
14^ BURIED ALIVE

Parfittt. The renowned artistes engaged did not, of
course, permit the case to collapse at once. No, it

had to be concluded slowly and majestically, with due
forms and expenses. New witnesses (such as doc-
tors) had to be called, and old ones recalled. Dun^
can Farll, for instance, had to be recalled, and if the
situation was ignominious for Priam it was also ig-

nominious for Duncan. Duncan's sole advantage in
his defeat was that the judge did not skin him alive
in the summing up, nor the jury in their verdict.
England breathed more freely when the aflFair was
finally over and the renowned artistes engaged had
withdrawn enveloped in glory. The truth was that
England, so proud oi her systems, had had a fright.
Her judicial methods had very nearly failed to make
a man take his collar off in public. They had really
failed, but it had all come right in the end, and so
England pretended that they had only just missed
failing. A grave injustice would have been perpe-
trated had Priam chosen not to take off his collar.

People said, naturally, that imprisonment for bigamy
would have included the taking-off of collars; but
then it was rumoured that prosecution for bigamy
had not by any means been a certainty, as since leav-
ing the box Mrs. Henry Leek had wavered in her
identification. However, the justice of England had
emerged safely. And it was all very astounding and
shocking and improper. And everybodv was exceed-
ingly wise after the event And with one voice the
press cried that something painful ought to occur at


