
Had I not been already convinced that the undertaking I
l^J^

com-

menced was not only practicable, but also comparatively easy, I should

have been effectually deterred from any fr.rther investigations into a field

regarded by all, who had treated of it, as beyond the range of enquiry.

Hut I felt assured that the difficulty that had previously appeared so

ereat arose fro.u the mode in wh^eh the subject had In^en handled^

None can question the accuracy of Sir Henry Ellis' remark, that " o

trace back'' customs to their origin is a hopeless task. Philology would

have made but slow progress, if students of that science had been com.

nelled to trace back languages to their origin. I have adopted therefore,

exactlv the sanio principles of investigation as Professor Max Muller

and other philologists have made use of, viz., a eo,npar>sou of customs.

Phil,ilo-ists fin.l Sanscrit, Creek and German sister languages, not by

feelin-^thoirwav through the mists of antiquity, that veil the wanderings

of the wide-spread Indo-European races from the home of their Anan

,ncestor.. but by a ronwariso" and analysis of <'^isfinj languages; the

results have opened up an era in the life of our race long anterior to the

biith of history or even of tradition.

I have pur-uod precisely the s.une iikkIc of investigation, which .. a

roiniKuatively e;i-y ami simple one.

On,-,. ..>tabll-h tlKit a large nvnnl,er of arbitrary cu.^toni>. such us cjuld

not have naturally suggested themselves to all men at all tune, are un,-

vcTsdlv ol>.erve,l and we arrive at the eonelasion that they are pr>mnrc

,.n<tun:< whl.h iK.v.' been in/wrHcd from a common source
;
ami it inl.ei-

,e,l. that thev owe their origin to an era anterior to the dispersion ot the

,,un.an ra,v.
'

Heme a comparison of -ustoms leads us at once to t^.r

„ri,in without the hopeless task of - tracing then, back through that

va^^t l.rri-Ml when history is but an unsafe guide.

Vlopthi'^. then, the principle of a comparison of eu^toms, I have toun,l

that there Is a peculiarity In man never yet duly apprecate.l, v./..: a

,,a:Trlh,K.rcrpenntyoU'ustn>ns. and superstition, a.iwng the common

people. llellglons may change, and civilisation may be developed or

i.L but they cannot afflict the existence, though they may slightly

n.oalfy the meaning of ,ho,-e memorials -.f primitive m.n wluch are per-

netuatcd In the manners of the people. ,. „

I have foun,l festivals, still mentioned in uur Calendar, observed in al

parts of the worM. Thus a primeval festival in honor of the dead, (oj

\j,rce d.!js deration in Europe, .Vsia, and Japan.) known to our Calendar

as Hall-'ween, All Saints and All Souls (Oetr :Ust, Novr. 1st and .nd).

is observed, at or near the beginning of November, in Europe, Asia,

, . _ . m.„ c ^inwic irorp rerv naturaliv surpriseu at

Polynesia and Auienca. i"- -|---"""' •
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