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in the graces of the Spirit, and meetness for heaven, is gradually carried on
through the whole period during which it pleases God to continue them in the
present life, and that, at death, their souls, perfectly freed from all remains of evil,
are immediately received into the presence of Christ,

XVIIL They believe in the observance of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper ; the
former to be administered to all converts to Christianity and their children, by the
application of water to the subject, ‘“in the name of*the Father, and of the Son
and of the Holy Ghost ;" and the latter to be observed by Christian chy rches as a
token of faith in the Saviour, and of brotherly love,

XIX. They believe that Christ will finally come to Judge the whole human race
according to their works ; that the dead will be raised again ; and that, as the
Supreme Judge, He will divide the righteous from the wicked, will receive the
righteous into ¢ |life everlasting,” but send away the wicked into ¢ everlasting
punishment.,”

XX. They believe that Jesus Christ directed His followers to live together in
Christian fellowshir, and to maintain the communion of saints ; and that, for this
purpose, they are jointly to observe all Divine ordinances, and maintain that church-
order and discipline, which is either expressly enjoined by inspired institution, or
sanctioned by the undoubted example of the apostles and of apostolic churches,

PRINCIPLES OF CHURCH ORDER AND DISCIPLINE,

XXI. The Congregational churches hold it to be the will of Christ that true
believers should voluntarily assemble together to observe religious ordinances, to
promote mutual edification and holiness, to perpetuate and propagate the Gospel
in the world, and to advance the glory and worship of God, through Jesus Christ ;
and that each society of believers, having these objects in view in its formation, is
properly a Christian church,

XXII., They believe that the New Testament contains, either in the form of ex-
Press statute, or in the example and practice of apostles and apostolic churches, all
the articles of faith necessary to be believed, and all the principles of order and
discipline requisite for constituting and governing Christ'an societ’es ; and that
human traditions, fathers and councils, canons and creeds, possess no authority
over the faith and practice of Christians,

XXIII. They acknowledge Christ as the only Head of the Church, and the
officers of each church under Him, as ordained to administer His laws impartially
to all ; and their only appeal, in all questions touching their religious faith and
practice, is to the Sacred Scriptures,

XXIV. They believe that the New Testament authorizes every Christian church
to elect its own officers, to manage all its own affairs, and to stand independént
of, and irresponsible to, all authority, saving that only of the Supreme and Divine
Head of the Church, the Lord Jesus Christ,

XXV. They believe that the only officers placed by the apostles over indivi-




