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60 many monuments of our illustrious saint, and have preserved his
memory fresh and untainted till the very hour in which Doctor LedwicU
wrote his book, as the antiquarian himself acknowledges."

I ll

CHAPTER in.

PLACE OF HIS BIRTir-TIIK SAINT'S FAMILY-NO RELATIVES OF HIS IN IRB-lAND IN llIS EARLY CAREEIi

_

AMoxa writers on the Ecclesiastical History of Ireland, an innuiry
into the bu-thplace of St. Patrick has caused nnich controversy. Some
writers claim it for Scotland, othei-s for England, while a third class
award to France the glory and the dignity of his birth. Hie argumentsm favor o I ranee are numerous and grave. It is a fact, which Colgan
acknowledges, that among the inhabitants of Armoric Britain, or Bou-
ogno-sur-Mer an ancient tra.lition prevails of their country bein.^ the
birthplace of St. Patrick, and " that some Irishmen were of that ophdon "
No Br.„sh «„t.ciu..ry will bo able to designate a place in Great Britain
winch a^conis w.th the account of St. Patrick regarding the place of his
buth.

'
Afy father," n.y. the Saint in his Confessions, "

wius Calphor-
n.us a deacon «on of Potitus, a priest of the town Bonavem Tabernhe
lie had near the town a snuill villa, Knon, where I becan.e a captive "
Bomuem aabemu« was in Armoric Garl. being the same as Boulogne-
ur Men lu, name of the town was well known to the Pon.ans umler
the name ol (n-ssoriacnm

;
but about the reig.iof C.nstantine the Great,

1.0 Ce t>c name Bonaven, or Bo.umn, becan.e more general. Accordi,,;
Bullet, am, am,, «», signify a river in tbo Celtic language, an.l tCtown was so callo.l from its situation at the montl. of a river. Hence

".any ph.ces m Ireland, sin.ilarly situated, are so .-ailed. Tbo ad.litiono abernun n.„,.ks the district of Tarvenna, alias Tarabenna, a celebrated
c.f> not far from Boulogne, ,ho ruins of which still remain under tho
|nodern munc, Teron„„„e. It i« of^en mentioned un<ler tho name ot

<
n ifas Morinorum," t. ,., tho city of the Morini, In wblcb Bnu1o,^,o ,,,^

ul«o situated. Jona,, in his life of the Abbot Eustiisius, written near


