 feet; a total of 214,395283 feet.

“That is to say that iir this report it 
is admitted that the amollnt of timber

N.

the disallowance of Oriental legislation, 
and he (the speaker) was informed that 
the biggest lobby being put up in Wash­
ington for the Proctor bill was being put 
up by thq representatives of the Ç. P. It. 
If this company had sufficient influence 
to cause the disallowance of the bill at 
Ottawa, they doubtless had sufficient in­
fluence with the present government, 
which was a C. P. R. government, to see 
that they brought in no such legislation.

Such legislation as they sought to re- 
efiact should come from- the government, 
and not from private members. It re­
quired officers to enforce, and hence 
should emanate from the government. 
He felt that they should not accept any 
less right than was accorded an Aus­
tralian, and hence would give the amend­
ment his support.

long as they were used for railway pur­
poses. He took issue that this timber 
could be used for any and all purposes 
and not be subject to taxation. The in­
tention of parliament was to give the 
company the benefit of the land for use 
for railway purposes. Timber and coal 
were chattel interests, and if the gen­
eral law of the country admitted of tax­
ation then they were not exempt, lie 
wa.s loath to withdraw from the com­
pany any benefits it acquired under its 
charter. But it was their duty to make 
the burden of taxation fall where jfc 
should be borne, and that there shouM

Press GgJJery, March 18. 1
Mr. Curtis launched his bolt against 

the Premier this evening, when, after 
a determined effort on the part of the 
government to prevent him, he got be­
fore the House his charge against the 
Premier and his colleagues in connection 
with the railway deal. Capt. Tatlow 
was. almost as explicit as Mr. Curtis in 
making his charge. A committee of in­
quiry will be asked for from the House.

The day was ^notable because of the 
termination of the address on the speech, 
although tlie government were evidently 
desirous that it might be prolonged in 
order to give them a longer space to ptit 
their redistribution house in order. The 
long-expected bill failed to materialize 
again to-day.

The opposition succeeded in putting 
the government and its Martinite sup­
porters on record during the afternoon, 
as opposing the re-enactment of auti- 
Oriental legislation, and of refusing to 
produce the railway correspondence after 
a committee of private citizens h&ve 
been permitted to examine the papers. 
They were well satisfied with the after­
noon’s achievements.

Tho Address.
The motion of Mr. Green to adjourn 

the debate, as mentioned in this after­
noon's issue, was as follows:

Ayes: Messrs. E. C. Smith, Neill, 
Hawthomthwaite, Gifford. Curtis, M-un- 
ro, Greon, McPhillips, Ilelmeken, Ta.t- 
iow. Garden, Fulton, Murphy, Taylor 
and McBride—15.

Nays: Messrs. Melnnes, Gilmour, 
Stables, Oliver, Martin. Kidd, Hall, 
Dunsmuir, Eberts, A. W. Smith, Elli­
son, Clifford, Prentice, "Wells, Rogers, 
Dickie, Mounce and Prior—IS.

Mr. Hayward was absent, being in at­
tendance at the funeriil of a constituent, 
‘and Messrs. Houston and Hunter 
also away.

Mr. Green said he .merely wanted the 
business to be proceeded . with. His 
views were well known, and he would 
not
House.

ÏHE LEGISLATURE
ANOTHER HURRIED cut on pjrivate lands and the E. 

belt is underestimated when it is put at 
one-qilarter of the total production, au,d 
even that contributes nothing ’ to tliA, 
revenue derived from timber which for \be no privileges to any one.

Mr. Neill held that the tax was falling 
on piles, and props heavier than on tim- 
ber% The act of last year also killed 
the export trade in props, and this af­
fected districts like North Victoria, 
which should be represented.

The Chief Commissioner said the gov- 
con-sideriiig the modifica­

tion of the act in the direction indicated 
by Mr. Neill.

The motion passed.

To show how the province lost in in­
itial setlement, he said the capital ex­
penditure in settling 100 families in the 
Bulkley valley would be $31,000 the first 
year, $3,200 the cost of maintenance, 
while the revenue from all sources would 
not exceed $1,500. On the other hand, 
if these one hundred families bought 
$20,000 worth of goods the Dominion 
government would get $5.000 (at least.

Mr. Curtis—Are you giving the land ' 
away?

The Finance Minister—No.
Mr. Curtis—It is stated in the press 

that you are giving away ICO acres to 
each man.

The Finance Minister—T don’t know. 
The terms aret not completed.

He argued tfin.t the British North 
America Act would not have to be 
amended to get better tenus, and read 
the correspondence between Sir John 
Macdonald and Joseph Howe in the

the year 1S99 was $116,559.
“Going on to the report for 1900 page 

520), the inspector says: T do nqt include 
any timber cut on Dominion lands, and 
only a portion of that cut on the E. & 
N. railway lands,’ but adds, as before, 
that this does not affect the revenue, as 
no royalty is payable to the province. Inx 
that year (1900) the amount of timber 
cut on Crown lands and leaseholds (ac­
cording to this report) was 232.831,982 
feet; oil private lands, 9.745.641 feet, and 
on the E. Sc N. belt, 27,272,770 feet; a 
total of 269,850,393 feet, of which again 
a very large portion did not contribute 
to the timber revenue of the province.

“Now I contend that this large quan­
tity of timber (of which we were told 
that the 27,000,000 feet was only a par­
tial -estimate) cut in 1900 for other than 
railway purposes should pay royalty.

“I know it isxclaimed that lands in the 
E. & N. railway belt are not liable to 
taxation under section 22 of the Island 
Railway Act, 1884, which say that they 
‘shall not be subject to taxation unless 
and until the same are used by the com­
pany for other than railway purposes or 
leased, occupied, sold or alienated’

Speeches by Messrs. Prior, Curtis and 

Eberts—Rumors Regarding 

Railway Negotiations.
Hon. D., M. Eberts.

The Attorney-Geuerai said the govern­
ment was very much alive to the Ori­
ental question. In view of the corres­
pondence between the provincial and 
Dominion governments the mover of the 
of the resolution should withdraw, it.

The delegation to Ottawa had brought 
up the question of Chinese and Japanese 
emigration, and he read the memorial 
to prove that the government was in 
earnest on the matter.,

Continuing, he held that the provincial 
government had made out a very, strong 

and he also held that the govern- 
had done* its best to keep the

eminent was
Press Gallery, March 17th.

The government of British Columbia 
is again on an up-grade, with no sand 
to help make the wheels, go round. This 
afternoon a paralysis Seemed to have 
set in, and the government was incapa­
ble of getting beyond the debate on the 
address, a break being made for adjourn­
ment the moment the older paper pro- 

reached. The first half hour

B. C.Canada.
Gold (outside Yukon). $6,462,222 $5,596,700 
Copper (lbs.) ..
Silver (ozs.) ..
Lead (lbs.) ...
Coal (tons of 2,000 

lt>s.) .........
Coke (tons of 2,000 

lbs.), ...... j.............

The Railway “Agreement.”
Mr. Helmcken moved the following; 

resolution: That an humble address be 
presented to His Honor the Lieutenant- 
Governor, asking him to cause to be laid 
before this House copies of the. proposed 
contract and all correspondence and let­
ters and other material which have pass­
ed between the provincial government, or 
any member thereof, and any person or 
persons or corporations, touching the- 
securing of the construction in British. 
Columbia of a railway from Bute Inlet 
to Yellowhead Pass with the railway 
system on Vancouver Island.

Mr. Helmcken presumed there would 
be no opposition to this from the 
eminent as reference was made to this 
matter in the King’s speech, while the 
statement had been .made that a railway 

Company, contract had been signed by Mackenzie 
& Mann, but not by the government. Ho 

now renewed the history of these negotiations, 
and said the country stood aghast at the 
refusal of the government to bring down 
their papers. He referred to the re­
nowned “certificate” of Messrs. Munsie. 

once McQuade and Todd, who, he said, 
business men, and doubtless knew 
about the matter than the members of 
the House.

.. 40,957,196 30,736,798 

.. 5,078,318 4,685,718

.. 53,756,440 50,529,260

..... 6,186,280 1,712,715

373,025 150,931

The lead production of 1901, although 
showing a decrease as compared with 
1900, shows an increase over 1898 of 87 
per cent., and over 1899 of 129 per cent., 
and is still 25 per cent, higher than the 
highest production of any year prior to 
1906. ‘

In regahl to labor troubles, they had 
been confined to the Rossland camp, and 
were now practically over. The supply 
of practical miners was under the re­
quirements, and more or less inexperi­
enced men had to be employed. This led 
to trouble. .

When thoroughly acquainted with his 
department he hoped to be able to pre­
sent the features of mining development 
iu British Columbia in a much better 
way.

Mr. McPhillips pointed out to the Min­
ister of Mines that there was no law 
covering prospecting for coal oil in this 
country. Clients of his had been shut 
out from investment because of this.

The Minister of Miues laid on the 
table the Coal Miners’ Regulation 
Amendment Act.

per was
of the sitting Joseph Martin spent 

the ministers, and there Seemed
case, 
meut
Chinese out. He recalled the bill brought 

by Mr. Walkenv putting $10 a head 
the Chinese, but disallowed by the 

courts. He hoped to see the- Dominion 
government increase the tax to $500. 
From 1872 to. 1900 the matter had been 
a continuous one before the government.

The government had assented to the 
Immigration Act and the Labor Act, in­
troduced by Messrs. Tatlow and Helmc­
ken. The government lrad backed up the 
bills.

Mr. Curtis—Why the provincial secre­
tary voted against it.

Mr. Eberts—He may have regarded 
them as unconstitutional.

The matter was taken up, he said, by 
the Japanese consul, and the Attorney- 
General was asked to report to the Im­
perial government on the matter, and 
the speaker thereupon read the covres- 
pondeneer on the subject and his written 
defence of the legislation.

caseof Nova Scdtia. which seemed to bear 
out his contention, 
agitation better terms were secured, and 
large concessions made to Nova Scotia, 
but even then Nova Scotia was not sat­
isfied, and Howe was so abused that he 
died of a broken heart. In 1885 Mr. 
Fielding swept the province with the cry 
of “Better terms or

among
to be a heart to heart talk between the 
senior member for Vancouver and tlie 
Attorney-General especially. It is no

As a result of thatou
Oil

secret that the composite household 
which a common danger keeps together 
in the government fold is already show­
ing indications of a stagnpede from the 
governmental hearthstone, so wide has 
spread* suspicion and mistrust. This af­
ternoon absolute impotence marked the 
government. Two ministers spoke, the 
Minister of Mines apologetically and ab­
solutely without the dash which Victor­
ians always expect from Col. Prior; the 

- other, the Attorney-General, with a 
manifest desire ta kill time. He read 
copiously from his documents, and this 
filled three-quarters of his so-called 
speech.

The Redistribution bill is evidently not 
ready, the government being unable to 
reconcile differences on that point, while 
rumor says that the much-vaunted rail­
way negotiations have practically been 
vetoed by tho Pacific Improvement Com­
pany. joint owners with the Premier of 
the E. ;& N. railway. Mackenzie & 
Mann, it is stated, offered the owners 
two million in bonds, but the owners 
wanted tho cash. This was not ouly 
-declined, according to report, but the 
-contractors struck all provision for the 
Island railway out of the draft contract/ 
Whether this is authentic or not, the 

.government certainly has some reason 
for keeping all the documents in the 
matter locked in the secret of its Own 
"breast.

gov-
secession.” The 

von* arguments there used-were identi­
cal with those being used in British Co­
lumbia to-day, and before

“A decision of the Full court in Feb­
ruary, 1S-97, in the Queen vsf Victoria 
Lumber & Manufacturing 
somewhat elucidates this matter. It.was 
argued by Mr. Gordon Hunter, 
chief justice, ‘that, any disposition of the 
lands which would result iu the beneficial 
use of them by the railway company for 
other than railroad purposes, or by any 
one else for any purpose, would at 
render them liable to taxation.’

“This argument seems to have weighed 
largely with Mr. Justice McCreight, who 
says, in his judgment: ‘Section 22 is to 
bo governed by the ordinary rules r— 
orning the construction of acts- of pa ilia- famous document, and added that while- 
ment, and 1 think leaves the lauds of effects of that certificate was not
the lumber company liable to be assess- the., contract itself had not _ maUa
ed. ’ This decision was concurred in by Rs appearance. He Scored the govem-
Mr. Justice \Valljem ami Mr. Justice ; ment severely for their failure to acéediy 
Dràkev It,is true leave was obtained -to the' re*!bests of members. WV&itever 
appeal, ^bTft'r'nb' appeal1 Ms ever been this contract was, it should be before" tho 
rim de. • llousé, especially as the Attorney-Gen-

“Thcrcforo it is for the purpose of be- erai had conceded the’justice of the re- 
iag able to deal intelligently-with this ’ b£ bringing down th<? d.rqft agree-,
very important question tbfit I ash 'tor !

return. Mr. McPhillips said the opposition
. *Sr’Vi‘* r I am thoroughly in favor of 1 members had been placed in an awkward 
ItctWtf our raw material in the prov- and invidious position during the recent 

.iu.eo for the purpose of building up in- 1 campaign 'by being deprived of iuforma-
do. ù*u$ «amongst OUlvtf-lve*, and 1 only ! ^on which was vouchsafed to the mem-
wi i it was within our power to Impose * hers of the administration and three 
an export duty.. but after all we have | l^'ivate citizens. It almost seemed as 
almost as effective a weapon in our own l though the cabinet had grown to eight 
hands in the power to impose taxes and ! or biua members. He laid emphasis 
give rebates wherever desirable, and it i the gross disrespect which had been 
is with this end in view, for the purpose \ shown the members from Victoria and 
of preventing the export of all (not only ; of the -House. It seemed further that, 
a Part) of the lmmufactured timber of i ‘-here was a hitch in the negotiations, 
the province that I want this informa- /«ml the House was entitled to the full in- 
tion, with a view to the repeal of the formation. The Minister, of Mines had 
present section of the Land Act dealing declared that he would resign if the 
vith the matter r.rnl the substitution building of the road was conditional on 
therefor of a stmnpage tax on all tim- Dominion aid, yèt, when he was obliged 
her cut in British Columbia with a re- admit that there was such a provision
bate of the same on all timber manu- j he failed to resign. He ventured to stay
factored in this province; | that if a legal gentleman had been in-

u ith reference, to my opening re- ! eluded among the three gentlemen who 
mark that this matter did not receive full signed that contract, he would havo 
consideration I wodld call the Hon. ! hesitated veiy much before signing it. 
Chief Commissioner’s attention to the i The government took the franchise froiiK- 
fact that the act prohibits the exporta- ] the people on a question which if not a.
tion of telegi-aph poles, piles, ties and , misrepresentation was at least a misin-
m’ning props, which, while practically in ternr^atiou of the contract, 
the rough, are really as far manufacture | The Minister of Mines thought tim» 
ed as is necessary. We are informed would cure the warmth of the last 
that a demand for piles is springing up j speaker. The request was unreasonable» 
in the Philippines where they are need- j Great negotiations were in progress with- 
od in the reclamation pf low lands ! men of high standing by the government- 
around some of the principal cities. I j until those negotiations were closed it 
understand that a contract for 24,000 j was unreasonable to ask that those docu- 
piles had to be refused recently in this ments be brought down. This was 
province as the Chief Commissioner ruled contrary to the practice. ‘As a business, 
that under the act such articles not being man, he thought the government should 
manufactured could not be exported. I , keep those negotiations to. themselves, 
hope this -also will be rectified in the All the documents were not shown to 
introduction of a measure that will bè the gentlemen mentioned. They had ap- 
cqiiaHy fair to all interests, and while pended their names as private citizens, 
tending to foster ' the industries of the so as not to be confounded with the 
province' will not prove to be what our j board of trade, of which two of them, 
neighbors call a ‘jug handle^’ policy.” -i wefc members.. \

The Chief Goinniissioiter, said that the j The government knew its business and 
lâfid of the E. & N. belt wcW not Amen- |-controlthe House," and' would çot 
able to the provincial tax. The govern- ! bring the papers down, 
ment had no reason to regret the pas- | Capt. Tatlow said weeks ago he had 
sage of the bill last year. It had stiinu- J charged the Premier that he was a 
l ted the timber industry ami had given party to a private agreement whereby 
cur people the trade. i he was profiting through a deal with

He thought the stum page tax was im- | Mackenzie & Mann for the sale of hi» 
practicable.

Mr. Ctirtis askeil if the act of last j The Premier—I denied it. 
year was intended to apply to least-s ; Capt. Tatlow said if lie did so it was- 
granted before the passing of the act. | in audibly, and any way his organ tho 

The Chief Commissioner—Yes; to all | next morning had practically conceded
the truth of his charge.

Mr. Curtis pointed out that tlie E. Sc Unless they brought that down they 
N. lands had been excluded from the could not purge themselves of the cliarga 
operation of the act passed last session that the Premier had given away a great 
affecting land grants to other railway amount of land, in return for which ho 
companies. There >vas no reason why was to receive a big price for the E. &. 
E. Sc N. lands should be exempted. The N. 
province should put a tax on the E. & The Minister of Mines—What has that 
N. lands. got to do with it?

The Chief Commissioner—You can’t. Mr. Curtis said he agreed with the loefc 
Mr. Curtis held they could, aud Capt. speaker. There was something wrong. 

Tatlow also said : “Hear, hear.” He would make a specific charge, and
The government by its action in re- to-morrow would ask for a commission 

gavd to the coal tax, Ihe sajd, had of inquiry.
shown that the matter could be dealt Objection being taken by the Attar- 
with. If This could apply to coal :t ney-General, the Speaker said that the 
could certainly be applied to timber. The member for Rossi and took the rVspon- 
way was already laid down by the gov- nihility on his own shoulder, and if ho 
eminent. The provision in the statute failed to prove them he must make an 
seemed to be an interference with trade, apology to the House.
He objected, however, to au inter- The Attorney-General—It is no satis- 
ftience with , the rights «C people j faction to get an apology from some pea- 
who held, leasers before the act way pie.
passed, anil thus deprive them of their j Mr. Martin—But there is no ri'sponsi- 
rights. That kind of legislation scared bility. He is protected by Act of Par- 
capital out of the province. If a man liament. He wouldn’t make tlie charge 
acquired certain rights with his lease he j outside.
should uot be singled out for a tax while i The Attorney-General—The charge-
others went free. The act of last session ■ doesn’t affect me at all-----
went through its third readings the last ] Mr. Curtis—Oh, there’s a charge 
night of the session, and bad been rail- » against you, too. 
roaded through. He didn’t know of the ‘ 
objectionable provision hiving in the act 
at the time. Hereafter he would object 
to bills being railroaded through iu that 
shape.

Mr. McPhillips supported the resolu­
tion. He thought the Chief Commis­
sioner gave too wide au interpretation 
to the statute which provided that the 
lands should he exempt from taxation so and Mr. Martin’s - charge against Mr.

many years 
passed the Dominion government would 
be forced to take this* matter up.

Mr. Curtis r.sked the Finance Minis­
ter to discuss the railway nriestion.

_T|ie Finance Minister—That will be 
discussed when the papers are before 
tho House.

Mr. Martin—Hear, hear.

were

further take up the time of the were
more-

Mr. Gilmour.
Mr. Gilmour was in favor of the 

amendment, but he thought it was only 
rh,tended to defeat tile government, and 

. He thought the language employed was. if the opposition came to power he didn’t 
as strong as it could possibly be. The think they woujd take any action on'it.
inntter had gone' to tthe Priyy Council, He would support the amendment if it
where, British 'Columbia .would be rep- came from the government. He was .not
reseutecThj* Christopher, Itobinson, of To- , particularly anxious to stand in witif the' Coming to the speech, there was little 
ronto, while Edward Blake appeared 'for workipgman-. more . than with the cnpi-tl11 t!'e Past-to wamnit satisfaction or to 
the Chinese. He- liclieveil the province talist. jusfifv hope for tlie future,
would will in tiiat rase, tie then read V 1 . , r>»r,«i„.i .There, was hut one positive statement,
his letter of instructions to Mr. Robin- . and that was in reran! to the reduction '
son. The government liad protested A division was then taken on the Mon- ih freight rates. That was attributable
against disallowance, and the govern- golian amendment’ of Mr. Helmcken, n°t to the government or the C. P. It.,
ment would do everything to djssuade which was defeated 1C—IS, Mr. Hay- but to the competition in the trade of
the Oriental hordes from coming'to this wain! having returned. agricultural produce from the eolith Of
province. Tho Finance Minister, ^i,‘ /ni-

The charge had been made that the ’ , , His own district had doubled in nonu-government was influenced by the C. P. The Munster of Finance offered the lation this year owing to the todldim” of 
It. No one had tendered the govern- “1“^" t0 1kmova and tho competitive 1int-<lmar, héafche 
ment advice on the matter. He said j ° t ,e '/>ea ;el. Crow’s Nest Sontlmrn. That had forced
they would pass Mr. Helmeken’s bill del ' ^ïh la^ 1^ ̂  the C’ r. R. to anticipate rnattor by re
throngh the House if they got the ^ ^
chance. Mr. Helmcken deserved great nrw1 - , . / ' iai!5ll)o The Liquor License Act did nnf wm-l-
credit for his prompt action, in which f . T"10/1"" had_ been most satis- out satisfactory in his district,
he would be backed by the government 18 OT'n < lstrK't the st”‘k any one wanting to go into the hotel
of the province. The Premier intended f* ’ * * . " ""Procedentod price boslness had to get a peti*i»nrtefi ttvo-
to lay the matter before the King and '•*!** *)auTmen thirds of the householders The giiVmi-
council on his visit to England. The fîo f^ ^ "^nt could ruleTpon Xh'p^!-
legislation to date caused the Mikado witl a car’oad ‘ofXiit to ^7“ /’‘ide well as a board of commissioners
to forbid emigration. /I;', !! (!U‘oa<1 ot trait to Manitoba, .Concluding, he asked that those

Mr. McPhillips asked for the report 11 smul condition, pectors who had gone opt to fight the
of the Minister of Justice on the matter, t *, ™rân.'i a profit, h ruit growing Empire's battles should be 
as Mr. Martin claimed the disallowance , °<M1 ulo’it successful. their rights. He believed the

In regard to the reduction in freight 
rates, he held that these had been tangi- 
' " - The importation of cattle from 
Ontario would not have- been possible 
hod it not been for that reduction. There 
had been a reduction of from 20 to 50 

Then there
had been a special reduction of 33 
per- cent for small I fits of fruit. Mixed 
carloads of fruits and vegetables had 
been handled at a substantial reduction.
There had been special rates to the 
Fraser, north and west coast points. In 
other instances there had been a reduc- 

On stumping
powder the rate had been reduced

These were some of the things 
accomplished through Mr. Palmer’s ef- 

The government had been so 
cesxful that they hoped to continue Mr.
Palmer in that eon nee tion this year.

Mr. Green asked if there was any re­
duction on ores and mining powder. ~

Th* Finance Minister—Mr. Palmer is 
an official of tlie agricultural department 
only.

Mr. E. C. Smith.
Mr. E. !C. Smith, who was received 

with loud applause, said the troublous 
tinles through which. the province 
passing would prolmbly. go down to his­
tory as “British, Columbia’s Great Wash 
Day.” (Laughter.)

Col. Prior—Hear, hear.
Continuing, Mr. Helmcken read thogov-

was

Smith * Curtis.
Mr. Curtis complained that the min­

ing industry was being neglected by the 
goyeriumqit. and his right to a^itiii/speak 
oy the debate being questioned a wïanglé- 
ensued, the.Speaker ruling that he might 
speftk to tlie amendment.

Mr. Curtis said the minister had un­
dertaken to tell what was the cause of 
tho strike at Rossi and.

The Minister of Miues—I did not. I 
undertook to tell, you what my idea of 
it was.

Mr. Curtis—Well, I am very sorry he 
has not a better idea.

The strike, said Mr. Curtis, was not 
due to tho causes Col. Prior- had ad­
vanced. The strike in Rossland

V

On Mr. Curtis attempting to bring a 
«•barge against the government on privi­
lege regarding the railway deal,

Mr. Martin objected that something 
that affected the whole community could 
not be brought up on privilege, fls dis­
tinguished from matters affecting mem- 

"bers in; their, private capacity.
Mr. Curtis held to the contrary. He 

was prepared to make a- charge against 
the ministry. Wore they prepared to 
meet it? He made a crave accusation, 
realizing the responsibility he took in 
•Going so.

The Speaker ruled the motion out of 
'order, a,mid the delighted plaudits of 
John Houston, holding that the railway 
«ontract not being before the House 
the motion was ?mproper.

Mr. Curtis replied that he would bring 
the matter up later

The Address.

onwas
fomented by the managers of the mines, 
according to a government paper, the 
Vancouver Province. The men there

Now

were unsurpassed by any set of miners 
on the continent. The men worked un­
der contract, a.nd were paid according to 
what they did. The strike was unfor­
tunate, for there seemed no cause for 
it. The s\>eaker believed that the men 
wore forced to strike by a pin-pricking 
policy, followed by one manager, if not 
by more. The government failed to cope 
with the difficulty. They had taken no 
steps to inquire into the causes and ad­
just them. On the resignation of Mr. 
McBride there was no one to look into 
tlie matter, although' Mr. McBride did 
intend to go up to Rossi and. The gov­
ernment had interfered in favor of the 
companies and against the men.

They employed special counsel to prose­
cute the men for infraction of the law. 
Yet when one of the companies broke 
the law the government failed to treat 
them the sa mew More, they had ap­
pointed as police commissioner a man 
who had made himself obnoxious because 
of interference on behalf of the owners. 
Ho regretted that the government had 
not interfered, as did the Martin govern­
ment, to settle the strike.

The “unfavorable eohditions” referred 
to in the speech from the throne were 
due to the government. He would like 
to see the two per cent, tax removed for 
A while at least. , Tlie speaker could 
not agree that the outlook iu mining 
wax good. He foirtid in England a great 
indifference to mining in this province. 
This tax was most onerous on low grade 
ore, and amounted to 15 or 20 per cent, 
on the output of some proi>ertiee.

This tax applied to properties which had 
been brought into existence before tills 
government came into power. They 
looked in vain for mines created out of 
prospects by this government. After IS 
months of agitation, the government had 
got out a handbook on British Colum­
bia’s mineral resources. That was the 

.way they did. After five years they 
mhrlit do smelting for the mines.

Mr. Neill—The session won’t be over 
then.

Out of $5.144,555 collected In revenue

protected in
.. act pro­

tecting them had lapsed, aiw| he asked 
that provision be made so that their, 
lights would be preserved.

was on grounds of Imperial policy.
This the Attorney-General promised.
Continuing, he said this was the only 

portion of Canada which was really af­
fected by this immigration. Even the 
passing of resolutions, of no effect so far 
as law was concerned, would show the 
Dominion government that the province 
was in earnest.

In regard to the Russia nd strike, it 
was suggested to tlie government that 
mine owners were going across the 
border and bringing in laborers. Tlie 
province , had nothing to do with, the 
Alien Act, which was sought to be in­
voked. it being a Dominion 
The labor people at Rossland wired the 
speaker, and asked him to employ coun­
sel at Rossland to appear for the in­
former in 50 or GO cases, and if penalties 
had been recovered the sum would go to 
the receiver-general of Canada* Xbe 
AttorneyrGeneral replied that it was not 
their business. The Dominion took the 
matter -up. quite property. It was pot 
the business bf the province to prosecute 
finder, a,.'Dominion qct - and give ,the 
penalties* if .-there were any, to the Do­
minion authorities.

Mr. Curtis—The statute under which 
you did intervene for the rich Le Roi 
Company, yWns that a Dominion statute 
or not? /Would not the fine have 
to the Dâfii

Tlie AtiSo

ble.

Tho Division.
A division was then taken on the ad­

dress, which resulted the same as en Mr. 
Helmeken’s amendment, namely, 10—IS.

Tbo Finance Minister moved that the 
address be referred to a select commit­
tee, consisting of members of the 
eminent. This missed.

The Speaker then declared the address 
earned, and Messrs. Prior and Eberts 
smote their desks delightedly.

per cent. on fruit.on.

Resuming the debate on the address, 
Pol. Prior- said that as he had been in 
the House and at the head of a depart­
ment but a few days, it was inadvisable 
for him to go into general policy.

In regard to mining, the change from 
dbd to 200 feet square in the size of 
placer claims had given general satis­
faction.

sec­

tion of 80 per cent.
one First Readings.

Tho following bills were introduced 
anil read a first time:

Mr. Melnnes—Act to amend the Liquor 
License Act, 1900. ? *

Mi*. Curtis—Act to amend the Rail­
way Assessment Act.

The Redistribution bill being reached, 
Mr. Eberts said “pass.” and being chaff-. 
»V thx* opposition took à document 

Mr. Green—Tliix government seems to of pocket and shook it. saying 
bè «strong on agriculture. “There it is,” tvhile his opponents shout-

Mr. Curtis—Has any other railway et1, lls see it.” 
made a redneiio,;7 ’ E. & N. Timber Cut.

1 he ii nance Minister—I am not aware. ~
Mr. Curtis—Has application been made ,ow moTed that an order of

to any other railway to reduce its rate? !• . «IT be eranted for a return set- 
Tlie Finance Minister—Mr. Palmer had fort l:

only a few months to do his work, but . Amount of royalties collected on 
tha.t matter is also under Consideration, timber cut within the Esqnimalt it No- 

Mr. Neill pointed ont that if Mr. Pal- raiiway belt in the years 1899,
mer was to bo taken from his duties as 1000 and 10(11 ?
fruit inspector and compelled to do -■ From vkom sncli royalties were eol-
double work, it was hardly fair to that lect«l •
zealous and highly efficient officer. 3. Amount of timber ent within said

The Finance Minister replied that if limits in tlieStcars 1899. 1900 and 190T? 
the duties were too onerous, another of- 4. How much of same has been export- 
fieer would be employed. ed not manufactured?

In regard to stnmlsige power, nppliea- ». How much timber cut within said
tion had been put in for more than 3.000 ,imits in each of said rears paid no
pounds, hut wherever possible be had royalty whatever?

that farmers got their powder 1 0. By whom it was cut?
ebeiip. He said: ‘T frankly admit that my nb-

A tribute was paid to Mr. Hadwen Jnet iu making this motion is fog the 
for his efforts to import young cattle. If purpose of showing that tlie amendment 
tins stock could be obtained as cheap to the Land Act of last session, brought 
_eneeforth as this year, it would relieve ! in as y on are aware at a vei*y late hour 
British Columbia, ranchers of the 
sitv of breeding stock.

Ho thought the financial relations of 
British Columbia to Canada, was a 
more burning question than,that of rail­
ways. and he predicted it would he the 
burning question at the next election,
"He said that without any desire to make 
political canital, because both parties had 
been equally remiss in their treatment 
of British Columbia.

- He quoted the financial statement sub­
mitted at Ottawa in favor or better 
terms, by which a. balance in British Co- 
lnmbiv.’s favor of $13.000,090 was claim­
ed. These figures had never been gain­
said. and indicated a state of affairs 
which could rot be allowed to. continue.
The province was lining treated with in- , "-Turning to tlie timber inspector’s re- 
irsf.ice. Tho local government: was en- Tort for 1000.' «esslo-nl papers .1900. 
titled to credit for bringing British Co- i nngn 427. I find >e writes as follows: ‘I 
lum, bin’s claim before Ottawa. bave not hr-m able to obtain an a "count

The configuration of the country no- of the o"antitins (t'mber and eon!wood) 
b.anced the cost of administration wbieh ' c"t. on Dcrnmio— lands and e"iv. nar- 
v.'as 3 to 1 conioared with Ontario. Since ! t’eifv e.f tb°t An, fEsouimait f- 

1 becoming a minister he had sought to Nanaimo railway be it, but as royalty is

measure. half.
Agents could only take up two 

claims, and only after filing their ilower 
of attorney. Tills had also given satis­
faction, as well as the signal code, which 
bad been favored by nearly all the unions 
>" the country. Many of the mine 
owners did not agree with that code, 
and their grievances liad been set forth 
m the Mine Owners’ Memorial He had 
>-ot yet had time to give-.tiiat full con­
sideration.- v ■
. Tile mine owners also objected to send­
ing returns to the department. It was 
:! T’es tion whether these should he pub­
lished individually when filed with 

He thought that
ucaready wise, but there could be no ob­
jection to the publication 
gate from each district.

rUo coal miners' examination had met 
universal approval, both from the 

miners and owners. The first election 
'imioi- this had passed off without 
trouble.

Hie year 1901 had been very satisfac­
tory. notwithstanding the predictions of 
those who thought tiiat it would be 

<>t her wise
In Turn, ion-1 ii ■ ... . from the province, $2.572,275 came from

rioi\ close he came to the facts. The 
tormage bad increased fill per cent, over 
follows- 10 ltvn“7‘ati°n of tliis was as

ï’hioer gold, ilcvronse 
îxxlp gold, increase 
lotal go-id increase . .v 
Silver, Increase .
Lead, decrease ...
*’<>pper, increase .......
^om, increase ...........
^oke, increase ....

the
government gone railroad.linion govemme-nt? 

rney-General—That was un­
der the criminal law of the Dominion.

Mr. Curtis—In the case of all offences 
against that law, do you employ special 
counsel?

The Atti>rney-General replied that he 
would interfere when he thought the law 
was being violated, whether the 
was rich or poor. He had reports that 
a lot of men were harassing a boy iu the 
streets of Rossland and immediately took 
steps to prosecute. “I will go 
every man who breaks the criminal law,” 
he added, “although this may be used 
against me politically.”

Mr. Curtis—Is the city of Rossland not 
able to keep law within its borders?

Hon. Mr. Eberts, concluding,* said the 
government would do its liest to keep 
Orientals out of British Columbia.

of the aggre­

nu y

man

after

He had listened with interest to the 
speech made by Mr. Martin—a speech 
he had heard a number of times—in 
whv-h"'he reaffirmed his great principles 
on tiiat question, hut he had concluded 
by saying lie would vote against that 
principle. What were his words worth ? 
Y<xt he was supporting a government 
which declined to do anything to for­
ward those principles.

Mr. Martin here rose and said that 
tho government didn’t get a chance to 
do anything, because Mr. Curtis and 
some others on the opimsition side were 
.keening the business back.

Mr. Curtis—That is absolutely untrue. 
Who has been adjourning tlie House 

0,1 'a11 rouver Island bad ! from day to day? (Applause.) 
but Crow s Nest collieries I Mr. Martin—Well, we had to get some 

an enormous increase of 90 
cent, in coal and 400

seen

.. .27 4-5 per cent. 

...25 percent. 
...11.6 percent. 
•. .22 1-5 per cent. 
.. .25 

...174

on the last dnv of tlie session, was put 
through the House too hastily, -and did 
not receive the consideration so import­
ant a subject deserves.

“I confond that the effort o* the act 
in prohihitinsr the export of timber ent 

Provincial lands is to lower the vnlué 
of these lands as com pared with tracts 
of land in private hands which are rot 
affected 1>4 the act. such as th^ E. Sc N. 
railway t-p.lt: and I wart to fird as fni* 
as possible the- extent of this in valions 
discrimina tion.

neees-
The Adjournment.

per cent, 
per rent. 

1*4 per cent.

• Mr. McPhillips moved the adjourn­
ment of tho debate in order to see the 
papers read by tlie A to rney-General. 
This was carried.

Here the Premier moved that the 
House at its rising stand adjourned till 
2 o’clock to-morow.

.4!)r„, ,, Per cent.
The gold output of Klondike had been 

trumpeted as extraordinary, vet it 
-illy $18.000.000. as compared with 
British Columbia’* $20,000 000 

The colliers 
field their 
fiidl shown

was

Mr. Gnrtis said he would therefore 
have to move his resolution to-morrow.

Mr. McBriilo pointed out, too, that by 
the Speaker's ruling he was being pre­
vented from moving his resolution ask­
ing for the Canadian Northern papers, 
owing to the Premier moving the ad­
journment of the House before the order 
paper was commenced. This would shut 
out all the provilepes of a private mem­
ber, and would npplv to the government 
side as well as to the opposition. This 
was to his mind a. gross departure from 
the spirit of the constitution which per-

own,
sleep.

Mr. Curtis—I am not surprised that the 
hon. gentleman cannot sleep at nights, if 
he had any conscience or remnant of a 
conscience left. (Laughter.)

Continuing, Mr. Curtis said what im­
portance could be attached to the re­
marks of tho hon. gentleman (Mr. Mnr- 

staked off tin), although he was pledged up to the 
i a“d this province i hilt ns-ainst Oriental immigration. That 

resemble California in that gentleman had- held that the C. P. R.
vn4 the principal factor in opposing the mitted such a resolution, 
exclusion of Orientals, and In securing 1 Mr. Mcriiillzps cited the English prae-

“The timber re^neeter’s reports do not 
profp-ss to cive this information, ns timt 
official states he is unable to obtain tim 
amount of timber cut on tho E. Sc N. 
beV.

*i
•<t)ke. , r>er cent in

\\ ith tlus high output they 
informed that the 
^applied. market was still in- 
f , . deposits had also been
•md n m ^u*°Ia* Similkameen, Skena, 
\nd Qaeen Charlotte, equal 

Lhe Crow’s Nest.
- C™'1 nil 1-l operties had been 
un ^ee Kootenays,
^’onld soon 
«■aspect.

The oH

Continuing, the Attorney-General ob­
jected to these insane charges, as ho 
called them, going broadcast 

The Premier to the Attorney-General— 
Never mind, let him say what he likes.

The Speaker asked Mr. Cur ils for 
authorities.

to those of

Mr. Curtis cited the ease of Mr. Hun­
tingdon’s charges re the Pacific scandal
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