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is not inoonsistont with his mornl Mid hi^^ spiritual. Eiieli may koop

[):icft with tho othor; nor \va^ it d<>>i,!i:iod that the one should intoHoi'P

with the othor. In this world thero is nothinji that may not interfere

with our paramount, our spiritual, interests ; but that interference is not

in the apparently clashing interests themselves, but in the sphere of their

operation; it is not that the interests are oonflictinfr, but that the mind

allows them to l)e so. IMan's spiritual destiny is to be wrou<jfht out in

that very oonHict : or the mind is not to be unimproved—it is not to be

uninformed—becau -e tin; soul lias its eternal d(;stinies to retrieve. The

soul has, indeed, its eternal destinies to retrieve, but the world must ex-

ist, and it must exist eitlun- in a state of progress, or one of retrogressi-

on. It will not be permitted to exist in the latter: has God intended

that the advaneiMnent of the world in all mental and ])hysical improve-

iiKMit should depend upon, or be consistent with, only a state of enmity

to himself, indifference to his glory, and disregard for those interests

which belong to the soul's immortal happiness ? Surely not. And how

much i< there not for those who have undergone that change which is

the one great interest to which we have adverted, to do, in directing the

progress of science, the advancemi'ut of pliilosophy. the improvement of

art, and all human amelioration, that the very intere>t which is so im-

portant may not be injured, and its claims may not be disparagi'd ? It

is a sign of the times, that tlie claims cf religion—of Christianity—are

respected l)y liiose who are forfuiost in tiie ranks of learning and of sci-

ence, Fhiloso])hy, too. has, by it> deepest reseai'clies, only strengthen-

ed the foundations of religion, by e(nitirming its priiic'ples ; or it has, by

its researches, arrived at the very wants of the spiritual nature in which

these foundations are luid. It i> not to be forgotten. likewis(>, that sci-

ence and lMiih)Sophy have to (hi with the works of (rod, and that in stu-

dving thes<', we are Imt studying iiis w()rk>. accpiainting ourselves more

V, ith himself, and unfolding the laws, a- il were, of his action, or by

which he was guided in all his woi'ks. We are seeing the mind of (lod.

We see the system of iiis opei-ation. ll'r sf' i/ic /kics nf (iU tnliid. We
enter int(; llie spii'itual ai'eaiia. iJud tind the proee-;ses by which v\{^y\

intelligent is direcli'il. and mu-t l»c diiTctcil. Inielleciuai law. and mor-

al law, unfold tliemselves ; and then' is such a liai'inony between these

and outward nature, that it wouhl seem as iftiie imi\crse was but the

<l(\elo|iment of mind, answering to its law-, and lieautifiilly rt-flecting

it.- verv idea<. We see ihe vi ry idea- dtlle' Divine mind in the l)i-

\ine work,-: we can trace its principle-; we can learn its senlinients. if

we niav -o s|M'ak. iis verv i<'i'liiigs. l! i- not wi-iluiu only that we di.—

cern— we rec()uiii-( ihc \i>y\ idi'as of thai wi-doni : it i- not onlv good-

ness that we
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